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ABSTRACT 

Ihe performance in languages and specifically Iinglish subject in KCSE has been 
g{cnor.\ll) poor in Mbeere south sub-county as compared to other sub-counties in 
l:ml?u county. This study was initiated 10 find out the causes of the poor 
performance and particularly as dependent on the perception of both teachers and 
students. The study was guided by I'yler's model (1949) of curriculum innovation 
which outlines how objectives, selection and organization of the curriculum content, 
and evaluation determine the overall outcome of teaching and learning process. The 
study adopted a descriptive survey research design to establish the factors that led to 
the poor performance in English. The study was carried out in Mbeere south sub- 
county of Embu county, which has total of 43 secondary schools. The target 
population was 3200 students the English subject teachers and the head teachers of 
the schools. The population was sampled using the stratified sampling technique so 

tall the categories of public secondary schools were included in the study and 
then proportionately sampled to give a sample of 320 students and the proportionate 
size ol teachers. The study used two questionnaires; one for the students and the 
other for the students. Included was the interview schedule for the head teachers. 
Ihe data collected was presented descriptively using table of absolute figures and 

percentages. The study recommended that of paramount importance, the government 
and the education stakeholders need to cquip the existing rooms to make cffective 
libraries and ensure that the teachers do in-service training regularly. The student’s 

atmtudes towands the English subject needs 1o be addressed for them to positively 

understand the very basic importance of English language in their lives and not just 

himited to passing of examinations. 


