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A B S T R ACT

This thesis discusses the development of secular

education in South Kavirondo District of colonial Kenya.

However before doing that, an examination has been made of

the role of th~ Christian missionaries in the introduction of

formal western education in South Kavirondo, Kisiiland in

particular. The stud)' shows that modern western education in

South Kavirondo was introduced and shouldered for a long

period of time by the Roman Catholic Mill Hill and Seventh Day

Adventist missionaries. The chief aim of these Christian

missionary groups \~as to convert the African into

Christianity. Hence these Christian missionaries used formal

education as a means, of propagating the Christian gospel.

Besides religious education in reading, writing and basic

elements of arithmetic. this thesis shows that Africans in the

m~ss~on schools were subjected to vocational education by the

colonial government education policies on the ground that

through vocational education, idleness, laziness and

helplessness which Africans were said to be suffering from

could be eradicated. Vocational education was also seen as a

means of promoting the virtues of self discipline.

punctuality. self reliance. responsibility and humility which

the Africans were said to be lacking.



The thesis reveal that when Africans became dissatisfied

wi th the type of education they were subj ected to .i n the

mission schools through the Local Native Councils which were

inaugurated in 1925, they collected and voted money for the

establishment of Government African School Kisii a n 1934.

With the establishment of this school, a new era of literary

or secular education was ushered into the district.

The thesis also shows that with the excellent academic

and ex t ra curr icu 1ar per formance staged by the Governmen t

African School Kisii, the mission schools in South Kavirondo

were in turn forced to improve their performance making them

able to compete with Government African School Kisii. Besides

discussing the social economic contribution of the school in

the period under review. the study has recommended other areas

for further study or investigation.
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C HAP T E R ONE

BACKGROUND, STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM,
METHODOLOGY, LITERATURE REVIEW AND

ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

The establishment and provision of formal western

education in Kisii* as in any other part of Kenya was mainly

the work of the Christian missionary groups. The first of

these missionary groups to arrive and settle in Kisii were the

Roman Catholic Mill Hill Fathers (MHF)~ who founded a mission

station in Nyabururu as early as 1911 and the Seventh Day

Adventist (SDA) who established theirs at Nyanchwa in 1913.

However, beginning in the 1930s~ the Salvation Army (S.A.),

Pentecostal Assemblies of God (PAG), the Friends African

1'1issi on (Quakers) (FA!'1), the Chur ch of God and the Swed ish

Lutheran Mission arrived on the scene.

Background to the problem

Sifuna (1986) contends that:

The pr i mer y objective of the ear l y mis siorre r iess was
to convert the 'heathen' or benighted _Hfricans to
Christianity v r a educe t ion s i

Therefore from the start, the provision of education was

part and parcel of the missionary evangelical activity.

Through schools, the much desired missionary objective of

increasing the number of Christian followers could be

realised. Hence, the school was seen as a vital weapon of

propagating the Christian faith2.

* Kisii and Gusii are used in this study interchangeably.



-2-

In the mission schools, form, content and educational

curriculum were mainly evangelical in nature. This was so

because the purpose of all early educational endeavours of the

Christian missionaries, was to enable students to read the

scriptures for themselves so that they could become more

ardent Christian converts~.

To spread the message of Christianity further from the

stations, the missionaries decided to devote much of their

early time by opening up missions and out-schools, where

simple religious instructions in hymn singing, reading,

writing and basic arithmetic were taught. Since the whole aim

of missionary education was to win more converts for the

was done

ucation for its own

church membership, little these earlier

missionaries to stress the importance of

sake4•

Apart from the evangelical education, the missionaries

also offered vocational education. They,in particular,

, stressed on this type of education as they be~ieved that it

was capab Ie of comba ting indo Ien ce, depravity and na tura I

laziness that Africans were said to be suffering from~.

As the Abagusi i disdained the presence of the Whi te

foreigners in their countryO, enthusiasm for newly introduced

formal western education was indeed very low accompanied by a

display of dislike, suspicion and indifference at the start.

However, with time, enthusiasm picked up, the Gusii started

to attend mission schools in large numbers, seeking the newly
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introduced formal education which they had earlier on opposed.

This new enthusiasm arose when the Gusii as did other people

in South Kavirondo witnessed the new social economic

advancement opportunities which had been brought about by the

introduction of formal education. Hence, they subsequentl)

flocked to mission schools in an endeavour to acquire the new

skills which were rewarded with high pay in the employment

markets:

So 4fricans developed an .interest in formal etiue tion when
settlers began to pay relatively highly for reading and
writinq ebiI i ty on the new farms. The Gover nmen t: began
to look. for clerks and employees who could obey
instructions. The missions themselves helped to
encourage in teres t: in schools by gi\-'ingbetter educated
4fricans responsibilities and material benefits. While
the missions saw education as a valuable arm of t rie ir
work. One reason for the concentration on education
especially during the second decade of the twentienth
century was the increasing demand for it7

The monopoly of establishing, financing ~nd controlling

formal Western education in South Kavirondo (where Kisii land

was found) for a long period was largely a n the hands of
I

Christian missionaries. However, as from the end of the

World War 1, the people of this area like their counterparts

in North Ny an ze started to question and cha 11enge the

Christian monopoly on their own education. After their

exper~ence in Christian mission schools, the inhabitants of

this area wanted non-denominational institutions with

adequate literary content which they trusted could enable them
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to be on equal terms with other races. Bogonko (1977) asserts

that:
WhenAfriccms in parts of Kenya became ai see t ietiea with
the quality of education pr ovi ded by the mie sion er i es ,
they took two lines of action. There was one group who
worked through the Local Native Councils (LNCs) and
others which decided to run their own schools outside the
government both local and central. The former led to the
establishment of such schools as Kakamega, Kagumo, and
Kis ii , The latter line of action led to the opening of
Independent schools which were best ar aeri isea and most
successful in Central ar ovin cess

It was through the Local Native Councils that Government

African School Kisii (GAS) was established in 1934. This

school like Kagumo in Central Province and Kakamega in North

Kavirondo was supposed to offer literary education which was

not found in mission schools. The school was opened so that

Africans could get secular edu~ation as opposed to the one

offered by the mission schools.

Statement of the Problem

This study analyses the development of secular education

in South Kavirondo District of Colonial Kenya. To bring out

this factor clearly, the establishment of Government African

School, Kisii (GAS) and its development between 1934 and 1963

has been chosen as the main theme of the study. Under this

premise, an analysis has been made of the following:

(a) The forces that led to the es t ebl iehmen t: of GASKis ii :

(b) The part p I aye d by ver ioue agencies in the establishment

and development of the school and

(c) The impact of the school on the surrounding community

and beyond.

R'I Y Lt RARY
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Secular education, as used in this study refers to

thateducation outside missionary influence and control. It

differs from missionary education in content, form and

emphasis. This education was expected to provide Africans

with relevant skills which could enable them fit in the

European economy rather than making them converts and

catechists.

Significance of the Study

The study has analysed the various forces that influenced

the development of secular education for Africans in South

Kavirondo District of Colonial Kenya. It hopes to reveal that

it was as a resu It of the wea~;ness and meagreness of the

missionary education which denied Africans opportunities for

secular edLlcation that the Government African School was

established. Further~ the study hopes to shed light and

k now ledqe as concerns the school's historical origin and

d ev e I opmen t .

The study apart from going to show the role of varIOUS

agenCIes in the establ ishment of Kisii School should be a

useful reference to educationists and planners. To the other

educational researchers, this study hopes to encourage and

stimulate some interest and further- research in the

development of secular education In Kenya.

"

Scope of the Study
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This study discusses the growth of secular education in

South Kavirondo dur1ng the colonial period. The historical

South Kavirondo District in the study refers to the area that

constitutes the present day Kisii. Nyamira, Migori and Homa

Bay Districts of Kenya (See Map in Fig. 1 Below).
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TO bring this out clearly, a case study of the origin.

development and impact of GAS Kisii is made. The study has

established that Christian missionaries pioneered the

introduction of Western education in various parts of Kenya

including South Kavirondo. It has also examined and traced

the underlying factors behind the establishment of GAS Kisii

in 1934 up to 1963 as this was the year that marked the

achievement of political independence, bringing to an end the

British colonial system of education in Kenya. The

development of education after this period was influenced by

the outcome of new educational policies adopted by the

Independent Government. ,
Though the Kuria, Luo and Basuba did contribute to the

establishment of GAS, Kisii, the school was established

largely through the efforts of the Gusii. Hence, this study

is mainly centred in Gusii land.

Methodology

In carrying out this study the researcher employed the

historical research method. This method involves a systematic

and objective systematic and objective location, evaluation

and synthesis of evidence derived, with a view to

establishing the facts and drawing conclusions about past

events. Highlighting the importance of historical method,

Travelers says;

Every area of human endeavour can benef.i t from the study
of .its own history (SJ:c). But the historical studies
or otxe b lv rie ve epecie I v·alues in eciu ce t ion where the
latest .inriove t ion 1.·S too often ori lv the renewal of a
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long discarde~ idea. For example the recent interest ~n
the iri it ie I t eecrririo alphabets represents a r e .•<i ve I of
the id ee had con s ia er eb l e popular vogue au r irui the last
century. The His tor ien can often tell whether they are
earliest and related efforts with whic b we should be
familiar ts icr?

In this resEarch method, facts on past events, which

would otherwise remain unknown are established, revealed and

made available to the present and future generations.

In carry ing out this s t udy , the researcher re Iied on both

primary and secondary sources. of information. Primary

sources can be described in most cases as written records or

documents on what a writer has actually seen and heard or the

first hand expression of his ideas. Secondary sources on the

other hand are those in which a person describing the event

was not present but has obtained his decription from someone

else who mayor may hot have directly observed the events10.

In this study. the p r Lrna r y sources will include

governmen t and rn; ss).on repo rts. let ters of cor responden ce,

school records and official government circulars kept at the

Kenya National Archives (J<NA). mission archives, Cardinal

Otunga Historical Society Archives (COHSA),Nyabondo

Historical Archives and the institution libraries. such as

Kenyatta University Library and University of Nairobi Library.

Apart from these documentary records, information Or] this

study were obtained through interviewing various people who

had a direct bearing to the study. Such people include the
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kisii School Old boys. the ex-teachers, administrators and

former mission boys among others.

The use of oral .i n terv i ew technique in this study is

justified on the ground that information that is obtained

would help substantiate the primary and secondary sources of

data11•

Through oral interviews, the researcher came face to face

with persons directly affected by this study, hence adequate

information to supplement the primary and secondary sources

were obtained1;;;:.

For the purposes of this stud)', secondary sources

included information gathered through reading relevant books,

articles, journals, magazines, newpapers and dissertations.

The data collected from both the primary and secondary

sources by the researcher were subsequently synthesised into

what has formed the thesis. On the basis of the researcher's

findings, conclusions are drawn and recommendations for

further studies in certain areas made.

Review of Related Literature

In Kenya as was the case with other British colonies, the

Christian missionaries had the upper hand in establishing

financing and controlling formal education development before

the emergence of government - missionary cooperation at the

turn of the twentieth century. The main education curriculum

emphasized by the missionaries and supported by the colonial

government educational policies was techno-religious.
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In proposing vocational education for the Africans, the

government and missionaries reasoned that the right way of

getting African artisans to replace relatively expensive

Indians. Vocational education was also stressed on the belief

that the provison of literary education could make the African

be more accessible to the mysteries of the White man in turn

making the African big-headed and subversive. This attitude

was best expressed by the saying that liThe best African was

one who was ignorant and therefore of no challenge to the

white man"13.

In Ke ny e , with the end of World War I, the missionary

educated Africans plus the African soldiers who had come back

home with a wide view of the outside world formed political

associations that pressurized for a secular education among

other grievc3nces. Towards this end, the alliance of churches

started as a movement for the Federation of Protestant

Missions of the Protectorate whose membership constituted the

Church Missionary Society (CMS), the African Inland Mission

(A H1) • the United Methodist and the Church of Scotland

established Alliance High School Kikuyu for Africans in

192b~4.

t'1eanwhile , the Roman Ca t ho lics were not ready to be

overshadowed by the Protestant groups, so they establ ished

their school at Kabaa in Machakos in 1930. Later, the school

was transferred to Mang'u in kiambu District. These schools

were developed through grants-in-aid and offfered Cambridge
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Certificate Educatlon. The Africans. with the inauguration of

the Local Native Councils (LNCs) in 1925, worked through them

to establish secular schools as Kakamega, Kagumo and Kisii.

Considerable amount of literature has been written on secular

education as a theme but none of these works has addressed the

case of GAS Kisii as a secular institution adequately, a task

this study has undertaken.

Furley and (.oJatson~~ in their have discussed

generally the development of education a n the three East

African countries the pre-colonial. colonial and

post-colonial periods. While they concur that the government

agreed to open secular schools at Kakamega and Kagumo. their

work has ignored the case of GAS Kisii which was a secular

institution in South Kavirondo.

