Abstract

Based on field research from three regions with distinct variations in environment, population
density, livelihood bases and levels of resource dependency, this study investigates the gender
aspects of environmental change. It seeks to illustrate the relevance of gender factors for the
patterns of adaptation to change, for the welfare impact of changes on the population, and for the
ramifications for resource management and livelihood generation at the community level. It
employs a gender analysis to examine the impact of such changes on population variables,
particularly on health and nutrition, and to explore the more general question of whether
women's socio-economic status is being threatened by the pressures of environmental change.



