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ABSTRACT

The purpose of our study is to get a solution to the Cauchy problem of:
(i) The wave equation in n-dimension space IRn which is effectively a good example of

regular Cauchy problems
(ii) The Euler Poisson Darboux equation which we call singular Cauchy problem by

use of Riemann's method.
The Riemann-Green function for each case is calculated, which enables us to evaluate any
solution at a point by the Cauchy data on a non-characteristic curve.

In case (i) the Riemann-Green function is in terms of Legendre polynomial and the solution
obtained is shown to solve the wave equation as well.
In case (ii) the Riemann-Green function written in terms of the Appell's hyper geometric
function of two variables is arrived at, this is of interest and may be a good model for a more
general theory.

A discussion of the generalized singular Cauchy problem of Euler-Poisson-Darboux equation
is included and found to have solution that is continuous and analytic over the interval that
contains the singular point.
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CHAPTER ONE

§ 1.0 Introduction

The purpose of this chapter is to define and explain the terminologies that will be used

throughout the manuscript.

§ 1.1 Notations and definitions

Manifolds: curves, surfaces and hyper surfaces.

Any consideration of a partial deferential equation draws heavily upon geometrical concepts.

Thus we explain certain terms related to geometrical structures in a Euclidean n-space.

In the xy-plane a curve is replaced by a parametric equation x = x(t),y = y(t);a::; t s: b where

x(t),y(t) are continuous functions of a real parameter t. In a special case the parameter may be

arc lengths. The parametric representations of a given curve are not unique.

In]R3equations x = x(t),y = y(t),z = z(t) denote a space curve. The basic idea of a space curve is

that of a twisted wire which can be unwounded into the shape of a linear interval.

In the three -dimensional space ]R3, a surface may be represented by two parameters u,v as

x= x(u, v),y= y(u, v),z= z(u, v)

provided _8 (-',..-x_, y~)* 0 .
8(u,v) ,

8(y,z) * 0
8(u, v)

A curve Xi = Xi (t Hi = 1,2, ..., n), a s; t ::;b in n-space is called a en curve if each Xi (t) E en.

In general ifm < n, then for real independent parameters s.i s., ...,sm' the equations

(i = 1,2,..., n) (1.1.1)
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represent a geometrical structure called an m-dimensional manifold or surface in the n-space.

If m = n -1, the manifold is called a hyper surface. A curve is a one-dimensional manifold.

If,x E R" , then the equation

(1.1.2)

is called a quadratic hyper surface, where a(:X,:X) is a quadratic form, b(:X) is a linear form and c

-
is a constant. If the running coordinates ofa point x arex"x2, ••• ,xn, then (1.1.2) can be written

in the form

n nI aijx;Xj +2Ib;x; +c = 0; i.i = 1
i.] ;=1

(1.1.3)

In our work we shall designate a quadratic hyper surface simply as a surface.

The canonical form

IS the equation of a sphere center origin and radius r. The equation

IS the sphere with radius r and center a = (a" a2, •.• , an ) .

An ordinary differential equation is supposed to be defined on interval 1. On the same lines

solutions of partial differential equations are defined in a region T. For example, T is an n-

dimensional region in the n-space R" for the Lap lace's equation andS = (x" x2, ... ,xn). For the

wave and diffusion equation T is an (n + 1) -dimensional region of n-space coordinates

X"X2"",Xn and one time coordinate t.
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A point P (;;) is said to be interior to a region T if it id possible to draw a sphere

P is called an exterior point of T if there exists a sphere centered at p none of whose interior

points belong to T. If every sphere about p contains both interior and exterior points, then P is

called a boundary point of T. The set of all boundary points of T is called the boundary of T and

is denoted byar . The set of all points in T and ar , denoted by T = T u ar is called the

closure ofT. A region T is called open if all its points are interior points.

A region T is called bounded if it can be contained in the interior of a ball of finite radius. T is

said to be convex (or connected or arc wise connected) if any two points of T can be joined by an

arc of a curve all of whose points belong to T. An open connected region is called a domain.

A region is called simply connected if every closed curve lying in the region can be shrunk

continuously to a point without leaving the region. As an example, a ball of finite radius is a

bounded simply connected region.

§ 1.2 Measures and Integrals

The integral of a function f over a subset n of ]Rn with respect to Lebesgue measure will be

denoted by f f (x) dx or simply by f t .If no subscript occurs on the integral sign, the region of
n n

integration is understood to be R" . If S is a smooth hyper surface the natural Euclidean surface

measure on S will be denoted by da ; thus the integral of f over S is f f (x ):i a (x ) .
s

§ 1.3Multi-indices and Derivatives

An n-tuple a = (a),...,an) of nonnegative integers will be called a multi-index. We define
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n

lal = Laj<=,a! = al !a2 !...an and for x E]Rn, x" = X:IX? ...x:-.
1

We will generally use the short hand OJ = fax
j

for derivatives on R". Higher-order derivatives

are then conveniently expressed by multi-indices

Oa _ n(_o l __ol_al_
- 1 oX

j
rj

- ox~ ...ox:- .

In particular if a = O,oa is the identity operator. We denote by Vu the n-tuple of functions

( 0lu, ...,onu) when u is a differential function.

§ 1.4 Results from Advanced Calculus

Every xElRn\{o} can be written uniquely as x=ry with r>O and YES1(0)-namely,

r = Ixl Andy = x/lxl. The formula x = ry is called the polar coordinate representation ofx.

Lebesgue measure is given in polar coordinates by dx = rn-1drda(y), where da is surface

measure on SI (0) .

For example if 0 < a < b < ex) and A E lR , we have

J Ix( dx = J J: rn-I
+

A dr =
a<l*b SI(O)

bn+A _an+A

(On , if A*" -n
n+A

(On 10g(!)if A =-n

where" (On is the area of SI (0) (which we shall compute shortly).
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Proposition

Proof; Let I" = I e -lI'lxj2 dx. Since e -lI'lxj2 =II~e _lI'lxj2) ,

R"

Fubini's theorem shows that I" = (II r or equivalently that I" = (12 )"h. . But in polar coordinates

2", ec ec ec

12 = I I e-",r
2 rdrdtl = 2iT I re-? dr = iT I e-II'Sds = 1.

o 0 0 0

Proposition

Proof We integrate e-lf!xj2 in polar coordinates and set s = iTr2

1= I e-
1f1xj2dx = I Io""e-lfr2 rn-1dr

SI(O)

OJ l"" ("/)_1=-"- «:» 12 ds
"I 0

2iTI2

where
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§ 1.5 Basic Concepts on Partial Differential Equations of Order-k

A partial differential equation of order k is an equation of the form

Relating a function u of the variable x E]Rn and its derivatives of order s k. To write the

equation a more compact form, we order the set of multi-indices by saying that a comes before ~

if lal < Ipi or lal = Ipi and a; < PI where i is the largest number with at ::j: PI . Given complex

numbers Qa (lxl ::;k) ~we denote by (Qa )Ialsk the element of CN(k) given by ordering the a's in

this fashion, where N( k) is the cardinality of {a :lal::; k}. Similarly, ifS c {a: lal::; k} , we

can consider the ordered (Cards)-tuple («, tes.
Now let n be an open set in ]Rn and let F be a function of the variables x E p and

(Ua )Ialsk E CNIJ.l . Then we can form the partial differential equation

(l.5.1)

A (complex-valued) function U = u (x) on n is a classical solution of this equation if the

derivatives aau occurring in the F exist on n, and F {x,(aau) } = 0 for all x En..
Isisk

The equation (1.4) is called linear ifF is a linear function of the vector variable (ua )Ialsk i.e. if

(1.5.1) can be re- written as

L '1al (x)aau = f(x)
lalsk

(1.5.2)
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In this case we speak of the differential operator L =I lal$kaaaa and write (1.5.2) simply

asLu = f. More general than the linear equations are the quasi-linear equations, those equations

(1.1.1) where F is a linear function of'[ ua )Ial:k . Such equations can be written as

(1.5.3)

In the linear case a simple measure of the' strength' of a differential operator in a certain

direction is provided by the notion of the characteristics. If L = I aaaa is a linear differential
lal$k

operator of order K Q c R" , its characteristic form at x E Q is the homogeneous polynomials

of degree k on R n defined by

XL [x,;-]= Iaa(x);-a
IPI=k

A nonzero vector z is called characteristic for L at x if XL (x, ;-) = 0 and the set of all such ;-

is called the characteristic variety of L at x and is denoted by Char, (L ) :

A hyper surface S is called characteristic for L at XES if the normal vector v (x) to S at

x is in Char, (L) , and S is called non-characteristic if it is not characteristic at any point.