Berman~6 discusses the contribution of the Christian

missionaries in the establishment of formal Western education

in Africa. He contents that when Africans were dissatisfied

with the type of education they received at mission schools,

they established their own independent schools, which were to

be non-denominational institutions offering literary

education. Schools such as Kakamega, Kagumo and Kisii were

established as a reaction to lack of secular education in the

mission controlled schools. This study shows that Africans

did establish secular schools such as the GAS Kisii in

addition to Bermans apt discussion of independent schools.
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Sally Abbot's~7 work reveals that Africans contributed to

the development of formal education financially, materially

and industriall)' for the establishment of secular schools

outside the missionary control. However, she does not show

how these schools developed after establishment.

Lohentz~e discusses the emergence of political

associations in North Nyanza by 1920. Through these political

associations, the LNCs were established which became the best

channels for pressurizing for secular education. What

Lohentz's work fails to show is the difference between the

LNC and the political associations.

S.N. Bogonko (1977) says that modern education in

Gusiiland was introduced by Christian mi~sionary groups and

was mainly evangelical. Bogonko is of the view that most of

these missions were poorly equipped and staffed. Hence.

education given by them was of relatively low quality.

Bogonko shows that Africans in South Kavirondo as the case of

Nort h Ny ari za and Nv e ri star ted to demand more secu 1ar as

opposed to purely religious education as early as 1920s. This

led to the establishment of Government schools at Kakamega,

Kagumo and Kisii. With the establishment of these schools,

the Christian monopoly of Western education was virtually

brought to an end. Bogonko's work on the growth of secular

education in South Kavirondo exclusively highlights the

difference between the secular GAS Kisii and the mission
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schools. Consequently, a study giving details of the origin,

development and impact of the GAS Kisii is necessary.

Mukudi~o discusses the contribution of Africans in North

Nyanza towards the establishment of secular education in that

area. Mukudi shows that in their quest for better education

than the one given in mission schools, Africans used the

inaugurated LNC to establish the Kakamega secular school.

Whereas this case study of Kisii Secular School is going to

cover all the colonial period, Mukudi's work is up to 1945 and

localised to the situation as it was in North Nyanza.

Were~.l.has analysed the factors behind the establishment

of GAS Kakamega. He has also identified the dissatisfaction

of the Africans as far as missionary education was concerned

but his work is a mere tribute to Herold Arthur Chapman.

Mwanzi2~ and Keino~~ give an account of the origin and

development of Chavakali and Sosiot Girls respectively. Their

works have shown how the 'Harambee' (Self-Help) spirit has

been succesfully used for educational advancement and

development in Kakamega and Kericho districts. Unlike the

works of 1'1wanzi and Keino on the role of 'Self-Help' during

the post independence period, this study deals with the

entire colonial period.

Okenye~4 in her account of the role of Roman Catholic

1'1iI I Hill Christian Fathers shows that Roman Catholic

missionaries pioneered in education establishment ln Kisii.

She concurs with Bogonko that this education was mainly
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evange 1ica 1 whose obj ec tive was to in crease the number of

Roman Catholic followers. In 1935. Nyabururu became a girls'

school offering secular education in addition to religious

education. Okenye then traces its development to the 1980s.

Howeve r , her wor k does not show how educa tion genera 11y

developed in Gusii.

Karani~~ analyses the origin and growth of Maseno High

School to the early 1960s. She points out that Maseno was

founded by the Church Missionary Society (CMS) as CI.

springboard for propagating Christianity in the area around

Maseno. The school also offered vocational education in

addition to religious instructions. Karani cites 1908 strike

that broke out in the school whereby the students rejected

vocational education to secular one. After the strike, the

school started to offer some secular education and with the

coming of Carey Francis. the school developed to be a great

educational institution. Although Karani's work discusses

secular education. the theme of her study is more centred on

Maseno and its alumni with the local society.

Kipkorir~e:. analyses the con t ra bu t i ori of the Alliance

t'lovement a movement for the federation of protestant

According to Ka pkor a r , Alliance High School WCl.5missions.

established to offer secular education. Under the leadership

of Carey Francis. the school transformed into a great

eduational institution in the country. Despite his detCliled
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discussion. Korir's study is limited to Alliance High School

and cannot be generalised to GAS Kisii.

Osogo gives us an exhaustive account of the history of

Kabaa from the time it was established by the Roman Catholic

Holy Ghost Fathers in Machakos up to its transfer to present

site in Mang'u, Kiambu District. He reveals that the

establishment of Alliance in 1926 by the protestants acted as

a catalyst to the establishment of Mang'u in 1930. Although
,

Osago's work is detailed, it cannot be generalised to other

schools such as GAS Kisii.

Summary

Review of the available literature has shown that since

the end of World War I, the desire of having secular

institutions to offer literary education in various parts of

Kenya was very high among the Af ricans. Hence. through

self-taxation. secular schools like Kagumo. Kakamega and Kisii

emerged. However. the rev i ewe d works have focussed on the

factors which led to the establishment of the above schools

but not how those schools developed after establishment. This

study like those of Karani. Osogo and Kipkorir highlighted the

forces -and the role played by varlous agencies in the

development of GAS Kisii. It has also discussed the social and

economic impacts on the establishment of the school to the

surrounding community and beyond since its establishment.

· TKENYATTAU IVERSITY LIBRARY
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Organisation of the Study

This study is organised into six chapters. Chapter one

presents the background to the study. statement of the

problem. methodology and review of literature.

Chapter two discusses the establ ishment of missionary

education in Gusii land (1909-1934) while Chapter three looks

at the colonial government's policies. practices and

participation in education in South Kavirondo up to 1925.

Chapter four analyses the orlgn and development of

Government African School, Kisii (1925-1946). Chapter five

discusses the achievements of Government African School,

Kisii. Lastl y, Chapter SlX presents summary, and

recommendations for further research.
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C HAP T E R TWO

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MISSIONARY EDUCATION IN
GUSIILAND 1909 - 1934

The introduction of formal western education in Gusii was

the work of the Mill Hill society of the Roman Catholic Church

and the Seventh Day Adventist Christian missionaries.

Although the provision of education, was initially the sole

responsibility of the Christian missionaries, Africans through

the encouragement of the Local Native Councils gradually

assumed the responsibility for supplementing educational

developme~t of the Christian churches. In Gusii, it was until

1934, when Kisii School was established that the Africans

became partners alongside the Christian missionaries in

shouldering, co-ordinating, financing and directing the

development of formal Western education.

This chapter examines the role of Christian missionaries

in the establishment of f o rm.aI Western education in Gusii

between 1909 to 1934.

Missionary Intrusion Into Kenya

Generally Christian mission~ry intrusion into Kenya as

any ot her par t of Af rica was as a resu It of evange Ii ca I

rivalry among various religious movements in Europe.

Christian missionar1es believed that they had a divine duty

of propagating the Christian gospel to the "heathen" or

benighted Africans 1n order to win their souls for Christ.

The impetus behind the missionary zeal was provided by reports

of European explorers and traders who maintained that Africa
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was a land rich in paganism and therefore a suitable ground

for European missionary work~.

According to Sifuna (19801, most Christian missionaries

believed that Africa was backward, uncultured and uncivilized

with no tradition or history. The Africans themselves were

said to be lazy, indifferent or alternativel'! too

superstitious and immoral to have developed serious
1· .re.l~g~on. Hence the Christian missionaries naturally assumed

that it was their duty to regenerate, evangelize and raise

Africans to a high level~.

In the final analysis, Christian missionaries ventured

into most parts of Africa with the sole aim of converting

Africans into Christianity. To succeed in their

evangelization, the missionaries introduced formal schooling

through which they propagated the Christian message.

The Establishment of Missionary Work in Kenya
Christian missionaries are rightly acknowledged as the

,founders of Western education in Kenya and in other parts of

The Roman Cathol ic missionaries from Portugal, were

the first group of missionaries to settle and begin work ~n

the Kenyan coast ~n the sixteenth and seven teeth centuries.

The Augustinian Friars known as the Portuguese Christian

~iissi ori a r ies estab Iished a monas tery a t ~10mbasa and were

responsible for the establishment of formal education

act i v i t a e s, among the local inhabitants along the coastal

strip, stretching up to Lamu in the North. In 1599, they

clClimed the conversion of nearly six hundred souls, but gave
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no det~ils of their r~ce ~nd ~ge. no doubt some of them were

young Afric~ns possibly who worked for the Portuguese as

sl~ves4. The Portuguese m i ss i on e rv a ct av r t ae e were ma i n lv

restricted to the coast~l ~re~s.

The defeat ~nd departure of the Portuguese in 1729 led to

the tot~l coll~pse of form~l Western education at the co~st.~

Howe v e r , with the second w~ve of Christi~n mission~ries

venturing into Kenya in mid-nineteenth century. ~ new er~ in

Keny~'s educ~tion~l development began.

In 1844. the representatives of the Church Missionary

Society (CMS) founded in 1766 ~nd led by Dr. Ludwig Kr~pf. J.

Rebm~nn and J. Erhardt ~rrived in Keny~. Within ~ short time

of their ~rriv~l·. they were a b Le to est~blish a mission

station ~t R~bai. Dr. Krapf then st~rted to translate some

parts of the Bible into Sw~hili ~nd to prep~re some reading

materials for his pupils in prep~r~tion for b~ptism.

~ Krapf together w i t h Rebm~nn went ahead to start a.

I' b oerd i nq school for sons of chiefs as a.w~y of influencing the

spread of Christianity through the future ruling elite~. "The

constant per s uaeiori fOI- parents to send t tie i r c t+il d r en to the

school generally proved fruitless·~.

Apart from R~bCli. the eMS l~ter opened other stations and

schools at Freetown 118751 in Momb~sa to cater for the freed

slaves. and in Taita Taveta (1890).

The United Methodist Mission IUMM) under the leadership

of Dr. Kr~pf. who hCld broken from the CMS entered Kenya and



opened stations and schools at Rabai. Lamu and Jomvu. The

Church of Scotland Mission encouraged by the director of the

Imperial British East Africa Company William Mackinnon opened

a station at Kibwezi which they later transferred to Kikuyu

area in 1888.

The Swedish Mission on its part. worked in Kulesa on the

Tana River and in Larnu , However. Ia ter on. they moved to

Kismayu to convert the Galla into Christianity. In 1902,

these two mission stations were handed over to the

Neukerchener German 1'1ission after having made little

educational impact in their areas of occupation7•

With the African Inland Mission,they settled at Nzui in

Ukambani where they made little success. This later forced

them to move further inland to Kijabe where they established

their headquarters. The Roman Holy Ghost Mission also opened

a mission station in Mombasa. Bura in Taveta and later moved

to Nairobi in 1890.
I'

The completion of the Uganda Railway .i n 1901 enabled

various Christian missions to penetrate into the interior with

considerable ease, from the coastal areas. The CMS was able

to open a station among the Kikuyu at I<ihurllko (1901),

Waithaga (1903), Kihuhia (1906), 1'1ahiga (1908) and Ernbu j in

1910. The Church of Scotland Mission opened a second station

at Tumu t umu r n 1908. The Un i ted 1'1e tho d is t Mis s ion (UM1'1)

worked among the 1'1eru peop Le , The Consolata Mission from

Italy opened a station at Kiambu (1902), Llmuru (1903) and

r'1angu (1906).
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In western Kenya among the Nilotic Luo. Baluyia. Gusii

and Kuria. mission stations were opened under the auspices of

the Chllrch Missionary Society; at Maseno (1905); Pentecostal

Assemblies of God at Nyang'ori. the Friends African Mission;

(Quakers) at Kaimosi (1902). the Church of God at Kima, Mill

Hill Catholic Missionaries at Nyabururu (1911); the Swedish

Lutheran Church at Lumbia (1919), and the Seventh Day

Adventist Christian missionaries at Gendia (1906) and Nyanchwa

(1913). The maps below show the Christian mission stations

in Kenya, in the period under review.
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Missionary Intrusion and Settlement 1n Kisii

By 1930, the Roman Catholic f'1illHill Fathers and the

seventh Day Adventists were the only Christian missionary

groups operating in Gusii. Having entered Kisii, each of

these missionary groups established a number of mission

stations from where they conducted their missionary work. In

the absence of government educational institutions, the

development of formal education in Gusii solely depended on

the Christian missionaries.

The Establishment and Educational Activities of the Mill Hill
Missionaries in Kisii (1909-1934).

The Mill Hill Missionaries, Dutch by or191n, worked for

the apostolic vicariate of the Upper Nile, founded in 1894,

with their headquarters in Kampala, Ugandae. After the

completion of the Uganda Railway, and when it reached Kisumu

1n 190 1, the f'1i11 H ill Fat her s be cam e in te r-est edin K i sLImLI

and Siaya districts, where Fr. Brandsma established the first•
missionary station in 1903 at Ojola, near Kisumu. It is from

this mission station that the Roman Catholic missionaries

ventured f u rt rie r into the present day Kisii and South Nyanza

districts.

