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ABSTRACT

; 15 influenced by

Childzare is ncesssary tor child survivel yrowth and devzlopment. It is in
ilalnlity. It has been

certain factors such es the matemal hezlth status and resource availalnlity

L . K r itive. They are
extimated that $0-80% of Kenya's ¢ommercial sex workers are HIV positi

n - 4 + - & sca.'ch i:l-
the primery caregivers for their chyildren Yet while considerable body of
Kenya has focused on commercia

. " » atal
I sex workers 25 a hLigh-risk group far the: tata
HIV/AIDS and on their role in relation to HIV epidemie,

no datz were wvailable on how
they care and plan

for futie SUPPort of their children

This descriptive fress-3zctional SUTVEY was carried oyt anong 385 commercial sex
vierkers in Kibera Sturg i Mairobi Ko

ny4, between July and December 2000. The aim of
this study was to evalyage thz

commereial sex workers® childeare practices and how they
heir children
between 18 apd 49 years. The

plan for future supporm of ¢

The study respondents were womern aged

¥ all had ¢k

ldren whose 8¢ groups included the (.]§
years. Dal2 were collected OVer a petiod of

18 weeks, USing a strictured questionnaire,

observations of the under five vears oy children, venification of ¢hilg health cards ang
Focus Group Discussions, Dat. were anzlvsed ysin

g Stansticgl Package for Sociql
Sciences (SPSS).

The results indicaged that 81.2%, of the study population lived
the fact tha 15.1%

with their childrep despite
prz

clised prostitution A fome, In 1hig study 89 gog o th
population hag taken their children g s¢hoo)

“rmined by [ack of sthool fees {32.5%) and
Hliterate mothers (65,

tnd liancy (46.694) o

%) feporting schogi dropows, A larger prop
fespondents

who praciised Prostitution 4 home (47 30

3%%) reported more schon) dropouts ol
their children than those wheo Fractiseg clsewhere.



xi

: Id children
: five years o
Its of health promotion indicated that 96.8% of the under fiv e
e ‘ ir HIV slatus discus
m dente who knew their
' A iced. More respondents who
were fully  immunie Ny 001 Focus
, ) .31 p=\u.
UV/STDs wathh their children than those that did not know (x 23
HIV/

: ered
: - ildren was hamp

p discussions showed thar, healtn-sezking behaviour for the ch

grou

by usc of wcohol by the mothers

king
t. Health see

g kealth care cost,

and 1o some extent,

behaviour tor the mothers was s

: s knowledee of
aruficautly associated with respondent’s kno
own HIV stas {f'-—ﬁ.i. p<0.05).

Support for commsteial sex

. =3 o - II'r[lal.‘ Dﬂl}'
workers in bringing up their chiidren, was mini

43.9% meezived support from eXtended families.

The illiterate mothers were less likely to
he supported by relatives (OR 264, pg.

Ui,
Possession of assels was PoOsiuvely associated with having

an cxtra income generaling
eetivity (y'=178, p<0.001). Those respondents with secondary cducation were more
likely to pussess ussets for futyre SUpport of their children “oropared to thuse withoyt (OR
1.9, p<0.05).

Generally, the commercial sex workers of Kibera slumg m

ade no provisions for future
support of their children, Alcohol Consumption and |ow education undermined their
efforts o provide better care 1o their children ang

10 secure resourees, This un derlines the
need for continuous he

alth education AMONg commergiy)

SeX workers ang estatlishmeng
of systems thay wil assist them 1o Invest in the cducation

of their children,