7
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CHAPTER TWO

§2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

The solution of the Cauchy problem

(2.0.1)

(2.0.2)

is partially motivated by problem in physics, geometry, applied mathematics etc.

Equation (2.0.1) for special values of k and m, occurs in many important and classical

problems since the time of Euler (1770). He considered m = 1 and a partial differential equation

{denoted by £(/3,/3') by Darboux (1914-15) which is equivalent to (2.0.1) when,B = /3' = ~.

The equation (2.0.1) with m = 1 was later treated by Poisson (1823). An exposition of the theory

of Euler (1770) and Poison (1823) is given by Darboux (1914-15).These t~eatments were not

1
considered with the singular initial values (2.0.2). The important special case m = 1, k = '3 of

(2.0.1) - (2.0.2) plays an important role in the work of Tricomi (1923).

Poisson (1823), in solving the equation of the propagation of sound waves in 3-dimensional

space considered the case m = 3, k = 2 in (2.0.1). Asgeirsson (1937) gave a solution of (2.0.1) -

(2.0.2) for all positive integers m andk = m -1. Related questions were treated by John (1934,

1935). Equation (2.0.1) form = 1, k = -1,-2,-3, ..., ... appears in the work of Martin (1951) and

Diaz and Martin (1952).

Kapilevic (1952) has given solutions of(2.0.1) - (2.0.2) for m = 1,2 and 0 < k < 1. The most

frequently discussed special case of (2.0.1) is, of course k = 0, the wave equation. All these

various cases were treated by special methods. A unified solution of(2.0.1) - (2.0.2) for all
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values of k was given by Weinstein (1954), by a combination of generalized method of descent

with a recurrence formula. For the cases k = -1, -3, ..., Weinstein assumed that u(x,t) satisfies

certain differentiability conditions; he found that a solution exists only if the initial value

function f(x) is a polyharmonic function of order(I-k )/2.

The paper ofDiaz and Weinberger (1952) contains another solution of the problem of(2.0.1)-

(2.0.2), for all values of k . They found a solution of arbitrary f (x) for the exceptional values

k = -1, -3, ...,

The t derivatives of order 1- k of the solution is logarithmic at t = 0 when f (x) is not

polyharmonic of order(I- k )/2. Their attention was drawn to this behavior by the example

Diaz and Weinberger (1953) employed Hadamard's (1923) "methods of descent" to obtain

solutions of

(2.0.1) - (2.0.2), for k = m.m+ I,m + 2, ..., from the known solution for k = m-I. They directly

verified that the resulting formula gives a solution of the problem for any k with Re k > m -1.

This part is in common with Weistein (1952). However the definite integral, in terms of which

the solution is expressed for Re k > m -1 , is divergent for k s; m -1 . They analytically continued

the integral in k and verified that the resulting formula did indeed furnished a solution of(2.0.I)

- (2.0.2) for k:s; m -1 with the exception of k = -1, -3, .... The results of the equations (2.0.1)-

(2.0.2) may be summarized as follows;

(i) If k = m -1, the solutions as given explicitly by Arsgeirsson(1936) is

9



u(x,t)=_1 f~ 2_ ···f!(x+at)dOJn
OJ ",-,arl

n I

(2.0.3)

{j)n = 2;rm/2/r (m12) is the case of the m-dimensional unit sphere.

(ii) If k > m -1, the solution was obtained by Weinstein (1952) and is given as

( ) OJk+l-mf f ( ) ( 2t:"
U x.t = OJ i:a;SI"'! x+at I-a da

k+l I

(2.0.4)

(iii) For k < m -1 but k;t -1, -3, -5, ... Weinstein (1954) improving on his results of 1952,

obtained the solution

(2.0.5)

where n is a positive integer chosen such that k + 2n ~ m -1 and u(k+2n) is given by (2.0.3)

or (2.0.4) with f replacedby !/(k+l)(k+3) ... (k+2n-l).

The solution of the Cauchy problem is unique for k > 0 where as for k < 0 it is not unique as

indicated by Weinstein (1952). In particular, the solution for the exceptional values is not

uruque.

Blum (1954) obtained by essentially different methods another solution for the exceptional cases.

His solution differs from the solution of Weinstein (1954) in that it is given as an explicit

formula and has further advantage that the function ! is required to have fewer continuous

derivatives namely, it is sufficient for ! to have derivatives of order at least( m - k + 3)/2 .
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u(x,t)=~f~ 2_ ···f!(x+at)dOJn
ill ..::,.arl

n 1

(2.0.3)

OJn= 2;rm/2/r(m/2) is the case of the m-dimensional unit sphere.

(ii) If k > m -1, the solution was obtained by Weinstein (1952) and is given as

OJ f f ()(k-m-l)/2u(x,t)= k+l-m ~a2$l'" !(x+at) 1-a2 da
OJk+1 z: j

I

(2.0.4)

(iii) For k<m-1 but k;t:-1,-3,-5, ... Weinstein (1954) improving on his results of1952,

obtained the solution

u (x, t) = t1
-
k (t:t J [tk+211-1U(k+211)(x, t) ] (2.0.5)

where n is a positive integer chosen such that k + 2n ~ m -1 and u(k+2n) is given by (2.0.3)

or (2.0.4) with ! replacedby !/(k+l)(k+3) ... (k+2n-l).

The solution of the Cauchy problem is unique for k > 0 where as for k < 0 it is not unique as

indicated by Weinstein (1952). In particular, the solution for the exceptional values is not

uruque.

Blum (1954) obtained by essentially different methods another solution for the exceptional cases.

His solution differs from the solution of Weinstein (1954) in that it is given as an explicit

formula and has further advantage that the function ! is required to have fewer continuous

derivatives namely, it is sufficient for ! to have derivatives of order at least (m - k +3)/2 .

10



Weinstein (1954) studied the mixed type partial differential equations in the theory of transonic

flow.The 'best known equation of this kind is the Tricomi equation which occurs in hodograph

method for plane flows of comprehensible fluids. In its normal form, Tricomi's equation is

related to the generalized axially symmetrical potential theory (GASPT), and to the hyperbolic

(EPD) equation.

An exposition of GASPT has been given by Weinstein (1953) and Gilbert (1969) amongst

others.

Using Chaplygin's notation, the Tricomi equation may be written in the form

dI'H+'P==O

where 'P denote the stream function. For a> 0 the equation is elliptic. For a < 0, it is

hyperbolic.

A problem of great importance in connection with Tricomi's equation is the determination of

(2.0.6)

a fundamental solution in the large, that is a solution defined in the entire e,a -plane and

having a logarithmic singularity at one point in the elliptic half-plane (a > 0), say e = 0,

a = fJ > O.

Weinstein (1955) determined such as solution by first obtaining a closed formula fora ~ O. Then

he used the data given by the formula on a = 0 as Cauchy data to determine the continuation of

his entire hyperbolic half-plane ( a < 0) .

Weinstein (1955) introduced the variables

x = e, g = ?j a%; a> 0

that reduces (2.0.6) to the normal form

11



(2.0.7)

whose generalization is the GASPT equation

~ 2 2 kL.J8:r,u+8yu+-8yu = 0
i=1 )I

(2.0.8)

For a < 0 ,introducing the variables

(2.0.9)

he obtained the normal form

2 2 18u-8u--8u=0
x I 3t I

(2.0.10)

whose generalization is the EPD equation

In 2 2 k
8u-8u--8u=0

XI I t I
i=1

(2.0.11)

for u(x" ...,xm,)I) and u(x" ... ,xm,t) respectively in (2.0.8) and (2.0.11).

Weinstein(l957) made an observation that mean value of a sufficiently smooth function is the

solution of a singular Cauchy problem for the hyperbolic EPD equation with a special

positive value of the index.

Motivated by this observation he solved the singular Cauchy problem for an EPD equation with

non-negative index. He investigated the properties of solution of the Cauchy problem under the

assumption that the initial data satisfies a differential equation of the Helmoholtz type.

To obtain the minimum and convexity properties of the solution he assumed the initial data to be

subhannonic. The main tool of investigation was the transformation of the EPD equation into a

generalized Tricomi equation in several variables. He noted that while the original Tricomi

12



equation had found its main applications in gas dynamics the same equation and its

generalizations to several variables can be used in the theory of subharmonic functions.

Fox (1959) studied a Singular Cauchy Problem for a hyperbolic partial differential equation in

m + 1 variables. The classical problem in this domain is that for the EPD equation, which in its

full generality has been investigated extensively since the appearance of Weinstein (1952).

His equation

(2.0.12)

where k and Aj are real or complex parameters restricted to two variables, goes back to the

Euler and Darboux. Stellmacher (1955), without connection with earlier studies, investigating

Huygens principle, found for (2.0.12) the fundamental solution and thus; in principle, solved the

regular Cauchy problem.