Howe ve r", the impetus behind the foE 1 I Hill missionary

lnvaslon of Kisiiland was prompted bv Mr. Northcote. a British

colonial officer, who 'invited Fr-. Brandsma to the present

Kisii District. Fr. Brandsma enthusiatically accepted the

invitation from Mr. NorthCote, and visited Kisii in 1909. He

later selected Nv a tiu ru ru near Kisii .,bcime " (town) for a
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mlssion station. On his return to Kisumu. he was fortunate to

come across a Muganda. Mikaeli Batiko. whom he appointed as a

catechist and sent him to build a few houses in the recently

selected mission site.

With the selection of a site for a mission. Batiko and

Fr. Brandsma helped to put up three square houses some which

acted as a catechist class under Mr. He m s te ad , a fellow

Christian catechist. Batiko was sent by Fr. Brandsma to go

around the Kisii country for sons of chiefs and headmen so

that they could be trained as catechists. Within a few days.

a few boys were ln residence. Later Fr. Brandsma decided to

send twelve of these youngmen to Mukumu, Kakamega to be taught

both reading and catechism. What was frustrating is that all

bu t Saboke. Jo vo , Otero and Ki tembe managed to arr ive in

Kakamega in July 1910~. ,

By the end of 1910. the Roman Catholic missionaries had

not achieved much in Kisiiland in terms of propagating the

I' gospel. But threatened by the advancement of the Seventh Day

Adventists who l'iere o oen i nq one station after another at

Rusinga Island. Gendia. Nyanza Gulf, and Wire Hill. the Mill

Hill mlSSlonarles qci i ck lv moved into Kisii and in January

1911, Fr. Br e.n o s rna had application to the

government for land at Nyabururu. for the establishment of a

station. They acquired 20 acres of land near Kisii station~G,

and on December 13th,1911,Nyabururu Mission was officially

founded by Fr. Brandsma and Fr. Wall~~.

-:
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r'1i ss i on s rv wo r k in Gusi i INas. to a Ia rq e extent. a

painful undertaking for the Roman Catholic Church and the

Seventh Day Adventist missionaries1~. The community made it

difficult to the missionaries because they did not want to co-

opera te and wo rk as po r: ters and labourers. whenevet- the

missionaries required their services. Their reluctance

together with the fact that they refused to sell food to Fr.

Wall whenever he wanted to buy it from them, plus the fact

that they displayed open hostility to the missionaries, played

a great role in frustrating the success of missionary

activity ~n Kisiiland as reported anonymously:

At first. Nve ou r ur u Nas not d success, in te c t: , it: qe ve
no pr omi se whd tsoe v.er , The GusJ.·i or Abagusi i Nere
tiost il e to the mie eion er ie s , Ttr.is was because they
associated the white missionaries with the people who had
sent out the aun i t ive ex oedi t ion (of 19(8). Lo t er on.
when the t i r s t: World l.va.: br oke out. the hostile tee I in ae
were intensified13.

Hence. by the outbreak of World War I. missionary work

,was still far from taking root among the Gusii. despite the

fact that missionaries had a misconceotion of Kisiiland being

a favourable place for the success of Christianity. During

the war, Kisii tOINn was invaded by German troops forcing Fr.

Wall and others to flee Nyabururu to take refuge ~n Kisumu.

When the news spread among the Gusii that Nyabururu had been

deserted. the Gusii rushed there and destroyed whatever they

could find. T hey 100 ted and he Iped to br ing down INhatever
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stood up by tearing everything down;

this time from t tiei r per t vt's):

Nyabururu remained closed without a oriest in residence

pun J.' t i ve ex oe ci1t 1.' on

till October 1919 when Fr. Wall came back again to work

full-time at the mission. This time the mission started to

make some steady progress and with the coming of Fr. Doyle~

tremendous Catholic church expansion was witnessed in

Kisiiland.

During his tenure in Nyabururu, Fr. Doyle became very

active and instrumental in the revival and re-establishment of

misslonary work in Kisii. He made journeys which enabled him

to cover various parts of Kisii for the purpose of propagating

the Christian gospel. In th"ese journeys, he established

out-stations, which later developed into out-schools of

Nyabururu. These out-stations were: Itibo in Bon cha r i ,

Kiorori, Nyangweta and Mw~moriango in South Mugirango. There

was also Nv an sa re and Bombaba in Bome che oe , Nyakegogi in

"Bob a s r , Amasago in Nyaribari, /'losocho Bogetutu and

Bonyaiguba in North Mugirango.

Despite stiff competition from the SDA, the Roman

Catholic Church was by 1930s, gaining some roots in Kisiiland.

On the side of education. the history of present modern

education in Gusii stClrted immediCltely with the estClblishment

of Nyabururu mission. From the early start. the Mill Hill

missionaries were aware of the role of education in the

*Emphasis by Fr. Burgman

YATTA U I ERSITY lJ ARY
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expansion of missionary evangelical activities. The Mill Hill

Fathers regarded schools CiS a vital vehicle bv which the

Kisii could be weaned from their pagan traditionCiI background

to the way of the cross. It is upon this background~ that Fr.

Brandsma opened a mission-cum school in Nyabururu whose

objective was to improve the moral, social and intellectual

status of the local natives at the same time leaving the

natives as much as possible14.

The first concern of the Mill Hill Mission was to use

education as a springboard of sp~eading the Christian gospel

to the whole of Gusiiland. Initially, the school at

Nv a bu ru ru targeted the sons of chiefs and headmen in the

belief that the success of Christian enterprises depended on

the acceptance of the most influential people within the

indigenous community1~

The strategy of infuencing the Kisii from the top by

involving the ruling class in evangelical and educational work

I' had been success full y used in Buganda by the Whi te Fa thers

missionaries. By, 1912, according to the entry in a Nyabururu

Dia rv , the sons of chi ef sand heCidmen CIttend ing r'~yabLIr u ru

Mission School were: SCiboke Ongeri, Odera Oketch, NYCImorero

OOkWCl, r'1C1irura, I<itembe, NYCImusi, Otieno, Otieno Oketch,

OI.ello Ok e t ch , NYCImot-ero Ombati, Ongeri NYClkoi. MLlnukLI

~1itong iCI, r'10geni r'1C1tCira ari d C hogo r'10ko ro+> . It can be

concluded that five of the sons of the chiefs and headmen in

.,.



Nyabururu Mission School could have been coming from Kisii.

as per their names.

Those chiefs who had forged an all iance wi th the MHI'1

especially chief Kasuku. were instrumental in producing

porter-s and labourers who helped to construct the mission

station. They further supplied food,clothe~ and maintained

disci pline among the boys who at tended Nyabururu 1'1ission

School~7.

The Nyabururu Mission School mainly emphasised the

teaching of religious instructions, reading, writing, singing

and simple arithmetic~e. These subjects formed the core of

the curriculum because the overall aim of the school was to

produce ca techi s ts to serve in the c hu rch. By 1913. the

attendance in the school included non-Kisii's~e.

Table 1: Pupils by ethnic group and sex attending
Roman Catholic mission school in 1913:

Nyabururu

ETHINIC GROUP NO. OF PUPILS SEX
,-

MalesHba.gusi 1." 26
Hbatende 25 Nales

Aba.gwasi 5 Nales

Luo 7 Na.les

Luo 2 Females

I o t e 1 65

Source: S.N. Boo orrk o , "Ctir iz t i an rt i eeion e r v Eciu c e t ion a.nd

its impact on the Plbagusii of Western kerive , 1906 - 1963"

(unpublished Ph.D. Thesis. Un iv e r ei i v of Nairobi 1977).



Within a short period of its establishment. Nyabururu

started to make some positive progress and achievement. For

e~ample. when the District Commissioner of South Kavirondo

was writing the 1914 annual report. he noted that the school

was able to provide him with boys to be employed as clerks in

his of fice, unlike their counterparts the Seventh Day

Adventist of Nyanchwa whose boys could neither read nor write.

However, the enthusiasm with which the Kisii had taken

education started to slow down with the outbreak of the World

War 1 as Fr. Wall was later to note:
~i
I

I cannot say that the kisii are very keen on
reading as I have had considerable difficulty in
getting chiefs to see the need of their sons and
boys education19.

The Gusii hatred of the white men who had carried

pun iti\Ie measures on them in 1905 and 1907 1908, the

non-appealing missionary education and the shallowness of the

curriculum which did not prepare them for white collar jobs in

the c i v i I administration, could ha',/e been the reasons for

their reluctance in continuing education at Nyabururu.

These obstacles brought about the temporary closure of

Nyabururu mission-cum school in the World War I pe-iod. The

school re-opened towards the end of 1919. when GUSil attitude

tOl,oJardseduc-3tion had positively cha.nged. as observed by

District Commissioner of South Kavirondo:

Dur i no the last few months. trowe ve r: no t s ceeb l e change has
come over them. one
sudden 1y expressed a

result being that many of them
wish to learn, read and write.
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Their wish is being ~cceded to ~nd it is hoped th~t good
resu l ts m~y be ob tei oect in due course20.

This new interest and enthusiasm on education was due to

those Gusii Iriho ha.d participated in the World War I. They

beco.me aware and consc10Us of the new social-economic

opportunities brought by educa.tion. After the war, the

soldiers could have helped in boosting educational development

in Kisiiland by urging the people to attend mission schools in

great numbers.

Thus, for the MHM, it 1S during the time of Fr. Doyle,

who arrived ln Nyabururu. on April, 20th 1920, that great

educational expansion in Kisiiland occured. Fr. Doyle helped

to build a number of schools and encouraged quite a number of

parents to take their children to school. Some of the schools

he helped to establish were: Nv a bu ru ru , today St. f'1ary's

Boys. f'10socho, AmasClgo. Rangeyo. NyansarCl. BombabCl and

Bonyaiguba=:~ .

, These schools, apart from Nyabururu, were all elementary

institutions. Nyabururu, for example, started from Standard A,

and went all through up to standard six. The number of out or

bush schools attached to it continued to rlse from 21 in 1921

to 60 by 1927~=:. This remClrkClble expansion forced Fr. Doyle to

stClrt training African teachers at Nyabururu who in turn were

posted to teClch in the villClge schools. These teachers were,

in most cases, unquCllified and were unable to teach anything
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more than the very elements of reading, writing and

«rithmetic.

Unlike the out - schools where elementary or venarcular

teachers spent all their energy teaching religious education.

Nyabururu taught carpentry, masonry. Kiswahili and English for

the higher classes, that is, Standard five and six were

being offered in the school curriculum~~. From 1926 Nyabururu

offered both religious and secular education in its

timetable, and when the Nyanza provincial inspector of

schools, Mr Webb, visited the school in September. 24. 1926.

he was g rea t Iy impressed by the Eng Ii sh know 1edge of the

teachers and the great number of subjects taught in the

5chool~4.

Due to the encouraging educational reports of both the

~lHf'1and their counterparts, the SDA in a meeting held on

October 7, 1927, by the Kisii Bakuria Local Native Council

for the fir s t t ime, a pro p0 sa 1 for an ed Llcat ion a 1 g ran t 0 f

I' shi 11ings 1000/= each for the Roman Catholic f'hssion

Nyabururu and SDA f'1ission Nyanchwa, was put forward. This

proposal was strongly recommended by the DC, Sir Hodge. who in

« note to the LNC Minutes, recommended that:

this be ep pro ve d , The LNe ,.-ealises that t tie» o•.•.e a
great deal of the work urid e r t ek en by the mi e e iori in the
past and they wish to show their appreciation by making
t tie s e oreri t S. wtii cb are to be used tor: the purpose 0 f
eau iomen t: and corre t r u c ti iorre l au r ao ee'Z'i»,
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The grant was approved and given to the two mlssionary

groups. For- the Roman Catholic's. the grant l"\Iasused In

St. 1'1ary,s School. In subsequent years. the

missionaries continued receiving grants, and Fr. Doyle decided

to use the money to develop a junior secondary school at St.

Mary"s to cater for the Kisii boys who had been sent home from

SL 1'1ary"s Yala::::6• For the 1'1H1'1.it"s during Fr. Dov le i s

pastorship in Nyabururu that formal educational development

started to galn root in Gusiiland. The mission stations and

out-schools of the RC. are shown in Figure 3a, below.
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The Establishment and Educational Activities of the SDA
Missionaries in Kisii (1913 1934)

The Christi~n missionaries of the Seventh Day Adventist

~ere the first ones to arrive in South Kavirondo district,

but they were overtaken by the Mill Hill fathers in st~rting

missionary work in Kisii27• Prior to their establishment in

Kisiiland,the SDA Christian missionaries under Pastors E.

Philip. A.Watson,J.H.Sparks and A.A. Carscallen had opened

m i ss i on stations at Karungu (1912), the Isle of Rusinga

(1912), Kanyadoto (1913) and Kamagambo (1913)2~.

The first SDA mission in South Kavirondo district was

established by Pastor A. A. Carscallen In 1907 at Gendia and

Wire Hill respectively. It was from Gendi~ mission that the

SDA activities spread to the rest of South K~virondo district.

