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ABSTRACT

Etl;lsmsotﬁd;)l'muoll\;cstlﬁaticlad .schc?_ol-based and s.ocial economic factors that inﬂ}Jence
intention Ofgeﬁging iI;t eSr \:Ielni).uma‘ry .scl.lools in T_haraka South Sub-county with an
wHie8iEr. Fotentlon wefs g Iion sl’rate{gles. Obj ectives of the study were to determine
g primary schools in Tharaka South sub-county, has
gone up or down, find out which school-based factors influence retention of pupils
in Thar:clka South sub-county primary schools, and establish which social economic
chto.rs influence retention of pupils in Tharaka South Sub-County primary schools.
SlgnlﬁCfmce of the study was to reduce wastage and improve access, retention and
completl-on in primary schools. The theoretical framework involved two theories,
Academic mediation theory and poor family socialization theory. The researcher
used descriptive survey design to carry out the study. The study was done in Tharaka
South Sub-county with a population of 108 primary schools (enrollment of 20529
pupils) and a sample size of 22 schools (373 learners and 22 head teachers).
Instruments of study were questionnaires for head teachers and pupils. Sampling
technique was stratified random sampling technique. The researcher attained the
validity of tools used through advice given by supervisors and corrections he made
after piloting the tools. Reliability of the instruments was obtained through test-re-
test technique and correlation computed using Pearson’s product moment. Piloting
was carried out in two schools of the sub-county and were not involved in the actual
study to test appropriateness of instruments to respondents. Data analysis was made
through careful study of information from respondents based on objectives of the
study and presented using tables, bar graphs and pie-charts. The major school-based
factors influencing retention in Tharaka south sub-county primary schools were
forced repetition, and school levies. Major social economic factors reported were
poverty and lack of role models at home and neighbourhood. Recommendations of
the study are; there is need to enlighten head teachers on policy adherence especially
those dealing with repetition, mean score should be completely discouraged as a way
of gauging performance of schools, the government to revise modes of providing
FPE funds, there should be aggressive guidance and counseling services in primary
schools, and head teachers and parents should organize bench marking tours.
Recommendation for further study are, school-based and social economic factors
that influence retention of girls in Tharaka South sub-county primary schools,
school-based and social economic factors that influence retention of boys in Tharaka
South sub-county primary schools, and school-based and social economic factors

that influence retention of students in Tharaka South sub-county secondary schools.
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