In (2.0.12) Fox (1959) excludes the exceptional values k = -1, -3, -5, ... the Singular Cauchy

Problem in (2.0.12) corresponds to the initial data (2.0.2).

The differential equation in the form considered by Stellmacher (1955), is obtained from (2.0.12)

k

by putting, u = vt 2. For Aj = 0 for every i (2.0.12)-(2.0.2) reduces to EPD equation. Assuming

that for each, i, Ixjl > It I~ 0 ,the right hand sum is a regular analytic elliptic differential operator

x (u) ,and therefore (2.0.12) belongs to the class of singular hyperbolic equations considered by

Bureau (1955). Bureau (1955) developed a solution for the singular Cauchy problem that

generalizes Weinstein (1952) for the EPD equation, but it is valid only in the small and had the

character of an existence theorem rather than that of an explicit solution. He did not examine

features such as differentiability conditions, uniqueness, and Huygens's principle.
"
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Fox(1959) gives an explicit solution in the large of the Singular Cauchy Problem (2.0.12)-

(2.0.2) in the domain lx/ > It I ~ 01. He determines the exact range of the parameter k for which

the solution is given by an integral operator. For all other non-exceptional values of k he

obtained the solution by means of a recursive procedure which gives the analytic continuation in

k of the integral. The question of uniqueness was extensively treated by means of techniques of

Zaremba (1915), Fredrichs' and Lewy (1928), the generality achieved being the same as that

obtained by Walter (1957) for the EPD equation. Fox (1959) shows that the equation (2.0.12)

admits several useful transformations associated with Weinstein's (1957) correspondence

principle.

Carroll (1961) proves the existence and uniqueness for some generalized EPD equations and

growth and convexity properties of the solutions were studied for multiply, subhannonic, initial

values. Solutions of EPD equatins due to Carroll case presented in a separated locally convex.
space E.

Diaz and Kiwan (1966) remarked on the publication ofDiaz and Ludford (1956), for obtaining a

solution for all values of the time, to the Singular Cauchy Problem for the EPD equation for

values of the parameter k > m -1. They verified directly that a certain multiple integral involving

the initial value function f( .x;,x2, ... ,xn) provides a solution to the problem. Their treatment is a

modification of an argument due to Weinstein (1953). Weinstein's proof requires that fbe of

class C' while Diaz and Ludford (1955) discussion requires only that fbe of class C".

Carroll (1976) developed in the context of general harmonic analysis on certain symmetric

spaces that had a far reaching extension of the classical theory ofEPD equations. Fusaro (1966)

obtained a series solution of the singular, mixed EPD problem (2.0.1)-(2.0.2)

14



withu(x,t)= u(1l',t)= 0; 0 ~ t , by elementary means and series solution reduced to a closed

fonn. He showed that the solution obtained is unique. He expressed the solution as the mean

value ofthe initial datum j", taking the form of the known solution of the initial value problem

(2.0.1)-(2.0.2). He finally discussed the physical interpretation and a regular mixed problem.

Fujiie' (1993a, 1993b, and 1997) discussed the equation of the type

(2.0.14)

which referred to as Fuchsian equation (Baouendi, 1973, Tahara 1979) with respect to the

hypersurface {t = o]. This equation may be reduced to the EPD equation

fi u--q-a u+~a u=o
~'l ~ _ 17 ~ ~ - 17 '1

(2.0.15)

if we let x = ~ + 17 andt = ~ - 17. We note that u = (~- a fP (17 - ar is a s'olution of(2.0.15),

where 'a' is a parameter. Fujiie' (1993a, 1993b, 1997) studies were in the space ofholomorphic

functions.

His aim was to determine the singularities of the solution obtained by the holomorphic data. The

problem has no analogy in the theory of ordinary differential equations and in the theory of

partial differential equations it plays a fundamental role because the singularities do not depend

on data.

Demek (2002) determined the solution of the generalized and equation

(2.0.16)

subject to (2.0.2 by determining a series that is continuous and absolutely convergent over some

suitable interval.
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Iyaya (2004) discussed the problem

(2.0.17)

that is characteristic on the hyper planes t = 0 and x = 0 .

§ 2.1 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

We wish to solve (i) a Cauchy Problem for wave equation (ii) Singular Cauchy Problem ofEPD

equation by the Riemann's method that has not featured in any of the literature cited. We shall as

well discuss the generalized singular Cauchy problem due to Demek (2002) first by taking the

Fourier transform in the space coordinate where certain properties of the Fourier transform are

assumed. An integral differential equation is obtained on some suitable interval and a series

solution is obtained which is continuous and analytic over the interval that contains the

singularity.

§ 2.2 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

(i) To solve Euler-Poisson-Darboux equations by Riemann's Method.

(ii) Get a generalized solution ofEPD equation in the space of tempered distributions where

Trace Theorem has to be employed along the boundary. By using such a fine space, the model

represents almost an ideal state of the phenomena under study.
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CHAPTER THREE

§ 3.0 THE GENERAL CAUCHY PROBLEM

§ 3.1 Introduction

In this section we discuss the general Cauchy problem, existence and uniqueness of solution. We

determine the solution of the general Cauchy problem which is the wave equation we obtain the

D'Alemberts solution for one-dimension homogeneous case which is unique and depends

continuously on the data prescribed. For dimension n > 1, we apply method of Spherical means

to get solution for n odd is got by reducing the n -dimensional wave equation to I-dimensional

so that solution obtained is the D'Alemberts and on unraveling the transformations used a

solution is written. For n > 1 and even, a "method of descend" is deployed to solve Cauchy

problem.

We look at the general k th order equation

(3.1.1)

where F is always assumed to be (at least) C1
.

Let S be a hypersurface of class c' . If u is a Ck
-
1 function defined near S, the quantities

u,avu, ...,a~-luon S are called the Cauchy data of u on s ; where Oy is the normal derivative on a

neighbourhood of S. The Cauchy problem is to solve (3.1) when the Cauchy data of u on S are

pre-assigned.

We shall assume all our considerations to be restricted to a neighbourhood of a given point on S

.We thus assume that a change of coordinates has been made so that S contains the origin and,

near the origin, coincides with the hyperplane x, = O. We can then make a slight change in the

17
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notation. We shall consider R" as ~ xJR and denote the coordinate by (x,t)

wherex = (~, ...,xn_1) • Derivatives with respect to x variables will be denoted by a~ , w

herea = (a1,...,an_1), and derivatives with respect to t will be denoted by a{. We can then

restate Cauchy problem as follows: Given functions a., ...,tPk_l of x, solve

(3.1.2)

(O~j<k). (3.1.3)

We observe that if u is a function of class C' withr ~ k, then the Cauchy data {tPi}detennine

all derivatives a~a{u on S with j < k andlal + j ~ r ; in fact

a~a{u(x,o) = a~tPi(x)

Hence the only quantity in the differential equation (3.1.2-3.1.3) which is unknown on S is a;u

In order for the Cauchy problem to be well posed, we must assume that the equation

F = 0 can be solved fora;u .

In the linear case,

F{x,t,(a~a{u)11 '< }= L GaAx,t)a~a{u- f(x,t),
a+J_k I I 'a+J'f,k

this assumption means that S is non-characteristic. Indeed, "S is non-characteristic" means that

.-aOl (x, 0) :;,0, hence by continuity GOl (x, t) :;,0 , for small t , and we can solve for a;u:

18



If this condition is not satisfied then the solution obtained fails to be unique as by the examples

mentioned below.

(i) The line t = 0 is characteristic for the equation axa1u = 0 in}R2. If u is a solution of this

constant. Thus the Cauchy problem is not solvable in general. On the other hand, if rPl is a

constant, then there is no uniqueness! We can take u(x,t)=rPo(x)+ I(t) where fis any

function with I' (0) = rP].

(ii) The line t = 0 is characteristic for the equation a!u - atu = 0 in}R2. Here if we are given

that u is a solution with u (x, 0) = rPo(x), then atu (x, 0) is already completely determined;

In the quasi - linear case,

F{x,t,( a~a;u) } = I aaj {x,t,(a~a:u) nI. }a:a:u
lal+ jst I I . k Ipl+z:Sk-1

a+J=

-b {x,t,(a~a:u) },
IPI+i:Sk-l

We say that the Cauchy problem (3.1.2-3.1.3) is non-characteristic if

a . [x 0 {aP A.. (x)} ] #: 0
Ok " x 'f'/ IPI+iSk-1

for all""x ; again, this allows us to solve for the derivative a:.
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In the general case, the equation

will usually not determine UOk uniquely as a function of x on S . Therefore, we phrase the

non-characteristic condition as follows: the quantity UOk can be determined as Cl a function of

x on S so that

F[x,O,{O~¢j(X)}II .. UOk(x)]=o
a+]$k,]<k,

for all x . In this case, we can solve the equation F = 0 for UOk as a Cl function G of the

remaining variables near S, by the implicit function theorem, and write the differential equation

in the normal form!