Ny~nchwa mission was founded by Pastor L. Evanson assisted by

A. Delhova from America in 1913. Immediately the SDA acquired

two acres within Kisii township, they went ahead by

"'establishIng ~ mission station. a school and residential

convertees.

From the time the Se'v'enth D~y Adventist=. est~blished

themselves in Kisii. they embarked on the evangelical exercise

of pro pe q a t i nq the gospel, with the hope of eventually

conve rt.anq and winning the Kisii sou Ls f o r Christ. Like the

case of the Roman C~tholic Mill Hill F~thers, missionary work

In Kisiiland for the SDA proved to be quite a painful
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Even before the r-1Hr-"\ and the SDA could settle

among the Abagusii, Mumboism was flourishing.

Mumboism was a nativistic cult began by a Luo of Central

Nv an z a , by the name Onyango Dunde, who claimed to his

adherents that the god Mumbo, a great serpent in Lake

Victoria. had swallowed and spat him after three days on the

lakeshore. Onyango was commanded by f'1umbo. to announ ce

f'1umbo's displeasure at the presence of the Europeans,

denounce the Christian religion, attack its doctrines and the

European way of life. Mumboism predicted immediate expulsion

of all the Europeans in Nyanza, hence experiencing rapid waves

of resurgence with fast followings among the Luo and the

I<isii:;:'~.

Apart from the Mumbo cult, the I<isii opposed the

missionaries and did not easily allow their children to become

involved with them. Far from what has been said. World War I

also had its disastrous effects on the activities of SDA

,missionaries in Gusiiland. When the wClr bro ke out, the SDA

mi ss.aorr a rae s were forced to flee Kisii and tClke refuge at

Kalmosi in North I<Clvirondo. Like the Nyabllrurll incident. the

Kisii took advantage of the absence of the Whites at NYCInchwa

mISSIon, looted Clnd completely destroyed whatever they

t oun d ":" • The mission remained In a bad state until 1916 when

Pastor A. Watson reopened it.

By the end of 1916. Pastor Watson assisted by a Lu o

missionary volunteer. Yakobo Olwa had successfully managed to
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get Musa Nyandusi, Samuel Omoke and Johanna Kiyondi who had

been educated at the CI'1S Na ro k as the first three mento

~ccept the SDA faith. The three were soon called to Nyanchwa

for further studies on Christian evengelism where they teamed

up with Paul Nyamweya, 1'1atha)'oRatemo, Joel Araka. Joseph

Simba, Michael Nyasinga, Joseph Omboga and A. Obegi. Around

1918, Shem Kiyaka, E. Mambe, I. Nyabere. J. Sindiga, J. Osoro,

Ayubu Oburi and Stephen Orwenyo also joined others in Nyanchwa

Mission~'~ .

In 1921, Pastor E. Beavon a graduate of Starborough

College, England, arrived in Nyanchwa to replace Watson, and

it a s during Beavon's time that the SDA Church managed to

spread into most parts of Kisiiland. Beavon started by

baptising all evangelist students who had joined Nyanchwa

from 1916. In 1928, he declared them as pastors who were to

work by propagating the Christian gospel to the whole of

Kisiiland.

Between 1921 to 1929, the SDA Church had managed to

establish numerous branches in various parts of Gusiiland.

Some of these earliest SDA churches were at Magwagwa.

Nyangweta, 1'10komoni. Riokindo, Ge su su , 1'1etembe, Nyanturago.

Sengera, Nyakongo, 1'1a tongo, Nyaguta. Gionseri, c·,-,~ronga and

Riosiri in south Mugirango. These churches were so referred

~s Sabbath schools and they were attached to the main central

church an Nyanchwa. In 1929, when Beavon was writing his

annual report. he remarked that the SDA Church had about 42

, 'KENYATTAUNIVERSITY LtBRA
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Sabbath schools with a total average attendance of 3080

converts.

l.aJi th regard to education, when the SDA Christian

missionaries arrived, settled and started work among the

Kisi a , they were very mu ch aware tha tit was on Iy through

education that they could be able to propagate their Christian

gospel to the local inhabitants:

The chief work of the SDH is to promulagate the gospel to
the tribes of Hfrica. Realising that this can be most
e t tec t ive Iv done through err Lion t eri inq people. the SDH
m ie sian had made education a fundamental in it:e oo lic vS'Z ,

Like the 1'1H 1'1 , the SDA Christian missionaries in Kisii

used education as a vital weapon of propagating the Christian

gospel among the Kisii people. With the re-opening of

Nyanchwa in 1916. a boarding school for married and unmarried

students was established to teach religious education,

writing, reading, simple arithmetic. principles of agriculture

and nature study among other things.
I'

The local vernacular

(Ekegusii) was used for those students who stayed longer in

schoo I . Those students who advanced a little bit higher than

others could be instructed on English but this was not always

the case as the SDA did not believe in teaching English to the

nati ves:::-·-:=:.

By 1919, a teacher tralning programme had already started

In Nyanchwa and Musa Nyandusi who was later sent to teach at

Omaobe. Samwel Omoke who taught at Gesambe out-school and Paul

Nyamweya who remained at Nyanchwa were the first students to
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graduate from the teacher

teachers~·4 .

training programme to become

By 1929, the SDA Church had established about 80 village

or out-schools in various parts of Kisiiland. Some of these

earliest schools were built at Matunwa and Nyaiguta In

Nyaribari, Bonyunyu and Tonga in North Mugirango, Gionseri in

Eobasi, Riokindo and Kebera in f'1achoge, Kebirichi in East

Kitutu, Senger a in West Kitutu. Matongo in Wanjare and

Nyangweta in South Mugirang03~.

In each of these schools, the SDA mission assigned a

teacher-cum evangelist whose duty, apart from teaching, was to

lay a foundation for more village schools. These schools were

mainly religious institutions since the SDA educational

programme emphasized the "gospel of work". Thus, industrial

and pra ct i ca I education was part and parcel of the school

curriculum. The SDA believed industrial education was morally

good for their students since it promoted the virtue of hard

, work and kept pupils busy from idleness which nurtured sin.

Industrial education WClS also said to hClve helped and

equipped the African converts with relevant knowledge which

could enable them improve their environment while Clt the same

time ensuring that the mission stations were self-sustaining

and supporting in terms of a steady supply of labour, b r a c k s ,

furniture and food both for sale and consumption. The

training of the heart, the hand and the eye was sClld to make

a balanced and ideal Christian convert36•



-43-

By 1930. the SDA Church had achieved remarkable

educational e xoan saori . However. its d iv idends loJerenot as

p lea e i ri q "" • The reason was that, education was not stressed

with any degree of seriousness, since most teachers were only

those pupils who had mastered 3R's, who after a short course

at Nyanchwa were appointed in charge of the village schools.

Eric Beavon occasionally used to visit the village

schools to supervise their progress and sometimes organized

lnservice courses at Nyanchwa for the teachers. In 1930,

when Beavon left for his home, Nathaniel Nyanusi, an African

adventist who had trained at the Jeans teacher's school

Kabete, took over from him the supervision and inspection of

the SDA schools in Kisii. Nyanusi worked as a supervisor

between 1932 and 1942 when he finally retired from that work.

The map in Figure 3b below shows the location of SDA mission

stations and schools in the period under review.
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Aims of Missionary Education

At whatever place that the misslonaries settled~ most of

them engaged themselves in evangelical as well as educational

The Roman Catholic Mill Hill Fathers together with

the Seventh Day Adventists who opened mission stations in

Kisiiland were no exception. In educational work, the

Christian missionaries saw the success of evangelization since

they believed that a person s ability to read and understand

the Bible made him a better Christian.

In Kisiiland, as in all the parts of Africa~ when the

Christian missionaries arrived. they found that Africans had

their own religion,ways of worship, customs. beliefs and

traditions. The missionaries then branded African practices

as being barbaric, heathen. superstitious and satanic. They

felt that it was their primary duty to fashion the African

character and way of life after the pattern of Christ~~. Thus

from the start, the Christian missionaries preached the gospel

I' with the aim of converting the African so that he could

abandon his old way of life and live according to the way of

the cross. However. the missionaries re e Li zec that for

conversion and civilization to take place formal education was

very necessary. Therefore, they saw education as an important

weapon. a vehicle through which Chr-istianitl' could be

effectively propagated4Q•
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E.T. Hole of the Friends Africa f'hssion (FAf'1) Kaimosi

commeri ted on the relationship between education and

Christianity. He said:

A ve r v close r e l e t i on eh i o C<3n be seen between
e veno e l iz e t ion arid edu ce t i on wor k , ('l/hJ'le edu ce t in q the
n<3tive does not christinize him. yet it is most often
through tee c hin q t rie t: op pcrr t un i tv is offered of mek iriq <3
direct <3nd effective <3ppe<3l to the n<3tive to le<3ve his
old W<3Yof life <3nd live for Christ41.

Education helped in facilitating the Christian gospel.

Hence the MHF and the SDA missionaries from their time of

settIement in Kisii adopted the use of education for

evangelization purpose. Discussing on the f'1HFand the SDA

mission's stand with regard to education. S.N. Bogonko writes:

missions S<3W educ<3tion <3S <3 me<3ns through which they
could prive ic e l l v t ee cti the l o ce I people. And indeed it:
W<3S by eciu ce t ion t tie i the e er I v mi s e ion e r ie e m<3n<3ged to
teec b their pUPJ'1s the tiee i c pr in c ip Le e of Crir i e t i en i t:v
<3S well <3S the rudiments of WT i t ino, r eed i no end
e r J t bme t i c42.

Missionary evangelization enterprise relied heavily on a

person's ability to read and understand the Bible. This in

itself forced the Mill Hill and the SDA in Kisii to establish

village schools in which children of all ages could be given

elementary education alongside religious instruction leading

to baptism and increased church membership. Their early

schools grew out of the desire to train African catechists and

workers. and create an African middle class4~.

Despite the fact that education was looked at as a vital

means of propagating the Christian doctrine, little was done

r:



by the early mis~ionat-ies to stress the importance of

education for its own sakeA4• Christian missionaries believed

that education was only useful to them a<o long as it helped

in hastening the spread 01 Christianity. The education for an

African person was not a priority but was seen as a means to

that end46•

Summary

In this chapter, we have dealt with the aim. content and

educational activities of the 1'1HFand the SDA a n Kisiiland

1 rom 1909 to 1934. l->Jehave shown that the two Christian

missionary groups pioneered in the establishment of the

present day modern education in Kisii.

Missionary education, as we have shown, was to a large

extent evangelical and little was done to offer literary

education .. Apart from r e laq i oo s, education, the missionaries

also offered r odu s t rra l educatlon with the a i rn of equiPPlng

Afrlcans with relevCint Skllls that c oo Lo enable them to

r rnp ro ve their e nv i ronrne n t and at the s",me t i rne work for the

general good of the mission.

1'11 ssionary edL'cational p'-ogrammes ger,erClll'..

soooo r t ec- by the colonial government policies. But ClS from

the end of the Wc,,.ld(oJ",r J, the "'isii llke the case 01 other

communitles, the luhya. Klku"u and the Luo started to

challenge the t'lpe 01 educatlon glven to them in the mlSSlon

schools and s.u ono rt.ed by the colonial o o ve rnrne o t po Iac i es- CIS

~e shall discuss ln the next chapter.

r:
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C HAP T E R T H R EE,

COLONIAL GOVERNMENT POLICIES, PRACTICES AND
PARTICIPATION IN AFRICAN EDUCATION

IN SOUTH KAVIRONDO TO 1925
In the present Kisii Nyamira, Migori, Homa Bay and Kuria

districts, Christian missionaries, for a long time virtually

enjoyed the monopoly of establishing, providing, financing and

controlling formal educational development for the Africans.

Fearing financial implications and burdens that they

could have incurred in shouldering African education, the

colonial government was contented to leave the education of

Africans to the Christian missionaries. The role missionaries

had played in the education of the children of the working

class in the eighteenth century Europe, was to ensure that

these children developed good moral character. As good

Christians. they accepted their status in society while

looking towards heavenly rewardsJ... Through Christian

instructions and teachings. the missionaries were able to

pacify any feeling of popular dissent and rebellion that could

have led to an uprising by members of the lower

socia l-economi eel ass. Therefore. aga inst thi s backg round the

British colonial government in Kenya left the task of

educating Africans to the Christian missionaries.

With time, as the Christian missionaries began to find it

increasing Iy difficult to shoulder and finance African

education, missionary government cooperation in African

education emerged at the turn of the twentieth Century2. In

this pattern of cooperation, the missionaries came to largely



depend on government educational policies and financial

support, while the state relied on the missionaries for

supervision, management and partial financing of schools3• In

an attempt to discuss colonial government educational policies

and practices an the case of South Kavirondo District, we

shall examine the response of the inhabitants of this area to

colonial government educational policies and practices.

