
KENYATTA UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF mSTORY, ARCHAEOLOGY AND POLITICAL STUDIES

AN INVESTIGATION INTO WOMEN PARTICIPATION IN ELECTIVE POLITICS

AMONG THE MERU- A CASE OF NKUENE DIVISION.

(1963- 2010)

BY

MWORIA STELLA KANANU

REG. C50/CE/25372/2011

RESEARCH PROPOSAL SUBMITTED TO THE SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND

SOCIAL SCIENCES IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR

THE AWARD OF THE DEGREE OF MASTERS OF ARTS OF KENYATTA

UNIVERSITY.

SUPERVISORS: DR. GIMODE,

DRSUSAN,M.

OCTOBER, 2014.

_
-----::~_;";"~0?",~-~'", 1 .,' I \ ° }.:.'~ 0.. r 0,
f F]',; '\ ~ iT b., \ i!,,, I •

K .I /, '28{.ll.\ on \00P 0 BO~··,~-
0· CO)',} KE:NYP..N/\!r< 01

31 OCT 2014



DECLARA TION

This research proposal is my original work and has not been presented for a master's degree in

any other university.

<~l=~n \Signed '~',,:_.~: ..)0_._..

Date ).~ \. .t. ~.\ ~~~.~J

Name ....S:~-\ ..~.,i~..... \/..,..,....Mv-1 C (2..1 A

This research proposal has been submitted for the review with our approval as university

supervisors.

Signe~; .

Date. J.$.I.\?~?-P. f .t?: .

Name.D.~: ...$~....m~-9.~C~r

Department of History, Archaeology and political studies, Kenyatta University

. ~~~SIgned ... ~ ••..................

DateJ#11/f
Namelsi'~~
Department of History, Archaeology and political studies, Kenyatta University

ii



ABSTRACT

Women in Kenya constitute more than half of the population having a better voter turn-out

compared to that of men. Women in Kenya have also been recognized for their key contribution

in both the economic and social sectors. However despite their great contribution in the

development of this country, they have been kept marginalized in the political realm. The

representation of women particularly in elective politics can ensure their contribution to and

participation in directing the political process and shaping policy, to address and protect

women's interests in the society. Even after the new constitution was introduced, which helped

in creating more elective seats at various levels women in Kenya and more specifically in

Nkuene Division continues to shy off from competing for elective seats with their male

counterparts. This study therefore will seek to investigate the place of women in Kenya's

politics generally and more specifically in Nkuene Division. The study will also attempt analyze

the trends and trajectories of women involvement in legislative politics from 1963-2010. This

will also include establishing factors that have continued to hinder women in this Division from

taking active part in competing for elective seats. The sociological patriarchal ideology and

gender ideology will be used in trying to establish why women in Nkuene Division may not have

been able to compete equally with men for elective seats. The target population for the study will

be both men and women of 18 and above who will be obtained through purposive sampling

procedures. For data collection both primary and secondary sources will be used. Qualitative

technique shall be used for data analysis.
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