(3.1.4)

The Cauchy data {¢j} together with (3.1.4) determine all derivatives of U of order ~ k on S .

If G is sufficiently smooth, we can also determine higher derivatives ofu. Namely,

differentiating (3.1.4) with respect to,

~k+l = oG " oG ~a ~+I
VI U + L.J VxV/ u.at lal+j$k,j<k OUaj

All the quantities on the right are known on S ,SO O~+IU is also; hence we know all derivatives

of U of order ~ k +1 on S. Applying 01 more times, we obtain higher derivatives .In particular,

and we-have:
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Proposition 3.1.

Suppose that G, ¢o, ... ,fA-l are analytic functions. Then there is at most one analytic function U

satisfying (3.1.4) such that8!u( x.O] = ¢j (x) for 0 ~ j < k.

Proof; By Taylor's formula, an analytic function is completely determined by the values of its

derivatives at one point.

Proposition 3.2.

Suppose G is continuous and there is a constant C > 0 such that for all x, t E IR" and all

IG{x,t,( uaj )}-G{x,t,( Vaj HI ~ cIIUaj -Vajl
a,)

If U and V are two solutions of (3.4) with the same Cauchy data on S, and the derivatives

a~a;uand a~8;v existfor lal~q and j~r(q,r?k), thenthesederiv~tivesagreeonS.

Proof. Let oi = U - v . It suffi ces to show that a~m = 0 on S for

m ~ r , as then the x -derivatives of these functions also vanish on S. We proceed by induction

on m , the case m < k , being true by assumption. Suppose then that m ? k and a:m = 0 on S for

i < m. By Taylor's theorem,

(t ~ 0) (3.1.5)

and for j<k and I a I+ j ~ k,

Folland, (1979), John (1982), Lawrence (1998), Garabedian (1964) , et al). Thus by assumption

onG,
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la~m(x,t)1 = IG[x,t, {a~a{u( x,t )}] - G[ x,t, {a~a{v( x,t )}]I

~ c~::Ia~a~u(x,t) - a~a{v( x,t)1

(t--+O)

Hence by (3.1.5)

m-k

(t ) a~to (x, 0) = 0 (tm-
k

)
m-k !

(t--+O),

which force a~m(x,O) to be O.

Although the problem of Cauchy is good from the point of view of determining a unique

solution, existence is another matter, especially if we want a solution in a specified domain and

not just in some neighbourhood of the initial hyper surface S. The Cauchy problem tends to be

overdetermined except in certain special situations. The appropriate boundary conditions for a

differential equation depend strongly on the particular form of the equation.

The discussion on existence is summarized in the theorem:

Theorem 3.1. (The Cauchy - Kowaleskia theorem)

If G, tPo,"" tPk-1 are analytic near the origin, there is a neighbourhood of the origin on which the

Cauchy problem a~u = G{x,t,(aaa;u) },
x lal+j~k,j<k

has a unique analytic solution.

Now for the solution of a boundary or initial value problem to be meaningful, it must conform to

the physical situation. i.e. well-posed.
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Boundary value problem for the elliptic equation and Cauchy problems for a hyperbolic equation

are well posed. A Cauchy problem for the elliptic equation and boundary value problem for the

hyperbolic equation are not well posed.

Solution of the Cauchy Problems

In this section, we apply method of spherical means in solution of wave equation.

The wave operator is the prototype of the class hyperbolic operators. We shall construct the

solution of the Cauchy problem

(3.1.6)

u(x,O) = f(x,) (3.1.7)

For the one dimensional case the classical solution (D' Alembert's) to (3.1.6-3.1.7) IS

1 [ ] 1 fX+Iu(x,t)=- f(x+t)+ f(x-t) +- g(s)ds2 2 ~ (3.1.8)

.
If f is C2 and g is cl on R", then u on R" xIR and satisfies (3.1.6-3.1.7) in the classical
sense.
For n > 1, we construct the solution when n is odd, where we can reduce the problem to

one-dimensional case, and then obtain the even-dimensional solutions by modifying the

odd-dimensional ones.

We have to discuss some results that prepare us to solve the problem.

Theorem 3.2.

Suppose L is a partial differential operator on R". Then L commutes with translations and

rotations if and only ifL is a polynomial in ~-that is, L = L aj"~,.J for some constants aj'

Since the Laplaceian commutes with rotations, it preserves the class of radial functions, on which

it reduces to an ordinary differential operator called the radial part of the Laplacian. We compute

it explicitly .
.;
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Proposition 3.3.

If f (x ) = ¢ (r) where x E lRnand r = Ixl, then

n-l4f(x) = ¢"(r)+-¢'(r.)
r

(3.1.9)

Proof. Since, raXj = xi, we have

=¢"(r)+~¢I(r )-.!.¢I(r).
r r

Theorem 3.3. The mean value theorem

Suppose u is harmonic on an open set O. If x E nand r>O is small enough so that

.u(x)= ,,_~ f u(y)dcr(y)=_l f u(x+ry)dcr(y)
r (j)n S,(x) (j)" S,(O)

(3.1.10)

Proof. The second equality follows from the change of variable y ~ x + ry and by composing

with a translation we may assume that x = O. To prove the first equality, we use Green's identity

f( W77U-U077V )dcr = f (v~u-u~v)dx
s 0

(3.1.11)

24



Where n is a bounded domain with smooth boundary S and u,v are C1 functions onfz . We

take u to be our harmonic function, v(y) = lyl2-n if n:;t 2 or v(y) = loglyl ifn = 2, and

n= B,(0) \Be (0) where 0 < e < r. With this specification of v , it is harmonic in nand

avv is the constant (2_n)rl-n is on Se(O) and the constant _(2_n)c1
-
n on Se(O)(The

minus sign is there because of the orientation of. Se (0) is the opposite of the usual one and the

factor (2 - n) should be omitted when n = 2 .) Thus by (3.11)

0= f (wI/u-ual/v)da- f (wI/u-u81/v)da
~(~ S&(~

= r2
-
n f 81/uda +c2

-
n f al/da

S,(O) S,(O)

-(2-n)rl-1I f uda+(2-n)c1
-
n f uda

~(~ S&(~

Now if u is harmonic on n then f al/uda = O. This comes as a result of the Green's identity
S

with v = 1. Hence the first two terms in the last sum vanish, so

n-! f uda = n-~ f uda
r OJn S,(O) C OJ" S,(O)

But u is continuous, so the right hand side, being the mean value of u on S, (0), converges to

u(O) as c~o

Definition:

If ¢ is a continuous function on IR. n, X E IR.n, and r > 0, we define the spherical mean M¢ (x, r)

to be the average value of ¢ on S, (x) :
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The substitution z = x + ry turns this into

M;(x,r)=_l r ¢(x+ry)da(y) (3.1.12)
OJ JlYlzi

n

for r E llt We regard M; as the function on R" x lR defined by (3.1.12). It is even in r and

ck in both x and r if ¢ is Ck
. Moreover M, (.,0) = ¢.

Now ifT is any rotation on lRn
, by theorem (3.2) we have

~x [¢(x+TY)] = [~¢](x+Ty) = ~y [¢(x+TY)]

where ~ x and ~ y denote the Laplacian acting in the variables x and y . Since the average of

¢ (x +Ty) over all relations is M, (x, Iyl), we obtain

Therefore by (3.1.8),

(3.1.13)

We explain what we mean by (3.1.13).

Proposition 3. 4.

If ¢ is a C2 function on R" , then M, satisfies (3.1.13) on R" x lR.

Proof. It suffices to consider r > 0, since both sides of(3. 1.13) are even functions of r. Also ifu

is a differentiable function defined near S, we can define the normal derivatives of u on S by
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We used the derivative on the sphere s, (Y). since lines through the centre of the sphere are

perpendicular to the sphere, we have

x-Y17(x)=-,
r

r=lx-yl·

Hence a,.M",(x,r)=_l r ~ Ykay ¢(x+ry)dO"(y),. ai J i.YI=l L..J k
n

and by divergence theorem which states;

f F(Y).17(y)dO"(y)= fV.F(x)dx
S 0

(3.1.14)

where n E Rn is a bounded domain with C1 boundary S = an and Fa C1 vector field on

n; we have

=_1 f r~¢(x+ry)dy
{j)n i.YIsl

= n-~ f ~¢(x+ z )dz.
r to; 1=lsT

Differentiating the left and dividing by rn
-

1 completes our proof

Corollary 3.1.