Colonial Government
Education

Policies and Practices on African

The British established a protectorate over a large part of

the present day Kenya in 18954• The government was mainl y

con cerned with establishing effective control and

administration over its newly acquired territory. For

strategic and economic reasons, the colonial government

constructed with outmost speed the Uganda Railway at the cost

of nearly Sl.X million sterling pounds than the actual

estimated cost of four million.

The great expenses incurred in the construction of the

railway line brought about an outcry by the British taxpayers

who condemned and called the whole venture a .financial

fiasco' and a waste of taxpayers money. Now that the railway

was complete, its expenses had to be paid without involving

the British taxpayers again. Hence, this meant that part of

the protectorate had to be developed for economic

exploitation.

Sir Charles Eliot. Commissioner from 1900 to 1904 thought

that the best solution to the above issue was to encourage
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European settlers to move into the Kenyan highlands which had

anideal climate and favourable conditions f o r large-scale

farming. In part of his encouragement, Eliot is reported to

have noted that:

The native population is very small, only two districts
t Ke virorido and Kikuyu) can be said to be thickly
populated. large areas are uninhabited and these areas
with others are climatically suitable to European
coloni ze t ion5.

The arrival of the settler community forced the colonial

government to alienate from Africans several thousand acres of

land which they sold to the former cheaply. But despite the

availability of capital and land, the development and success

of the settler economy in Kenya was largely to depend on the

availability of African labour force.

Therefore, the settlers led by the British aristocracy

among whom were, Lord Delamere, Francis Scott and Cavendish

Bentick successfully campaigned for a share in the running of

I'the governmen t so tha t they cou Id get a forum for pushing

forward their settler grievances. In 1908, the colonial

qov e rnrne n t gave ~n to the set tier demand by set ti ng up a

Legislative Council where laws and policies governing the

The establishment of Legislative Council

imposed financial and educational policies which in the long

run forced the African to enter into the labour market. Like

the Christian missionaries, the settler community held deeply

rooted racial ideas about the educability of the native

Africans.
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The White community in general saw that Africans were a

primitive race of savages who had stagnated at the genesis of

the evolutionary process. This attitude was further

strengthened by the outbreak of pseudo-scientific racialist

theories in mid - nineteenth century Europe. The base of

these theor ies rose as a resul t of studies carried out by

anthropologists and ethnopologists about the educatability of

the African. In these studies the cranial capacity and

comparative head sizes and shapes were made as a guide to

intelligence and ability. In their findings, it

allegedly revealed that and African brain was darker than that

of a Caucasian and that it was covered with brown spots Hence

the studies reinforced the belief that African brains and

skulls were less developed in comparison to those of the

Europeans.

In this line of ~rgument, it was generally held that an

African lacked the power of reasoning and therefore could not

be able to cope with secular education. To expose an African

to an academic curriculum was considered to be a futile and

hopeless venture, rather his mental 'deficiency' made it

prudent to expose him to practical education where the use of

the hand and eye was predominant.

The pseudo - scientific racists argued that an African

was much like a child, easily fooled, had short memory of

sorrows and cruel ties and provided he is well fed, easi 1y

becomes happy? The emergence of the evolutionary theory as
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advanced by writings of Charles Darwin in the .The Origin of

Species' no doubt provided yet another strong weapon to

support the idea that Africans were inferior. semi-barbarians

and were completely

standards of living.

The European community in Kenya was completely influenced

incapable of attaining the European

by these racists ideas. They believed that it was a us~less

venture to educate the Kenya Africans. Most of the settlers

believed that the African mind therefore they were convinced

that the best education for an African was the one geared

towards manual occupations, which they considered attuned to

his arrested development. and child-like bearing

characteristicse•

It was strongly felt by the European community in general

that the best educational needs of an African were to resemble

those of the European working class in Europe who ~n rank and

"need were at par. Therefore, a system of education which

emphasized dignity of work. self-discipline, punctuality,

reliance and responsibility was transferred to Africa as a way

of shunn i ng i d 1eness, 1az iness and he] o lessness whi ch Af r icans

were said to be suffering from.

In Kenya, as was the case with other British colonies,

the provision of industrial or vocational education to the

Africans was in conformity to the beliefs of all the White

community. They believed that through industrial and



-56-

vocational education, the perceived 'natured laziness that

the African suffered from could be eradicated.

Furthermore, the provision of industrial and vocational

education was seen as a means of promoting the virtues of

humility and encouraging manual labour which Africans were

said to be lacking. It was along this line that the Frazer

report of 1908, the Education Commission of East African

Protectorate of 1919, the Advisory Committee of 1923 and the

Department of Education in Kenya all supported industrial and

vocational education as the best system of education for the

Africans. In 1924, for example, the Department of Education

issued the following statement:

edu ce t ion through intiu s t rv is the only right system
of education for the African in tnis present state of
cieve l oomen t , It is: ecien t i t i ce l I v correct and in
accordance with the distates of psychology. The
mentality of the African ie underdeveloped and it t s.
urt ive r ee l lv eami t t eci that handcrafts and manual t r ei nino
are especial J'Y valuable in developing the motor centre of
the br ein and for this reason. tee tur e s J er qe I y in
/('J.'ndergarten and in schools for cie te c t ive children.9

The provision of secular education to Af ricans was

strong Iy opposed by a wide cross section of the Europeans.

Secular education was seen as politically dangerous as it

exposed Africans to ideas above their station 1n life which

in the long run could make them compete for the same jobs and

equal treatment like them.

The fear of compe t i t ion for jobs and demands for
equal rights pushed some white extremists and they
asserted that the education for the native should
not be the kind that wau I d enable him to forsake
his place in the t r ib a I communit v , If he must be
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educated, his education should not encourage him to
be anything beyond a good servantlO.

Convinced of the White superiority and fearing the

dangers 01 giving secular education, the European community in

Kenya prescribed vocational oriented type of education for the

Africans. For them, vocational education would facilitate

subjugation and instil discipline in the African. In India and

Natal Province of South Africa, where the British government

had made a mistake of giving Africans metropolitan academic

school curriculum, political uprisings had broken out, hence

a n the Colonial Office in London a powerful anti-academic
/

group emerged tb oppose the provision of secular education in

the new colonies.

The anti-academic group further believed that the

provision of literary education could make an African directly

accessible to the mysteries of the White man which in turn

could make him big-headed and subversive. This attitude was

at times expressed in such terms as the best African was the

one who was ignorant and therefore with no challenge to the

White man~~. In his evidence before the Education Commission

of East African Protectorate, Rev. J. Bergman stated clearly

that 'he did not believe in the education for clerk.ship for

the ne t i ve e for sometime to come and that the natives

themsel ves could not do an'l"thing because they lacked

J.'nitiatives'12.
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The success story of the vocational education programme

at Hempton and Tuskegee colI eges for the Negroes in the

Southern States of America served as a good example for its

suitability to Africans. The European community in Africa

were thus convinced of creating a similar education programme

in Africa as those of Hempton and Tuskegee colleges of the

Southern States of America bel ieved that Africans as the

Negroes of the Southern States of America were to be educated

according to their environment so that they could be a

constant source of labour rn the European farms and not in

politics.

During the colonial era ~n Kenya, education dev~lopment

for the Africans largely adopted a techno-religious character

on the basis of preparing humble, hardworking, disciplined and

responsible Africans for the services of the white people.

In both mission and government schools during the period under

review. the contents of education given to the African was

,...largelyaffected by the factors we have already discussed

here.

Government Participation on African Education (1911 - 1925)

African education in Kenya was closely interwoven with

~1issi ona r y work. Government participation on policy

guidelines and control of the African education only started

to emerge in 1911, the year when the Department of Education

was established and its first director appointed.
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P~io~ to 1911, the gove~nment had neithe~ a policy no~ a

development plan, no~ an o~gani;::ation to guide its

pa~ticipation in the field whe~e Ch~istian miss~ona~ies had

gained extensive e xpe rae-n ce pa~ticula~ly in ~egard to the

education of the Kenyan Af~icans1~.

In Kenya, the colonial government was conce~ned with the

pacification of the various ethnic groups and inculcation of

proper respect fo~ European interp~etation of law and orde~14.

In 1904, Sir Charles Eliot did observe that:

Education is entirely in the hands of the missionaries
with the exception of small European schools at Nairobi
tre l onqinq to the r ei 1way. Perhaps t bis encour etremen t
will be found sufficient for sometime to come, for the
missionaries are many and native population scanty15.

Therefore, Sir Charles Eliot and Hayes Sadle~ proposed a

system of education throughout the p~otecto~ate whe~eby

mission institutions could be provided with grants-in-aid to

unde~take industrial and vocational education for the

Africans.

The first step towards the pr-ovision of the proposed

efficient system of education was undertaken by the Protestant

miss~onary group who in 1908 fo~med a joint committee known as

Missionary Board of Education to discuss common problems in

language, discipline, textbooks, grants-in-aid and method.

The formation of an educational Board by Protestant churches

unde~ the leadership of Henry Scott coincided with the F~azer

Commission of 19091°.
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The Frazer Commission under Prof. J. Nelson Frazer, a

long experienced educational officer in India, was the first

officially sanctioned inquiry by the colonial government into

the status of education in the colony. Frazer was

commissioned to recommend a structure of education for the

colony along the lines put forward by the Giroulds Commission

which envisaged a racial approach in the development of

education in the protectorate17•

Armed with fresh experience from India, where literary

education to Indians had led to an uprising against the

colonial government, together with the strong encouragement

from both the settler and Christian communities in Kenya,

Frazer in his report recommended different educational systems

for the various racial groups in Kenya namely; Europeans,

Asians~ Arabs, and Africans. In writing his report, he

strongly recommended industrial education for the Africans

which he felt would equip them with relevant skills needed in
I'

the world of work in the European farms1e.

Frazer's report on government - missionary cooperation

recommended that it was desirable that educational facilities

for the Africans should be provided by various mission

societies on the ground that education of any kind~ industrial

or technical was bound to be mischievous without morality

hence a comp Iete educa ti on for Af ricans was theref ore to

include some religious instructions1~.

ENYATT U IVE SI Y tBRA Y
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In line with the recommendations of the Frazer report,

the Department of Education through which government

grants-in-aid were to be administered was established in 1911.

J.R. Orr was appointed the first Director of Education. By

1912, eight mission schools which administered basic

industrial training in smithing, carpentry agriculture and

even typing were receiving government grants-in-aid through

the Department of Education. Some of these, mission schools

were those of the Friends Africa Mission (FAM) in Nyanza,the

Church I'hssionary Society (CI'1S)at Maseno and those of the

Church of Scotland Mission (CSM) at Kikuyu and Tumutumu.

In areas which were not adequately served by the

missionaries, the colonial government through the Department

of Education went ahead to open its own schools. Some of

these schools were opened at Kitui (1909), Machakos (1915),

Narok (1918) and Kajiado (1925). The opening of these

pchools marked the first attempt by the government to provide

educational facilities to the Africans.

In almost all these first government schools for

Africans, the curriculum included religious education, simple

agriculture, crafts and industrial education. Upon the

establishment of the Department of Education, one of the major

features of government policy regarding African education was

its technical nature.

To promote this kind of education, an education

commission of the East African Protectorate was appointed in
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1919 following the 1918 proposals in which various views had

been presented with regard to the nature of education in the

East African Protectorate. The 1919 Commission was commenced

on 8th July 1918 by the acting Governor Sir C.C. Baring and

was Chaired by J.W.Bartor.

This c omm i ss i on , like that of Fr e ze r , was supposed to

report on the best possible means of effecting the educational

needs of the East African Protectorate. After listening to

evidence from the Christian bodies and individuals, it was

proposed that the best way of furthering education among the

natives was through the already existing missionary bodies.

It further recommended grant-in-aid subsidies in respect of

pupils at technical schools. It also felt that Education

given to the natives should adopt technical lines but it was

apprehensive of the:

••• great danger of secular education divor ced from moral
and re l iq ious instruction. The natives require something
more than abstract moral code in place of primitive moral
laws and de t in it e re I iq iou e belief J'S necessar-y if he has
to become an honest and reputable member of the society20

According to the commission's recommendations, education

for Africans was to be based on techno-religious lines. This

was to enable them enter the field of labour rather than

pursue academic education which could "ruin ., them by

oreparing them for clerical and other related jobs. With

regard to teachers, the commission recommended their training

and went ahead to suggest frequent inspection of schools and

called upon District Commissioners to visit schools within
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their jurisdiction and inform chiefs. elders and parents of

the v~lue of education.

In the case of South Kavirondo. the colonial government's

participation was very minimal as there was no school to cater

for a class of children growing up in Kisii township and the

trading centre. The South Kavirondo Annual Report noted:

I would strongly advocate the establishment of a
government inau s t r i e I school at all District
Headquarters. Apart t r om the oaoar tun i t ie e which would
be afforded to natives of the township and trade centre
to whom some form of indu e t r i e I eciu ce t ion is a vital
nee es s J.- t y21.

