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ABSTRACT

Exit strategies of Peace Support Operations from Somalia poses threat to sustainable
peace and security. Numerous insecurities have been heavily felt in Jubaland regional
state proximal to Kenya-Somalia border. Uncoordinated PSOs pull-out compromised
significant peace and security progress made by PSOs efforts since 1993. Exit of
UNISOM, UNITAF both 1993, UNISOM 11, 1995, IGASOM, 2006 and failure to
deploy by ISF 2008, Ethiopia intervention 2009 achieved partial success reducing the
tempo to bring sustainable peace and security in Somalia. Due to lack of sustainable
security and peace efforts, the mutating insurgents continued to wage a deadly
insurgence against Somalia government, its citizens and neighbouring countries
through cross border attacks, organised crimes, arms proliferation and engaging in
transnational terrorism. Two theories were used in this research namely: Peace
Building Complexity Theory (PBCT) and Regional Security Complex Theory
(RSCT) to explain how the residents and government perceptions on how external
peace efforts affect sustainable peace and security and why Somalia relapsed into
insecurity affecting the region after exit of PSOs. Both quantitative and qualitative
research designs were used to first describe the PSOs achievements since 1992, threats
to sustainable peace, lessons learnt from exit strategies of the previous PSOs,
perceptions of Jubaland residents on PSOs efforts to bring peace and their exit
strategy. The purpose of the study was to describe and analyse with a view to proffer
guidance to the AU on how effective exit strategies of PSOs can lead to sustainable
peace and security in Somalia. Few documents have inadequately addressed the issue
of exit strategies and how it affects sustainment of peace and security in Somalia. This
thesis examined the exit strategies and how it affected sustainable peace and security.
A sample size of 100 respondents were drawn from the population using Interview
schedules and focus group discussions, which formed part of the primary data to be
collected through in-depth interviews and discussions. The findings were
corroborated with secondary data. Conclusions were drawn based on the findings of
the study and recommendations made. The outcomes will be published for policy
makers, reference by security organs and AU on how effective exit strategies can lead

to sustainable peace and security.
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