Suppose u(x,t) is a c2 function on R" x R, and let Mil (x,r,t) Denote the spherical mean of the

function x ~ u (x, t). Then u satisfies the wave equation if and only if Mil satisfies
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(3.1.15)

for each x E R".

Tbe proof is immediate by proposition (3.4).

When n is odd the differential equation (3.1.15) can be reduced to the one-dimensional wave

equation by means of the following identities.

Lemma 3.1.

If k ~ 1 ande E Ck+1 (lR), then

a; (r-Iar t-I [r2k-I¢(r) ] = (r-Iar t [r2kl (r) ] (3.1.16)

The right side of (3.1.16) equals

(r-Ia r t-I [r2k-I¢" (r ) + 2kr2k-I¢, (r) J.

Thus if we define the differential operator T, by

(3.1.16) says that

a;~¢ = t,[(a; + 2kr-'ar )¢J.
Thus if n = 2k +1, T, converts (3.1.15) into the one-dimensional wave equation.

Now in ~¢ there are 2k -1 powers of r in the numerator and k -1 in the denominator, and

k -1 derivatives. Expand Tk¢ by the product rule; if j derivatives act on ¢ , then k -1- j

derivatives must act on the powers of r, leaving the factor of r to the power
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(2k -1) - (k -1) - (k - 1- j) = j +1.

Thus

k-I
Tk¢(r) =LCjrj+I¢(J) (r),

o
(3.1.17)

where

(
-I )k-I 2k-1 ( )Cor= r 8r r =1.3 ... 2k-l r

We are now ready to solve the Cauchy problem (3.1.1-3.1.2) when the space dimension n is odd

and > 1. Suppose that u satisfies (3.1.1-3.1.2), and suppose for the moment that u, j, and g

(n+3){
are smooth - at least of class C 2. By corollary (l). the spherical mean Mu satisfies the

differential equation (3.1.15) with initial conditions.

Mu (x,r,O) = Mf (x,r ),8,Mu (x,r,O) = Mg (x,r)

Thus if we set

- - -u = TMu,j = TMf,g = TMg, where

( ) ( ) (
-I )(n-3)/2 [ n-2 ( )]T . = ~n-I)/2 . = r 8r r.

The remark following lemma (3.1) show that

~(x,r,O) = 7(x,r,),8,~(x,r,O) = g(x,r).

The solution to this problem is given by

..:' 1 - - 1 fr+f -
u(x,r,t)=-[ j(x,r+t)+ j(x,r-t) ]+- g(x,s)ds,

2 2 ~
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so it remains to recover u from u M; is obtained from u by undoing the operator T,

i.e, by successive integrations, and then u is obtained from M; by setting r = 0 . By using

(3.1.17) with ¢(r) = M; (x,r,t) andk = .!(n-l):
2

u(x t)=M (x 0 t)=lim ~(x,r,t)
, u" r-+O C r

o

where Co=1.3 ... (n-2). Since Mf and Mg are even functions ofr, 7 and g are odd, and

ar! is even; hence by L'Hospital's rule,

u(x,t) = lim-l-[7(x,r +t)+ 7(x,r -t)+ rr+
t g(x,s )dsJ

x-+o 2C r J,-t
o

= _1 [( a,7)(x,r )Ir;,+( a,7)( x,r)1 + g(x,t)- g(x, -t)]
2C r;-/

o ~

If we unravel the derivative of !, g, and Co we obtain the formula for u interns of ! and g

as:

Theorem 3.3.

Suppose n is odd and n 2:: 3 . If! E C"-3 / 2 (JR."), and g E C( "+1)/2 (JR.") the function
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(3.1.18)

solves the Cauchy problem (3.1.1-3.1.2).

Proof: Up to a constant factor, the second term on the right of(3.1.18) is

( ) (
-i )(n-3)/2 [ n-2 ( )]v x.t = t at t Mg x.t ,

and by corollary (3.1) and lemma (3.1) we have

( ) (
_\ )(n-3)/2 [ n-2 ()]L1xV x.t = t at t L1xMg x.t

2 (-\ )(n-3)/2 [ n-2 ()] 2 ( )=at t a/ t Mg x.t =a,V x.t

so this term satisfies the wave equation. Likewise, the function

satisfies the wave equation, and hence so does = a/OJ (X, t), which is the first term on the right

of (3.18). As for the initial conditions, by (3.17) we have

u( X,I) = 0, [1Mr (X,t) + ~: I'o#r (x,l) +0(13
)] +1M, (X,I)+ 0(1')

Hence u(x,O) = Mf (x,O) = f(x)
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and,

whichcompletes the proof.

Thesolution of the Cauchy problem (3.1.1-3.1.2) for even n is readily derived from the solution

forodd

n by the" method of descent"( See Carabedian, 1986; P.204). We observe that if U IS a

solution of the wave equation in lR.n+1 x lR. that does not depend onxn +1, and then u satisfies the

wave equation in lR.n x lR.. Thus we state the result as a theorem:

Theorem 3.4

Suppose n is even. If f E C(n+4)/2 (lR.n) and, g E C(n+2)/2 (lR.n), the function

u(x,t) = 2 [al (rial )(n-2)/2 {tn_1 r f (x + ty) dY} + (rial )(n-2)/2 {tn_1 r g (x + ty) dy}l
1.3... (n -1) aJn+1 JIYISI ~1_IYI2 JlJ1s1 ~1_IYI2

(3.1.19)

solves the Cauchy problem (3.1.1-3.1.2).

The next hurdle is to solve the n-dimension wave equation by Riemann's method.
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CHAPTER FOUR

§ 4.0 Solution of n-dimension Wave equation by Riemann's method

We shall construct the solution of the Cauchy problem (n-dimension wave equation)

(4.0.1)

u(x,o)= f(x)~ (4.0.2)

The method devised by Riemann to solve the problem of Cauchy applies to linear hyperbolic,

partial differential equations of second order for one unknown function u of the independent

variables. For homogeneous equation the essential points in the method are:

(i) The introduction of the characteristic as coordinate lines

(ii) The construction of the line integral

I = f (Bdx - Ady) which vanishes around closed paths where A and B are certain bilinear

forms in u,ux,uy and v,ux' Vy where v (Riemann's) function is a properly chosen two

parameter family of solution of a second order linear partial differential equations, called the

adjoint equation.

There is one advantage to be gained from solving for the Riemann's function if this is possible.

Once this is determined the differential equation under question can be solved for Cauchy data

on any other non-characteristic curve.

Since the Laplacian commutes with rotations, it preserves the class of radial functions, on which

it reduces to an ordinary differential operator called the radial part of the Laplacian.

For x e R" andr=lxl, the radial part is written

2 n-1
~r = 8r +--8r.

r

~
Hence we write (4.0.1-4.0.2) as:
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(4.0.3)

u(r,O) = f(r); 8,u(r,0) = g(r) (4.0.4)

The principal tool we shall use to derive an integral formula for the solution of the Cauchy

problem (4.0.1) is Green's theorem

Jf(u,,+vy}dxdy= J(udy-wb:)
D c

(4.0.5)

Here the line integral on the right is evaluated in the counter clockwise direction over the closed

contour C bounding the region of integration D. The integrand on the left is recognized to be

divergence of the vector (u, v) . Our objective is to set up such a divergence of expression

(u" +Vy) involving the linear differential operator

()
2 2 n-lL u =8u-8u---8u1 r rr

(4.0.6)

that appears in the partial differential equation (4.0.3).

For the purpose at hand we introduce an adjoint operator M (v) on a new unknown v . The

operator M (v) is defined so that the combination of terms

vL(u)-uM(v) = u"+vY. (4.0.7)

To find M (v) ,we set ourselves the task of integrating the product vL (u) by parts so as to

remove differentiations from the function U . Examining the terms in L (U ), we are lead to

write

v8;u = 81(v8,u-u8,v) + u8;v
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v8;u = 8r (v8ru-u8rv )+u8;v

= a,(va,u-ua,v)-a,{va,u-ua,v+ (n-:)uv}

VL(u)-uM(v)= a, (va,u- ua,v)-a, {va,u-ua,v+ (n- :)uv} (4.0.8)

where

(4.0.9)

The equation (4.0.8) is called the Lagrange's Identity.

Solutions of the adjoint equation

M(v)=O (4.0.10)

play an important role in the theory oflinear partial differential equation (4.0.3).