It was not until 1920 that there was incre~sed government

involvement ~n African education in the district. especially

the inspection of the mission schools. In a nutshell. the

colonial government education policy was largely to promote

industrial education. To this end. in 1922, the Department of

Education announced the establishment of grant-in-~id to those

miss~ons which gave industrial education and which also met

"the required government standards.====

In 1924, the members of the Phelps Stokes Education

Commission visited East Africa and after making a detailed

edu ce t aon e I investigation from various Kenyan communities

recommended co-operation between the government and the

missionaries in the running of African education. They also

recommended an educational curriculum adaptable to the African

environment so that the African could be prepared for manual

work which was beneficial to him and his community as a

whole::?~.
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To promote industrial education for adaptation, the

government established two central training institutions. The

Native Industrial Training Deport (NITD) in 1924 and the

Jeans School, Kabete a n 1925.:;:4 The NITD offered advanced

training in technical subjects which were taught in the

village schools, while the Jeans School trained Africans to

be supervisors who were meant to go around a circle of schools

advising, stimulating and supervising the village school

teachers:;::'>.

These educational institutions were also supposed to be

models of similar institutions which were to be established in

the colony. It can be seen from the above discussion that

the colonial government like the Christian missionaries

prescribed techno-religious education at the expense of

literary education to the Africans.

The African Quest for Secular Education: The Case of the
Abagusii

As al ready discussed, in most parts of Kenya, Sciu t h

Kavirondo included, Christian missionaries were largely

responsible for the provision of educational facilities to the

Africans, while conforming to the colonial government

educational policies. The education they gave was primarily

evangelistic for acquiring converts. Hence the provision of

schools by the missionaries was complimentary to their desired

objective of promoting the tenets of Christianity and

increasing the number of Christian followers.
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Since the Christian missionaries were convinced that

schools were the best instruments of promoting evangelization,

they went ahead opening one school after another. Commenting

on the nature of mission schools and education they gave,

Bogonko notes that:

Not only did missionaries fail to supervise their schools
satisfactorily but they also had inadequate supply of
teachers, let alone qualified ones, many available
teachers were also unpaid and underpaid. This very
factor produced poor quality education ...• "~6

These factors made education at the mission schools

inefficient, inadequate and meagre. Hence general

disenchantment and opposition from the Gusii, Luhya, Kikuyu,

Embu, Meru, Luo and Abukuria broke out as a result of

techno-religious bias of the education that they were

subjected to.

Most of the Africans who participated in the World War I

came back home equipped with some experience related to

educational matters. At the War, some Africans were able to

see Europeans doing all sorts of things with considerable

ease. They were convinced that the Europeans capability was

as result of his academic education instead of

techno-religious education. Back home, the War veterans

started to demand, for academic education which was given to

their European counterpar-ts. In their view, literary

education was the most direct route to a better salary and

good status as that held by their white counterparts.
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Accot-dingly, for the greater part of the 1920s, most

Christian missionaries were pre-occupied with attempts to

lmprove their schools especially on the technical side as a

way of securing government grant-in-ai.d, a condition which

had been set by the Department of Education. Hence, they were

not ready to listen to African demands for literary education.

When it was evident that the missionaries were not ready

to offer literary education in their schools, some of the

mission educated Africans formed political associations to

pressurize for their grievances. Such associations included

the Kikuyu Association (KA) (1920) , the Young Kavirondo

Association (YKA). the Kikuyu Central Association (KCA), the

Kavirondo Tax Payers Welfare Association (KTPWA), the Native

Catholic lInion (NClI) and the North Kavirondo Central

Association (NKCA)~7.

These associations, apart from articulating the african

social, economic and political q r a e veri ce s., took educational

matters as one of their major concerns. In a m.emorandum

presen ted to Si r E. Gr .i qq , the then Governor of Kenya, the

Kikuyu Association is reported to have said that:

'-.Ie in /(,J.·kuYLIor o vin ce pen.. '" very I er ae emoun t annually in
Hut and Poll t es of t trie large sum, we see very little
coming back to us in direct benefits. We are grateful
for the assistance given to mission schools by government
to enable them do mor-e for us in the way of edu ce t ion ,
We wish hONev-e r to have Central Hiob school established
somewtrer e in our cOLInt rv to wri i cb sons can go for more
ed veri ced education on l ee vin q elementary schools28.



Besides the looming political agitation by Africans who

generally demanded for equality in all aspects of life,

conflicts also broke out between the White settlers and the

Indians as from 1920. Among other things, Indians complained

of unfair political representation in the Legislative Council

and economi c suppression whi ch reserved the fer ti Ie Kenyan

Highlands for the White settlers.

As this struggle persisted, the Colonial Office in

London. after examining the si tuation in the colony. was

forced to ~ssue a sta temen t whi ch came to be known as the

Devonshire White Paper. This Statement clearly defined the

British colonial policy in Kenya. It declared that:

Pr iaie r i1;.'. Keriv e .1 s an Hfr ican t er r:i t or v and its
ma~estys government thinks it necessary definitely to
record their considered opinion that the interests of the
Hfrican ne tivess must be paramount and that if and I••hen
those interests and the interests of the immigrant races
should con t lic t the former should ore ve ilZ'i,

Al though the Devonshire Whi te Paper did not lead to

I' s era ou s political changes a n Kenya, the commendation and

passing of the Native Authority Ordinance of 1924 was largely

due to it. The Ordinance was to give the Africans more powers

to make decisions on matters that affected them. This led

to the establishment of the Local Native Councils in 1925

which were seen as the most legitimate bodies to represent the

African interests. In South Kavirondo, through this body,

money and materials were collected by the inhabitants of the
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area to establish GAS Kisii which ~'ias to be run outside

missionary but under colonial government umbrella.

Sum mar y

Before the Frazer Report of 1909. the colonial

government's contribution towards African education was

negligible. However, as a result of the report the government

began to directly contribute to the development of African

education by establ ishing the Department of Education an

1911, giving grants-in-aid to some mission schools, issuing

policy and establishing its own schools in areas which were

not well-catered for by the Christian missionaries. Owing to

the fact that Gusiiland was well-served by the Roman Catholic

and Seventh Day Adventist missionaries, the government did not

bother to establish its own schools in the area.

Therefore. in Gusiiland. and South Kavirondo l.n general.

government contribution to African education was l.n terms of

policies which tended to prescribe techno-religious education

I' to the Africans. By the end of the World War I, the Gusii

had become dissatisfied with the type of education offered in

mission schools. Hence when the Native Council Ordinance was

passed in 1924 and the Local Native Councils established.

through this Channel. Africans were able to establish their

own schools an Kisii outside the missionary and Government

control as we shall discuss in the next chapter.
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C HAP T E R F 0 U R

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF GOVERNMENT
AFRICAN SCHOOL KISII 1925-1945

Immediately the Local Native Councils were .i nau qu rated in

1925, Africans started to utilise them to enhance their

educational needs and wants.1 The LNCs were, therefore,

seen as the best forum through which Africans were at long

last able to air their views to the government especially as

to what type of education their people wanted. In North,

Central and South Kavirondo districts of Nyanza Province and

those of Kiambu, Murang'a and Ny e ra districts of Central

Province, Africans in these areas strongly demanded through

the LNCs the establ ishment of government schools outside

missionary control.

The LNCs in these districts contributed money through

self-imposed cess for the establishment of their own schools,

a sign which demonstrated that in no uncertain terms did they

wish to be educated a n institutions under the Christian

missionaries. The 1926, Education Department Annual Report

States:

The Local Native Councils .in ver iou s dis t r ic t s have
r eised a 'Volunterr cess for the es tebI i shment of the
go'Vernment schools which it is hoped to start in 19282.

It was as a result of this strong demand for education

from the LNCs that the government finally accepted to allow

Africans to establish their own schools. We wi 11 now

endeavour to discuss the background to the establishment of

Government African School, Kisii and as well as consider
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educational developments at the school up to 1945, the year it

was upgraded to junior secondary school status.

Background to the Establishment of Government African
School - Kisii

In Chapter Three, we discussed the need for a government

school in Kisii Town to provide adequate technical education,

which the mission schools were not offering. With the passing

of 1910s, the desire of having that proposed school had died

out3. However, as from 1925, there was a strong demand by

the peoples of South Kavirondo District for a government

school, in reciprocation for the taxes they paid to the

government. The area District Commissioner M.F.G. Campbell,

suppor ted the idea and in In December 1925, he rai sed the

following concern:

I believe that the government will soon or later be
placed in a position of some embarrassment, if the policy
of laissez - faire at present adopted be persisted. That
a district populated b'y 274.133 and paying willingly a
sum of Shs. 1.•158..168/= should not possess one Government
school. is to my mirid , a staggering sit ue t ion , deser vinq
everything un tevour ebI e which can be said or thoLlght4

The DC further warned the government that, the youth in

South Kavirondo if not given a chance for education then,they

were bound to be disloyal, inefficient, dangerous and

discounted mob who would not assist it.~

As the demand for a government school hotted up, the two

Local Native Councils of South Kavirondo: the Kisii-Bukuria,

and Luo-Basuba decided to take the lead in this plight. They

collected money from self-imposed taxation which they voted to
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the pro j e ct. By 1926, the Luo-Basuba had earmarked a sum of

Shs. 20,000 for the establishment of the school.

The issue of a government school among the

Kisii-Bukuria Council, first came up during the meeting which

was held in August 8, 1927. During the meeting, the president

of the Kisii-Bukuria LNC who was the DC of South Kavirondo

tabled a circular letter from the Chief Secretary concerning

the government agreement towards the establishment of a

government school by the LNC. The Council deliberated on the

letter and reached a common agreement that such a school was

both necessary and desirable. They, therefore, decided on an

annual sum to be raised until a sufficient amount would be

realised for the construction of the school.e

By the end of 1927 the Kisi i-Bukur ia had net ted Shs.

25,000 for the construction and maintenance of the proposed

school, while the Luo- Bakuria's vote was Shs. 20,000/-7• In

the 1929 and 1930 estimates, the two LNCs had realised Shs.

53,000/= and ·Shs.100,000/= respectively for the purpose of

building and equipping the intended schoole.

It is remarked that almost all the chiefs were very

vocal in their support of the intended schoo 1 • Chiefs

Dnsongo of Bogetutu, Aoga Angwenyi his successor, Direre of

Bassi and Musa Nyandusi of Nyaribari were strong supporters of

estab Iishing a government school in Kisii, except chief

Martinus Maina of North Mugirango, a Roman Catholic by

faith. The latter, on his part, wanted the Christian

missionaries and in particular, the Roman Catholic Church to
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control formal education 1n Gu ss i a , leave alone the school

to be established.

Although the chiefs were rallying round an LNC sponsored

school, soon rivalry broke out as to the site and location of

the school. In the Kisii-Bukuria LNC meeting held on march

21st 1930, the president of the LNCs informed the meeting that

the Luo-Busuba who had contributed towards the establishment

of the intended school, wanted it established at Yala.

However, the Kisii-Bakuria considered it inadvisable for their

children to learn at Yala in the Luo country, due to tribal

differences and that the Kisii invariably felt sick when

living in Luo country.

On that account, the Kisii and Bakuria no longer wished

to participate in the Luo-Basuba Scheme and were determined to

go it alone. Consequently, they decided to vote funds towards

the establishement of a Kisii-Bukuria school in their

country. By 1931 they had voted shs 13,500/= for the school.

By 1932, a sum of Shs. 66,5001= had been set aside by the

Kisii-Bakuria Council

school".

towards the construction of the

The Council selected a Sub-Committee consisting of chiefs

Musa Nyandusi. Kereu Abaga.

and Nyakichanga Tendeka.

Aoga Angwenyi. Wambura Munanka

The purpose of the committee was

to present the Kisii-Bakuria grievances on the proposed

school to the colonial administration and to select a suitable

site where the school was to be constructed. With the help

of chiefs Musa Nyandusi and Aoga Angwenyi. the Abagusero clan
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lClnd in Kisii t own s hi p thedonClted 532 of

estClblishment of the school.

The Debate on the Nature of Government African School Kisii

Although the District Commisioner of South Kav i r-ondc had

shown his s.olLd a r a t y with the Kisii-BukuriCl LNC over the

estClblishment of the school. it was not plain sailing.

The LNC hCld alot of problems to contend with, regarding the

nature of the proposed school.

The greatest obstacle was the attitude of the ChristiCln

missionaries especially the Roman Catholics who were opposed

to the establishment of the school in Kisii for once the

Catholics and Seventh Day Adventists. not us~ally known for

their friendly relations, found themselves on the same side of

the fence, fighting for totCll monopoly and control of AfricCln

education.

They Clrgued thClt, since Kisiiland was well-cCltered by

-rn i 551 on schopls. the government had no business of

establishing CI school in t ha t area. The missionClries

r eason e d t ha t , since they had European s ts f f , building Clnd

nCltive teClchers to orgClnise for necessClry educCltionClI

e>(pClnsion 1n Kisii. the government was only to support them

by giving them the cost of educCltion insteCld of Clilowing the

establishment of the school which would not only be a heavier

drain on government resources but also duplicating whClt the

mission schools were alreCldy doing.~o

ln the LNC. the missions hCld some powerful Clilies

especially Clmong the Catholic members. who did everything
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possible to prevent the establishment of a government school

in Kisii. For example. in March 22. 1932. the chairman of the

school committee and the DC of Kisii, Major C.E.V. Buxton

called a meeting to get views on the nature of curriculum the

school was to offer.