Our efforts will now be directed towards expressing the general solution of (4.0.3) in terms of

particular solutions of the adjoint equation (4.0.10). Inserting (4.0.7) into Green's theorem

(4.0.5) to establish the fundamental formula

(4.0.11)
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Let R denote the point (~, 1]) .The characteristics through R play an important role in formula

(4.0.11) since they serve to define the limits of integration here. The triangular region D

bounded by the initial curve and a pair of characteristics through R, together with the Cauchy

data along the arc fro P to Q of the initial curve which is cut out by these characteristics are

sufficient to determine the solution u of the Cauchy problem at the point R.

t

--+---~--------------------~r

r+t=~ +11

D

Fig. 4.1 The Characteristic Initial Value Problem

We integrate the right-hand side of (4.0.11) with (4.0.10) in mind by parts along the

characteristic segments QR and RP to eliminate partial derivatives of

u there.

We explicitly discuss the derivation:

Since L(u)=O (4.0.11) reduces to

~~ [[( vo,u-uo,v)dr +(vO,u-uo,v+ n; 1uv)dt1
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AlongQR, dr=-dt

= -u v +u V +2fR U(dV- nvdr)
R R Q Q JQ r

Nv
dv=-dr on r+t = ~ +77

r
(4.0.12)

where N = (n -1)/2

Along RP; dr = dt and so

fP[ 2Nuv ]
R vdu-udv+-r-dr

provided
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dv= Nv dr
r

on r-t=~-17 (4.0.13)

In addition we ask that

v(R}=1 (4.0.14)

With the four restrictions (4.0.10), (4.0.12), (4.0.13), and (4.0.14), we have

or

By integration we find that

which satisfies the conditions (4.0.12-4.0.14) but not (4.0.10). Hence we try

For simplicity we change notations as a J..l= J..l and dF = F' etc.
r r du

We have

a/v = (;if F'(J..l)J..l/

a;v=(;if [F"(J..l)J..l/2 +F'(J..l)J..la]
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f),V=- ~(; rF(p)+(~r F'(p)p,

f)~v=N(;'+1)(1if' F(p)- 2;(~rF'(p)p,

+(~r F"(Ii)(lir)2 +(~r F'(Ii)lirr

N [(;)N+l ] _ N[ (N +1J(;)N+2 (;)N+l, ]-8 - F - - - - - F + - F (Ii) lir
; r ;; r r

-N(N +1)(;)N+2 N(;)N+l,;2 -; F(Ii)+T -; F (Ii)lir

The adjoint equation (4.0.10) becomes;

(4.0.16)

Now
r-; IiIi =----

r 2r; r

t-TJ
lit = 2r;

t-TJ
rlit= 2;
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Hence F (.u) satisfies

(.u2 -.u )F"(.u)+(2.u-1)F'(.u)- N(N +1)F(.u) = 0 (4.0.17)

On letting w = 1- 2.u, then F (w) satisfies

(1- w2)F"(w)-2wF'( w)+N(N + l)F( w) = 0

which is the Legendre differential equation of order N.

(4.0.18)

Hence the Riemann's function for the equation (4.1.3) IS

v(r,t;;,17) = (Vrj"p{' +;'2~~t-17 )'}

Thus v(X,O;;,17) = (Vr)" p{' +;,';-17'}
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wheredashes denote differentiation with respect to argument.

Hence

(4.0.19)

Now

provided ~ * 17

Similarly

Hence the solution

f(~ + 17)(_~-JN+ f(~ -17)(-~-J}; { N 2 2 2
u(~.'7l~ ?+'7 2 ?~'7 +~r,' g( Tl( ;) p{ +;T?~'7 )

~f( Tl['7;::1r; (T' +;:?~'7')]}dT

Inthe variables (r, t) we have

N (2 2 2}r ir+l -N () r + r - t+- r g r PN t2 r-/ 2rr
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N-I 1 (2 2 2}__r -tfn 'r-N-If('r)p~ 'r +r -t t
2 ~ ~'r

(4.0.20)

For N = 0 ~ n=l, (4.0.3) reduces to one-dimension equation whose solution by (4.0.20) is

( ) f(r+t)+f(r-t) 1f'+I () ('r2+r2-t2J
U r,t = +- g r Po dt

2 2 ,-1 Ztr

( 2 2 2}t 1r+1 -I ( ) , 'r + r - t-- 'r f 'r Po t
2r r=t Ztr

f(r+t)+ f(r-t) 1 f'+I= +- g('r)d'r ; since P.'(x)=O2 2 ,-1 0

This is D' Alemberts formula.

Theorem 4.1.

If f is C2 and g is C on lRn
, then u is C2 on lRn x lR and satisfies (4.0.20) in the

classical sense. We can afford a partial check by taking

(4.0.21)

Hence the unique solution of the equation

82 2 2u-8 --8 u=OI r rr
(4.0.22)
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which satisfies the initial conditions u (r, °)= r3
, 8 rU (r, °)= r2 is given by (4.0.21).

Verification:

u(r,O) = r3

8ru(r,t) = r2 _t2

8/u(r,O)=r2

Also

8ru = 3r2 + 2rt

8;u = 6r+2t
8/u = r2 _t2

8;u = -2t

= 6r + 4t - 6r - 4t = 0 0
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CHAPTER FIVE

§ 5.0 SINGULAR CAUCHY PROBLEM OF EULER POISSON DARBOUX EQUATION

§ 5.1 Introduction

The singular Cauchy problem for Euler Poison Darboux (EPD) equation can be formulated as

follows: Let f (x) = f (xp ..., xn) be an arbitrary function is differentiable continuously. It is

required to find a function u (x) which satisfies the conditions;

(5.1.1)

u(x,o)=f(x), 8,u(x,0)=0 (5.1.2)

where in the EPD equation (5.1.1) it is understood that !J.. is n-dimensional Laplace operator,

x = (Xl' X2' ... ' xn) is a point in lR.n , k is a real parameter and t is the time variable.

§ 5.2 CONSTRUCTION OF SOLUTION

Now for x E]Rn and r = lxi, then

Thus we write (5.1.1) as

(5.2.1)

We solve this problem for k = n -1 which we rename as N .

The characteristics of (5.2.1) being r ±t, we reduce (5.2.1) to canonical form:
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where X = r+t, Y = r-t. Further, the substitution r = X2 and s = _y2 leads to

(r -s )8~u - N( 8ru -8su) = 0 (5.2.2)

We next determine the adjoint equation of (5.2.2) whose solution is a two parameter function

denoted by

v(r,s~;,~) known as Riemann's function.

Let

(5.2.3)

Then

(5.2.4)

(r - s) v8;su= 8r {( r - s) v8sU}- 8 r «r - s) v}8sU

= 8r {(r -s )v8su}-8s {u8r (r - s )v}+u8;s {(r - s)v}

= 8r {(r - s)v8su}- 8s {uv+ (r - s)u8rv}

+u{-8rv+8sv+(r -s )8~v}. (5.2.5)

For geometry; we also have

(r -s )v8~u = 8s {(r-s )v8ru}-8r {-uv+(r + S )u8sv}

+u{-8rv+8sv+(r -s )8;s}. (5.2.6)

-Nv8ru = -8r (Nuv )+u8r (Nv) (5.2.7)

Nv8su = 8s (Nuv)- u8s (Nv) (5.2.8)

Using (5.2.5-5.2.8); results
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vL(u)-uM(v)= O,[r;s (VO,U-UO,V)-( N -~}VJ

+o.[';S (VO,U-UO,V)-( N - ~)UVJ (5.2.9)

where

M(v) = (r-s )o~v+(N -l)(o,v-osv) (5.2.10)

is the adjoint equation of (5.2.3).

We take recourse of the figureS. 1 below to write the solution of (5.2.1)

y

Fig. 5.1 Singular Cauchy Problem

Applying Green's theorem to the identity (5.2.9)~

lj{vL( u)-uM(v)}drds = ~ fe {[(r-s )(vo,u-uo,v)-( N -~)uv }s

-[(r-s)( vo,u-uo,v)-( N -~)uv Jdr} (5.2.11)

We require thatM (v) = 0 ; then, along y p we have dr = 0 and

46



0= ~ f:[(r-s)(va,u-ua,v)-( N - ~)UVds]

=~ f:{(r-s)[(va,u+ua,v)- 2ua,vJ-(N - ~)UV}ds.
On integrating by parts we get

o = -~(r -s )[u(p )v(p )+(r -s )u(y)v(y)J+O provided

(- - -) (- )N-lv r,s;r,s, = r-s

and along px ;

o = -~(r - s)[ uC~)v(~)- U(F)V(P) ] + 0

( - - -) ( -)N-lv r,s;r,s, = r-s

The required Riemann's solution of (5.2.1) is given by

-- S; {p( u, v )ds +Q( u, v)dr} (5.2.12)

where
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To this far what only remains to be determined is v, the Riemann's function. It is a two

parameter family v = v(r,s;~,s) of solutions of adjoint equation (5.2.10); which satisfies the

conditions

(- - -) (- )N-lv r,s;r,s = r-s , ( - - -) ( -)N-lv r,s;r,s = r-s (5.2.13)

A one parameter family of solutions of (5.2.10) was given by Darboux (1915) as

v(r,s) = (r-a r' (a-s t: (5.2.14)

a being the parameter of the family. The one parameter (5.2.14) offers the starting point for our

construction of the Riemann function. The form of the Riemann function usually predicted by

what Copson (1958) calls an "inspired guess" rather than following a formal procedure which

requires no intuition. We may accordingly confine our attention to the half plane lying under the

liner = s.

We construct the Riemann function for (5.2.4) under the following restrictions:

-
r t- r z-ts, s « s, N=-A, (O<A<I) (5.2.15)

By forming the solution (cf .Darboux, op. cit; pp-66-68);

v = I¢(a)(r-af' (a-sf' da,
s

where ¢(a) is an arbitrary function, we gain a solution of (5.2.10) containing an arbitrary

function. Taking ¢ (a) = 0 for s $ a $ ~, we write a two parameter family of solutions
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-
V= r¢(a)(r-afA(a-sr~ da+ s:¢(a)(r-afA(a-sfA da (5.2.16)

involving an arbitrary function.

We determine this arbitrary function ¢(a) such that the conditions (5.2.13) are met. We

consider the first of the integrals. We define

p(t)=G(t)=o,O~t~~,

-t~r

Then by use of the fact that the solution of Abel's integral equation; Bucher (1929)

o <ReA<1

IS

u ( x ) = sin JTA ~ r f (t ) dt
JT dx ° (X-It;.

we have

The solution of this integral is

( )_sinJTAioG'()( )A-ld SinJTAfa( )A-ldp a --- t a-I 1=-- _ a-I I,
JT 0 JT r

from which we obtain

SinJTA (a-~t (a-~t (r_s)A
JTA r-r

(5.2.17)
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Substituting ¢(a) in (5.2.16), we obtain

v= S;

On introducing a new variable t by setting

in the first and second integrals respectively, we obtain;

Hence the Riemann function v is obtained in the form

(5.2.l8)

(5.2.19)

(5.2.20)

This Riemann function can be expressed in terms of the Appell's hypergoemetric functions of

two variables, A. Erdelyi (1950)

( /..) ~ (a,m+n)(p,m)(p/,n) m nF; a,p,p ,r,x,Y = L.J ( )(1 )(1 ) x Y ,
m,n=O r.m +n ,m ,n
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(a,r) = a(a +1)...(a+r-1).

Now we have

If we put a = 1+ It, f3= -It, f3'= It, r = 2 in this formula we observe that

where F; is given by (5.2.21). r(z) and f3(1+1t,1-It) are Gamma and Beta functions

respectively.

r(a)r(r-a) _ r(l+lt)r(l-A) _ ( ) (_ )
r(r) - r(2) -r l+A rIA.

Theorem 5.1.

r(I+A)r(I-It)=~ .
Sln1l"A

Proof. Let Ii dx= dl
X= /(I-t); (l_t)2

roo x" r1 A. ( )-A.
Jo -(1-+-x)-2 dx-= Jo' 1- t dt

_ _ r(l+lt)r(I-It)_
-B(I+It,I-It)- r(2) -r(I+It)r(I-A) (a)

On the other hand, consider
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Since z = 0 is a branch point,
y

choose C as the contour of figure 5.2 where the positive
D

but are separated for visual purposes.

E
---~ B

real axis is the branch line and where AB

and GH is coincident with the x-axis

The integrand has the pole

z = -1 of multiplicity two inside C.

Residue at z = -1= e" is

F

Fig. 5.2 Contour Integration

By residue's theorem we have

_A
J. - d - 2 ·1 ;,r(,1-I)'f 2 Z - m se ,
C (1+ z)

or omitting the integrand,

J +f + f +f =2Tli2eiJr
(,1-I)

AB BDEFG JGH HJA

We thus have

where we have used z = xe21Ci for the integral along GH, since the argument of z is increased by
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in going around the circle BDEFG.

Taking the limit as e ~ 0 and R ~ co and noting that the second and fourth integrals approach

zero, we find

..t 0 2l1'/1 ..t
1"0 x 2 dx +Ie .x 2 dx = 2JZ'A.ieiK{..t-i)

o (l+x) "'(I+x)

or

..t

(1- e2l1'i..t) r'" x dx = 2JZ'A.ieJl'/(..t-i)

Jo (l+xr

so that

---- (b)

From (a) and (b) the result follows 0

We find on writing;

r-r
x==--=,

s-r
r-r

y=---, and
s-r

s-s
x==--=,

r-s
s-s

y=--
r-s

that the Riemann function may be expressed as follows:

(- -J..t ( - -J- r-s r-r r-rv = (r -r) --- F.. 1+A.;-A.;A;2;=-=,---
r-s s-r s-r

(- -J..t ( - -J- r-s s-s s-s-(s-s) --- F..1+A.;-A.;A.;2;=-=,---
r-s r-s r-s

(5.2.22)

It will be recalled that the Riemann function was derived under the restrictions (5.2.15). These

restrictions we now proceed to remove. Availing ourselves of the formula: Bailey, (1935)

53



F;(a~f3,f3'~r~x,y)= (l-x)-P (1- y)-P'F;(r-a~f3,f3'~r~~,~J,
x-I y-l

We find alternative expressions for the hypergeometric functions in (5.2.22), namely,

( - -J ( -JA. (- JA. ( - -Jr-r r-r r-s r-s r-r r-rF; I+A~-A,A~2~=-=,-- = =-= - F; l-A~-A,A~2~--,- ,
s-r s-r r-s r-s r-s r-s

F.(I-A--A A·2·~-~ s-~J =(~-~JA.(r-~JA. F.(I-A--A A-2·s-~ s-~J
1 "" , 1 ) '" ,r-s r-s r-s r-s s-r s-r

and thus we are let to consider three additional forms for v:

( -JA. ( - -J- r-s r-r r-r
v= (r-r) -- F; l-A~-A~A;2;---,--

r-s r-s r-s

(- -JA. ( - -J- r-s s-s s-s-(s-s) -- - F. l-A--A- A-2·=-=--
1 "" , ,r-s r-s r-s

(5.2.23)

(- -JA. ( - -J- r-s r-r r-r
v=(r-r) --- F; I+A;-A,A;2~=-=,---

r-s s-r s-r

(- JA. ( - -J- r-s s-s s-s-(s-s) - F. l-A--A A·2"-- -
1 "'" •r-s s-r s-r

(5.2.24)

( -J" ( - -J- r-s r-r"r-r
v=(r-r) -- F; l-A~-A,A;2;---,--

r+s r-s r-s
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(- JA ( - -J- r-s S-S S-S-(S-S) - F. 1-11'-1111'2'-- -I "" , .r-s s-r s-r (5.2.25)

Appell (1925) has shown that the power series (5.2.21) converges for arbitrary real or complex

values of a,fJ, r Inside the unit square jxj< 1, jyj < 1, provided of course, r is not a

negative integer. The four forms (5.2.22-.5.225) obtained for v are analytic conditions of each

other and taken together suffice to define the Riemann's function throughout the region

s « r, r > s , r >«,

for any real value of 11. Thus v is adequately determined.

The formula (Appell, 1925)

F; ( a~fJ, fJ' ~r,x, x) = F (a, fJ + fJ' ~r;x) ,

reducing the Appell's hypergeometric function to ordinary hypergeometric function affords a

- -
partial check on our computation. Taking r = rand s = s in (5.2.22) yields

( -J- - - - N-! S S - N-!v{r,s~r,s)={r-s) F 1+I1,O~2~-- - =(r-s)r-s

( -J- - - - N-! r r - N-\v{r,s~r,s)={r-s) F 1+I1,O~2;--- =(r-s)s-r
which agrees with (5.2.13).