Fr. Doyle, a Roman Catholic priest at Nyabururu suggested

that the intended school should be a medium one. teaching all

trades and disciplines. He warned against the school

offering elementary and primary education which the missions

were successfully offering.~~ In summary. he tried to save

what could be saved by striking a comprise between the

government schools and the mission ones.

Contrary to the missionary views especially that of Fr.

Doyle of Nyabururu the Kisii chiefs had mixed reactions. For

example. Chief Musa Nyandusi in particular:

••. wanted to see the school ready to provide the
priceless commodit:v of education ••. was pleased at the
prospects of a school be ina tiu i 1 t and asked if the oup i 1s
might be taught English. since the knowledge was of
growing value to the Africans who left their reserves to
seek. for wo,-}c,.12

Chief Nyandusi's views as well as those of other members

of the school area committee were that the proposed school

should run along non-denominational Iines where all bran ches

of knowledge could be offered. This could enable the pupils

to learn better skills of agriculture, domestic science and

how to conduct themselves with providence and generally how to

raise the standard of life in the village reserves.~3 Even

though it had been agreed unanimously that the Kisii-Bukuria

LNC should establish the intended school, yet there was
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another battle, fought outside the Council mainly by Pastor

w.w. Armstrong, of the SDA Mission Nyanchwa, Fr. H. Doyle a

Roman Catholic Priest at Nyabururu: McInnes and R. Gethin a

businessman at Kisii town over the curriculum the proposed

school was supposed to offer.

Pastor W.W. Armstrong's memorandum, dated April 18th,

1929 welcomed the government move in sharing with the missions

the great task of educating the Africans. He pointed out that

since it was not possi b Ie for ei ther the government or

mission to educate Africans alone, these c a 11 ed for

co-operation between the two in developing African education.

He wen t on to say tha t the bi r th of LNC schoo 1 shou I d be

complementary to the work of the missions but not competitive.

He suggested that such a school should be built so that

a new

adherents of all faiths could

their religious principles.~4

Armstrong hoped that the school would bring

attend without sacrificing

I' understanding of the African mind as well as reveal to him

(African) a new world of ideas, values and open to him, a

great store of knowledge. He expected the school to teach

the natives how to become practical citizens by giving them a

good knowledge 1n handcrafts which was necessary in making

the reserve better places to dwell an , Regardless of the

school being non-denominational. it was to teach re I.i q i ou s

education and moral instructions which he believed could

influence the formation of character. The standpoint of



-78-

Pastor W.W. Armstrong represents the typical missionary views

of those days towards their attitude towards Africans.

Contrary to the liberal and progressive views of

Armstrong. Fr. Doyle in his memorandum dated 12th April 1932,

seemed to con fine educa tion of Af ricans as a mi ssi onary

preserve. In his opinion, since the Gusii were industrious

people, the government should support the missionaries to

promote those areas where the Iat ter had fai Ied. Doyle

wanted the missionary to control African education and went a

head to call for community based education where parents as

well as children were included. He felt that schools should

not take pupils away from their homes and tribal life, which

in the long run would bring unrest to the old and the young.

He called for relevant education which could benefit the

whole reserve. He said that such education "must relate its

message to every side of village life".15

Fr. Doyle hoped that such education must not be boxed up

within the four walls of the schools. "It mu s t f low OLJ t

into the river of the tribal life. sweating it. ennobling it.

erir ich i rrq it: s p ir i t u e l Lv, me t e r ia l l v and s en i t er iI r vv+> He

felt that the school must be able to deal with vital forces

at work in the village life and be able to educate parents

and the community as a whole.

With this type of education, the Kisii were bound to be

good farmers to grow crops, bread cattle; have ventilated

houses with and bring up healthy families.
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With regard to his views on literary education, he felt

that mission schools were supposed to have full control than

the government. He suggested to be build hostels for pagan

pupi 1s in Nyanchwa and Nyabururu~ where they could eat and

sleep but .i o i n up with mission pupils for purely secular

subjects. He proposed that if the government went ahead to

build the proposed LNC school~ then the missionaries and their

catechists were to have the right of entry to the school for

religious instructions of the pupils.~7

Fr. Doyle believed that Africans should not be educated

for jobs w~ich were non-existent. Quoting the governor, Sir

Edwards, he remarked that "wri«t happened in Eng 1and and India

should not be repeated in Kenya".lS In his memorandum, Fr.

Doyle looked more of a community builder. This helps to

explain why he opposed the establishment of the Government

African School Kisii.

Despite the Christian missionaries monopoly of

~evelopment of African education Messrs. McInnes and Gethin,

who ~~ere living in Gusii were opposed to them. ]n the ir

memorandum presented to the Director of Education, they

ca 11ed for the establishment of the intended Government

African School, as the mission schools had failed in their

responsibility of imparting education to the Africans.

In his memorandum, dated 27th March, 1932, McInnes

started by defending himself that contrary to what

miss~onaries thought of him as being against them, he had
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missions, their work, organisation

arid personnel. ~~ He noted that most Kisii people were

pagans with no interest to mission controlled schools. He

opposed the idea of Christian missionaries trying tp impose

themselves on the Africans against their wishes.~<:· He

wondered how the Abakuria who had not got missionary

education~ could benefit from technical education. He felt

that if this was appl ied, then those areas wi th mission

education could get literacy education at the expense of

those areas without Christian m1ssionaries. He believed that

the best the government could do was to give the pagans what

they were asking for. He called for the establishment of a

central non-denominational school.~~ The proposed schoo 1

should be a district center for dissemination of culture and

enlightened ideas. To him, the proposed school was to

create good citizens who were going to be high po ten t i a I

earners.

Like McInnes, Gethin who was not particularly known for

his strong religious views, urged the government to go ahead

and grant the Kisii people the school they were asking for.

He reminded the Christian missionaries that whenever they

wanted land to establish either a mission or a school.

Africans had already provided.~~ He noted that Africans

had joined the mission schools with an aim of escaping from

any sort of manual labour and for the sake of getting

Christian names. This meant that majority of them were
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completely unreliable and a menace who needed strict

supervision in their places of work.2~ The only way to

discontinue this habit was to have a school run along the

"same lines as the English troer dinq schools to which pupils

should be edm i t ted when 'young enough so as to leave at the

age of 16".24 He stressed the application of strict

discipline which \"Ias to inculcate self-respect and racial

pride and virtues which he felt were absent among the Kisii.

Despite the missionary opposition, themajority of the

members in the Kisii-Bukuria LNC pushed the government to

allow the establishment of the school.2~

The Establishment and Development of the School

The financial problem which could have prevented the

establishment of Government African School Kisii was quickly

solved. The Lu o+Bu su ba decided to join the Kisii-Bukuria

project. after their project at Vala, Central Nyanza aborted.

In a joint meeting of the two LNCs of South Kavirondo held in

~anuary 1933. they both agreed to contribute on equal basis to

a common pool, 3 ~000 pounds for the school's construction,

which was estimated to cost 8,426 pounds based on the actual

cost of Government African School. Kagumo.2e

The official permission to start the construction of the

school was obtained early in 1934 after the site of its

location was approved by H.D. Weller, the supervisor of

Technical Eo u ca t i on .>?", His recommendations were further

endorsed by H.S. Scott, the Director of Education, and Sir,
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Phillips Cunliff Lister, the Colonial Secretary of the

State.~e

With official permission, the building of the school

started and the Native Industrial Training Depot Kabete (NITD)

trainees were used in its construction. An inscription on the

main building of Kisii school reads:

This bu i I dinq was erected by the Ne t ive .iridu s t r ie I
training Deport from turide provide a by the Local Ne i i ve
Coun cil s of Sooth Ke vi r orido in the year 1934.29

Towards the end of 1934, the building was already

complete and the first principal of the GAS Kisii, H.A.W

chapman, officially opened the school in February 1935.

When GAS Kisii was finally established a joint meeting of

two LNCs was held at which Mr. H.A.W. Chapman the principal

recommended the entry requirements to be standard 3 pupils

aged between 10 to 13 years. The meeting also endorsed that

Entrance Examination to be administered to all candidates and

,an annual school fees of Ksh. 18/= per pupil. The money was

to be paid once and not by instalments. In January 1935, an

Entrance Examination was attempted by a fairly large number

of prospective candidates. They were given papers in

arithmetic and Kiswahili. Out of the twenty-two Kisii

candidates who sat for the examination, only one managed to

quality for the primary course; but even with this one, he

was judged by the then principal C.A. Baring as being too

0Id.3<:'
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This poor performance clearly reflected poor educational

of mission schools ~n Kisii. It was against this

background that the school committee recommended the GAS Kisii

to begin at substandard A and B and standard I and II. The

committee further proposed that an equal number of Luo and

Gusii could be admitted to the school and then progress on to

the pr~mary Level.3~ Table 2 below shows that at elementary

1eve I• the Luo students were predominant in the lower

classess.

Table 2 GAS, Pupils 1936 and1939

Standard Gusii Luo Standard Gusii Luo
III 1 63 VI 3 25

II 8 18 V 17 20

I 13 17 IV 16 13
Sub H -;>, 10 III 18 13LO

Sub B 18 '?
L

Source: Br. Anthony Koning "The Foundation of Kisi i
,- School" (Bulletin No. 120. 28.2.95)

By 1945, it was still proved by the Entrance Examination

that there were insufficient candidates of the reauisite

edu.cational sta.ndards from Gusii mission schools who could

join the GAS Kisii. -For example, out of more than 350

candidates who applied to join the school for 68 vacanc~es,

67 of those who qualified were Luos, an d on Iy One Kisi i

managed to qualify:32
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The poor performance of Gusii students could be

attributed to the community hatred of the White man and their

resistance to missionary education.

Along with the problem of recruitment, there also

occurred the problem of finding a name for the school. Paul

Mboya, a member of the schools sub-committee suggested that

since the school had been established by funds from the LNCs

of South Kavirondo, it should be called "South Ke v ir on do Local

Netive Counci 1 School". :~3

generally wanted the school to

But the colonial government

be named "Governmen t A fr i can

School ", just as the other secular industrial schools at

Machakos, Kitui, Kajiado, Narok Kabianga, Kapsabet, Tambach

and Kapenguria.34 Lil<:.eNorth Kavirondo, the Africans were

genera.11y opposed to the na.me "Go ver nmen t "; bu t in his ru 1ing,

the president of South Kavirondo LNCs and DC of the area, said

that there was no option in the matter as it was an order from

,...theSecretary of State that schools of this type should be

ca.lled "Government African Schools".

When GAS Kisii opened and started to operate, financial

aid did not 1001<:much of a. prob 1em to the schoo 1. In the

first year of operation, school fees was charged as already

discussed. In addition, the LNC voted a grant of 35 pounds

for "wages 0 f meni a 15" a t the schoo 1, 360 pounds for board ing

cost and an addition of 883 pounds for maintenance. The LNC

continued supporting the school through grants-in aid but in

1936, it was agreed that the Central Government would be

I EN AT
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responsible for expenditure on pr~mary education and the LNC

for elementary and sub-elementary education in South

Kavirondo.~~

In 1938, the Central Government found it difficult to

support both the GAS Kisii, Nyabururu (RC) and Kamagambo (SDA)

primary schools; hence in 1940, the Inspector of Schools, T.G.

Benson made it clear to LNC members that parents were going to

be responsible for the payment of school fees in the primary

1eve 1 • Those who had children at the GAS Kisii found school

fees raised to Shs. 25/= bringing it in line with other

schools in the district.~o The increase of school fees was

seen by chiefs Musa Nyandusi, Gideon Magak and Paulo Mboya as

unjustified. However, the Inspector of Schools did not waver.

Apart from the above problem, the attitude of the

Christian m i ss i on s towards the GAS Kisii remained hostile.

This hostility continued to wo rsen as GAS Kisii started to

produce promising academic results, which could not be

matched by the mission schools. With the establishment of

primary sections in Kamagambo (SDA) and Nyabururu (RCI, their

prom~s~ng pupils ~n elementary school who wanted to join GAS

Kisii were prevented from doing so:

.•• the SDA and RC rtis s i on s , both rie virra pr i merv schools
of t rie i r own. do t tie i r best to keep most orom is in q
pop il s , in spit e of the poor results vie I ded by their
i ui t ion , and to let the duffers go to the Government
Afr1."can School. But it: now tie a in s. to appear that
Government African School can do as were or better with
the duffers than the mis s ion w i t t: c I e ver tiov s s S?
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The relationship between GAS Kisii and Mission schools

was not therefore a happy one. From 1939, it was obviously

clear that the GAS Kisii was doing better in terms of academic

performance and sports compared to mission schools. Hence

when some parents noticed this, they started to shift their

children from mission schools to GAS Kisii.