As an example we consider the simplest case N = 1so that the partial differential equation (5.2.2)

becomes
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(r -s )8~u-( 8ru-8su) = ° (5.2.26)

Taking A, = -1, the Riemann's function of(5.2.26) is calculated with the aid of(5.2.21) as;

_ (r-~)(r-~) (. . .r-~ r-~J
v - . F; 0,1,-1,2,=-=,---r-s s-r s-r

(s-~)(r-~) (. . .s-~ s-~J- F; 0,1,-1,2,=-=,---r-s r-s r-s

r-s

( )
~ (O,m+n)(I,m)(-I,n)since F. 0'1-I'2'x y = ~ xmyn =1

1 , ", m,n=O (2, m + n )( 1,m)( 1,n)

and a direct computation verifies that this function v is the solution of the adjoint equation to

(5.2.26) and fulfills the conditions (5.2.13)
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CHAPTER SIX

§ 6.0 A Generalized Singular Cauchy Problem of the Euler Poisson Darboux Equation

In this chapter, a solution is given for the following Singular Cauchy Problem:

!::,.U = Utt +( mt + ; ) v, (6.0.1)

(6.0.2)U (x, 0) = 8, u/ (x, 0) = 0

The solution is given as an integral equation that is continuous and analytic in the interval

containing the singular point. m and n are any real numbers while 8 is a Dirac delta function.

The value of t in the Cauchy data (6.0.2) must be understood in the limiting sense t ~ 0+.

Dernek (2002) studied the generalized singular Cauchy problem for EPD:

Su = uti +(mt +1,')u/

U(x,O) = f(x ),u/ (x,O) = 0

(6.0.3)

(6.0.4)

where he obtained a solution of the series form.

In this chapter, we determine the solution to the problem (6.0.3) subject to

u(x,O) = 8, u/ (x,O) = 0 (6.0.5)

via integral equation that is solved iteratively into a series that is continuous and analytic on

some interval that contains the singular point.
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§ 6.1 A FORMAL SOLUTION:

On taking Fourier transform of (6.0.3) and (6.0.5); we obtain

~It +(mt+7)~+A(~)~ = 0

~ (~, 0) = 1; ~ t (~, 0) = 0

(6.0.6)

(6.0.7)

where we have taken A as the Fourier transform of ~.

Take

So that

for 0 $ r $ t $ b < 00 and 17(t ) ~ 0 as t ~ 0

With the 17V) so chosen (6.0.6) reduces to

:t (17(t)~t )+17(t)A(~)~ = 0 (6.0.8)

This leads to integral equation (r $ ~ $ CJ$ t) equivalent to (6.0.6) with initial condition t = t

as

~(~,t,r)=l-A(~)r 17(lCJ)f' 17(~)~(~,(,r)d(dCJ

(6.0.9)
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We may write this integral in the form

(6.0.10)

If we letuo(~,t,T)=I; (6.0 10) is an integral representation for solutions of (6.0.6)-(6.0.7). We

consider that the integral (6.0.10) are calculated on the domain which is defined as

[0 ~ T ~ t s b] x k. If we transform the variables as follows:

The functional determinant ofthis transformation is a~O".,;~= (1 ); r;td .a p,r 2 l-r2

Under this transformation (6.0.10) takes the form;

- II fI2(1-?) n [-mp]- (g;; ) drdpUk(~,t,T)=I-A(~) r exp - Uk-I r P/'(I_?),(,T ( 2)
r=% p=r 2 It' 2 l-r

(6.0.11)

A solution to (6.0.11) is given formally by the series;

- ~( )k k». = c: -1 J.l
k=O

Where r denotes the k" iterate of the operation J and JO IS the identity. Writing

(6.0.11 *)

With n = 1; (6.0.11) reduces to;

(6.0.12)

If ~ c K, with K compact then IA(~)lc ~ ck and in particular
"
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(6.1.13)

Where Fo(t) = fl Jr(I-';)-: exp[_-m_p]_d,.--rd-,-p-,-
J ,=0 p=O 2 2(1- r2 )

•

(6.1.14)

To find an upper bound to the function F (t) we take t2 (1- r2) = s (t, r) > 0 and integrate

(6.0.14) with respect to p to obtain

t2
1 n ( -ap JFo (t ) ~ - f 2L. 1- e2 dr

2 r=O as

-ap

Since 1-e 2 ~as for as>O and from (6.0.14) it can be written

Continuing we have, using (6.0.13)

1- -I 2fl JI2(1-';) n [-mp]F(p)drdPo s U2 - U1 ~ Ck r exp -- ( )
r=% p=r 2 2 1- r2

~ c; fl F.. (r)JI
2
(I-r

2
) rn exp[-mp] drdp

Jr=% p=r 2 2(1- r2)

c2 t4< zs. ~-:----:--:--~
- 2!' 22 (b +1)( b +3)
= ciF.. (t).

By iteration, we obtain

(6.0.15)

where
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«> r+2

r, (t) = t22:( -1)
r=O (2r +2)(m+ 2r+ 1)

Hence the series (6.0.11*) is the solution of (6.0.9) and converges absolutely and uniformly on

[0 s T s t sb] x K and since the terms J P.1 are continuous in (~, t, T) and analytic in ~ the

same is true of ~(~, t,T). Hence we state

Theorem 6.1

The senes (6.0.11*) represents a solution of (6.0.9) with ~(~,t,.r) = 1 and

The maps (~,t, T) ~ ~(~,t, T) and

(~,t,T)~~7(~,t,T) are continuous numerical functions while ~(.,t,T) and ~7(.,t,T) are

analytic.

Proof

Everything has been proved for ~n and the statements for (~n), follow immediately upon

differentiating (6.0.9) in t.

Theorem 6.2.

For [0s Ts t s b] the maps (~,t) ~ ~If (~,t, T) and (~,t) ~ ( mt + ; )~, (~,t, T) are continuous

while ~~~If(~,t,T) and (~,t)~(mt+;)~,(~,t'T) are analytic. ~(~,t,T) Satisfies (6.0.6)

with ~(~,t,T)=l and~, (~,t,T)=O
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Proof.

Differentiating (6.0.9) with respect to t and multiplying both sides bY( mt + ; );

(6.0.14)

(6.0.15)

We note that (t, r) --t h(t, r) is not continuous as (t, r) --t (0,0), so there is no hope that

(.;,t,r)--t(mt+;)~t(.;,t,r)will be continuous on [O::;r::;t::;b]xk. On writing

h(t,O)=h(t)=O,then from(6.0.14)-(6.0.15),(.;,t)--t( mt+ ;)UI(.;,I,o). IS continuous on

[0, b ]x k with limit as (.;, t) --t ( ';0,0) equal to zero.

Again from (6.0.14) .; --t (ml + ; )~t (';,t, r) is analytic forO::; t s I::; b . These properties are

reflected in ~ n (';,1, r) after differentiating (6.0.9) twice in t and equation (6.0.1) is satisfied

for O's r::; t::; b 0

On taking the inverse Fourier transform of (6.1.9) we obtain the solution of (6.0.1)-(6.0.2).
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CHAPTER SEVEN
§7.0 CONCLUDING REMARKS

The Singular Cauchy problem we have solved is

(7.0.1)

u(x,O)=f(x); u,(x,O)=O (7.0.2)

by Riemann's method.

Our approach to singular Cauchy problem by use of Riemann's method is: First we determine

the Riemann's solution to the problem (7.0.1). Then determine the adjoint equation to (7.0.1).

The solution to the adjoint equation (7.0.1) is called the Riemann's function and there is one

advantage to be gained from solving for the Riemann function if this is possible. Once this is

determined the differential equation (7.0.1) can be solved for Cauchy data on any other non-

characteristic curve.

We obtained the Riemann's-Green function to (7.0.1) in the form of Appell's hyper geometric

function

(

. I.. ) ~ (a,m+n)(fJ,m)(p',n) m nF; a,p,p ,r,x,Y = L... ( )(1 )(1 ) x y
mn=O r,m+n ,m .n

(7.0.3)

where (a, r) = a (a +1)...(a + r - 1) .

Corresponding analytic continuations were considered. The power series (7.0.3) converges for

arbitrary real or complex value of a,p, r inside the unit squire Ixl < 1,Iyl < 1 provided r is not

negative.
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§7.1 Recommendations

These results imposed us to new interesting problems.

a. First, suppose the operator L = ~x - a; - k at is given a perturbation, is the hyper
t

geometric equation of the Riemann-Green function still valid.

b. According to the theory of ordinary differential equations in the complex domain,

F (a, /3, r; z) is characterized as the solution ofFuchsian equations which have three

regular singular points. Could we extend the Fuchs' theory which permits to find the

solution of the Riemann's equation (Fuchsian equation with three singular points) in the

form of Gauss Hypergeometric functions 2 F; (a, /3, r, z) to the study of the Appell's

hypergeometric functions F; (a; /3, /3'; r;x, Y) ?

c. Can we have a class of equations whose general solution is in the form

F; (a;/3,/3';r;x,y)

Being very elegant this approach has nevertheless the disadvantage that it only solves linear

hyperbolic equations with constant coefficients in two independent variables.
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