In the Primary School Examination (PSE) breakdown, as

given in the table below, the GAS Kisii had better results

than Nyabururu (RC) and Kamagambo SDA Mission schools. With

some other schools in the colony, the school compared well.4~

.cwlO
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Table 3: P~ima~y School Examination Results 1942 - 1945

PSE PSE PSE PSE
District School

1942 194.3 1944 1945

North Nyanza GHS r:.aka.mega. 16 ':'1 19 28..:...J.

FHN be ima-s i .5 4 9 20

p,qG Nyan gar .I 11 7 7 11,

CGl1 Kima 6 0 5 9

r1HM r1umias 0 1 0 0

7- Pass by G,qS 42 64 48 41

South Nyeri G,qS Kagumo 28 30 31 34

Embu CSN Tumu tumu 4 4 4 14

Nuran'ga CNS Kahuhi a ? 3 6 3.L.

Kiambu -
CCN Nyeri 1 8 6 28

CCS Kabete 4 0 2 5

CSNS Kiambu 0 1 T 0'-'

7- Pass by G,qS 60 60 53 37

South Nyanza. GHS «i e i i 9 9 16 21

MHM Nyambururu 3 ? 1 8.L.

SD,q Kamagambo ? 6 5 8.L.

,-

7- Pass by G,qS 69 53 73 54

SOURCE: S.N. Bogonko:
Education .In Kenya

,q History of Modern
1895 1991 (Eva.ns

Br o t tier s (Ken ve ) Ltd., 1952. .cw12

Sum m a ~ y

This chapter has dealt with the origin and development of

GAS Kisii. It has been shown that provision of education in

Kisii land was the work of the colonial government, the

missionaries as well as the Africans themselves. With
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inadequacies of missionary education in both content and

quality. Africans collected money through self-imposed

taxation to establish their own non-denominational schools. in

spite of missionary opposition. Therefore. with local support

and that of the Inspector of Schools and the Director of

Education. the Africans established GAS Kisii in 1934.
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C HAP T E R F I V E

DEVELOPMENT OF GOVERNMENT AFRICAN SCHOOL
KISII (1945 - 1963)

In spite of the initial problems that the GAS Kisii faced

during its formative years, it soon overcame them and turned

to be a shining star in extra-curricular activities and

academics.~ The Kav i rondo Di str i ct Annua I Report (1939)

states that:

rtor e promising pup il e will instead be attached to the
Gov ernme n t Hfr ican school and in such an even t the
mission w.i 11 e i t he r have to increase i tre i r effeciency or
see their schools regarded as second bests2.

With excellent performance staged by the school as will

be revealed in this chapter, the mission schools were

compelled to improve their standards in order to compete with

the former.

Achievement in Music

In 1945, the school choir tied for the first place in

Ny arrz a Musical Festival. Paul Nyachieo, a student of GAS

, Kisii composed a song, which became the first ever Gusii song

to be recorded. The Song 'ONOSOKO ERIERH RIRE NYONBH3 went as

follows'

1. Jyaiya Iyaiyaa Iyaiya Iyaiyaa Jyaa
omoturumi mOKamarungu agaturuma
OKar1.-aeme r un ou
Omo s uk u y io n erio ok oywor e
Nare no Onchhlari gakoywora
Nare Gesora gakoywora
Nare nkomor 1.- a gakoywora
Nare na obanyi gakoywora
Iyaiya Iyaiyaa lyaiya Iyaiyaa Iyaa

2. Omo turum i mOK emururrqu aga i urume
aKaria amarungu
Dmosukoy 1.-0 n ei ro e koywore
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Ne re Omoa ek« gako'!'wora
Nare SLibano gakoywora
Nare l'1araga gakoywora
lyaiya Iyaiyaa lyaiya lyaiyaa lyaa

~). Omo tur um i mok eme runqu aga turume
akaria amarLlngLi
Nare nkomoria gakoywora
Ner erio Osumo gaka>'wora
Nere Nr Oaueor ok ie gakoywora
Nare Nyachieo gakoywora
lyaiya lyaiyaa lyaiya lyaiyaa lyaa

The English translation goes as follows:-

1. lyaiya lyaiyaa Iyaiya lyaiyaa Iyaa
Iyaa. the wicked one
Narungu's wife
Commi tted the e oom ioeb Ie
then ate him up
On the da.'yhe was going to battle
with Onchwari to fight
with Gesora to fight
with Nk amor ie to ti qtrt:
with Obanyi to fight
Iyaiya Iyaiyaa lyaiya Iyaiyaa Iyaa

2. lyaa. the wicked one
l"1arLlngLl'swife
Committed the abominable
On the day he was going to ba tt Ie
I••it b rtoo er e to fight
with the Old one to fight
with Subano to fight
with Nyacheio to fight
Iyaiya Iyaiyaa Iyaiya lyaiyaa lyaa

~. Iyaa the wicked one
NarLlngLi""s w i fe
Commi tted the e oom ineb Ie
then ate bim LIP
On the da>' he I••as going to ba tt Ie
w.itb Nk emcir ie to tioh i:
with OSLlmo to fight
with the teacher to fight with Nyachieo
Iyaiya Iyaiyaa lyaiya lyaiyaa lyaa

This song was meant to encourage the Gusii to keep up

fighting with books as they did during battles.
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In 1946, the GAS Kisii choir team retained the cup they

had won in the previous year and in June 10th 1953~ when it

hosted the South Nyanza regional I'lusic Festival, both the

school team and that from the teacher training section won in

their respective classes. When they participated in the

provincial Music Festival in Kisumu held on 20th June 1953,

both teams were placed third overall.4

Achievements in Sports
In 1953~ the school won the Ndege Chai Football shield

which was open to all teams in the district. In the same

year, GAS Kisii athletics team was placed 3rd overall in a

provincial athletics meeting held at Siriba. This was an

extremely good performance for a comparatively junior school.~

In another triangular athletics competition held at

Kapsabet, the school took a runners-up position. In 1957, the

Cross Country team won the inter-schools athletics Sports held

at Siriba.~

In 1958~ the school went further to win the district

athletics cup, though entering as a separate team for the

first time. It also won the Inter-School athletics

competition at Sit-iba. The GAS Kisii athletics team also

helped South Kavirondo to win the provincial athletics cup for

the first time after several years. In 1959, the Cross

Country team became third overall while the athletics team

won both district and inter-school Athletics championship.7
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Achievement in Agriculture

The GAS Kisii also took a leading role in agriculture

from the time it was established. At least~ a half an hour

each day and every Wednesday afternoon was devoted to

agriculture on the school farm. Each boy was allocated a

small portion where to grow green vegetables, wimbi, potatoes,

maize and coffee.

The school farm also had dairy, poul try, and a pig
section. In November 1949, the school was honoured to stage

a highly ambitious and successful District Agricultural Show

which was extensively reported in the press. The following

is an extract from the report about the show appearing in the

East African Standard:

the two - de v show held at K.i ei i this week was an
ou t s t errdinq success and is considered locally to have
been the bes t of J.. ts kind yet a t tempted in Nvert ze
Prov in ce . While it was less embit iou s than provincial
show at Kaptagat last year .••• It certainly achieved no
less ..• as an eciu ce t ion movement to encourage better
eqr ic ul tur e , more home irrdue t r ie e and a wider
in t erpr e te t iorio t school education in di s t r i c t: school.8

Agricultural education was encouraged and greatly

stressed in the school syllabus. For practical agriculture,

the students were supposed to attend the government

agricultural and dairy farm which adjoined the school one.

The skills they acquired were supposed to be used to raise

the yield production both ari their farms and that of the

school. The boys' efforts in the subject always earned them

prizes and credits in District Agricultural Shows.

;lENYATTA U "VERSITY L18RARY
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Crafts and Discipline

The school also excelled in trades such as: carpentry,

t ai Lo rLn q , brick making and handwork. For example, in a

combined exhibition entered with the teacher training college,

they managed to acquire first prize during the District

Agricultural Show.~ The carpentry ski 11 which the boys

acquired enabled the school to construct an outdoor gymnastic

apparatus, making the GAS Kisii the third school in the colony

to be equipped along that line.10

As for discipline, the boys maintained a high standard of

discipline and respect among themselves, to the teachers and

the general public. It is only once in 1'1ay,1960 ~..••hen the

boys refused to take part in their daily routine which led to

their suspension for two weeks and expulsion of six by the

Board of Governors. The relationship between the immediate

community and the school was always good. On many occasions,

>he school used to host a lot of community activities, fot-

example, it offered in-service training facilities, welfare

seminars and workshops.11 Apart from this, the school also

benefitted from guest speakers from all walks of life.

Demands for LNC Schools

The great achievement of the GAS Kisii. over the mission

schools in vara ou s fields made the school the pride of the

district. Hence. there was a strong desire for more

government or LNC schools in the district to replace mission

schools. Most people in the district were convinced that the
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only way they could improve themselves educationally was

through non-denominational schools like the GAS Kisii~ which

they believed offered sufficient education as compared to

that offered by the mission schools.

The pressure on the colonial qov e r nrnert t by the

inhabitants of South Kavirondo led by Paulo Plb o va and 1'1usa

Nyandusi asking for more LNC schools was supported by the then

DC of South Kavirondo Mr. W.A. Perreau. In his dispatch to

the PC. Nyanza he wrote:

you perhaps thi nk that J am being too keen on these
schools but I have little e...•.perience of Independents.
they are a hot bed of anti government activity and only
arose because the government refused to e I low these
non-denominational schools to function and they were
unable to imo I emen t: their threat to stop them.~:::!

Perreau's working experience among the Kif~uyu in the

Central Province in the early 1930s had made him witness the

emergence of independent schools LlrJderthe Urnb re Ll a of Kikuyu

Independent Schools Association (~ISAl and the Kikuyu Karinga

Educational Association (I<I<EA). The irJauguration Of

IndeperJdent Schools was put-ell' a slgn that the Kikuyu v.Jer-E'

totally opposed to any form of gover-nment o r mlS"S".10nar-l'

control of their education as the two were opposed to female

cirCllmcision.~7. The settlemerJt of the Agikuyu in Kisii made
1'101 •. -
I I' • to fear that the Gusii bound to be

politicized by the former to establish their own independent

schools. if the colonial government refused to listen to their

grievances.
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Given this type of situation~ whi ch the colonial

administration found itself in~ it went ahead to allow the

establishment of new LNC schools. Like the case of GAS Kisii

the Christian

establishment.

missionaries rose up in arms to oppose their

However, the opposition was eventually

overcome and Africans went ahead to set aside land. materials

and cash for the new LNC schools. These included Ongalo in

Karachuonyo~ Kereri~ Agoro Sare~ Gionseri and Kwabwai.14

The establishment of Kereri in 1946~ led to the transfer

of standard I to V, from the GAS Kisii to Kereri leaving the

former with higher primary (intermediate) and junior secondary

school status. Kerer i served boys who cou Id not a f ford

primary boarding and in 1956~ the school came under the

District Education Board (DEB) management. In 1961. boys at

Kereri were transferred to a new primary school. Nyaura near

the present-day Kisii Teachers' College to give room to Kereri

girls boarding school.

I' Wi th the establ ishment of LNC school s a new era of

remarkable educational performance ushered in the district.

For example, out of 60 candidates accepted by GAS Kisii for

secondary school education in 1948. 29 of them were from the

newly established LNC schools.1~

Challenge to Mission Schools

The mission schools were in turn challenged by those of

the LNC to improve their academic performance. The mlSSlons

had to do this in order to compete for grants-in-aid from the
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DEB and LNC. The ~ppeal for better schools like the GAS Kisii

or the newly established LNC schools was made with excellent

response from many mission school managers who tried to limit

the uncontrolled expansion of their schools and stepped up

their efforts of training their teachers.~~

Besides compelling mission schools even with the adamant

SDA to improve their results~the GAS Kisii together with the

inaugurated LNC schools~ made the colonial government to open

senior secondary schools in the district to cater for pupils

sitting for the Common Entrance Examination (CEE) in the area.

These schools included GAS Kisii~ Kamagambo, Nyabururu,

Nyanchwa mixed, Agoro Sare and Mirogi.~7 However, with the

implementation of the Beecher Report in 1952, which

structured the system of education into 4 years in primary~ 4

ln intermediate and another 4 in secondary school, GAS Kisii

remained the only secondary school in the district until the

openi ng of Homa Bay (1960), Card ina I Otunga f'10socho (1961)

~nd Sameta (1963) Secondary schools~e.

In 1949, the GAS Kisii attained senior status of

secondary school. In 1950, a teacher tr~ining programme

(training T3 and T4 teachers) was opened. The T3 programme

took two years and the T4 took a year. In 1951, the college

had 16 students in second year, and 15 in first year. At the

end of 1951. 12 of the students qualified as T3 teachers and

were posted to various parts of the district as the first

group of teachers trained at the GAS Kisii Training College.
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i1l19S7, due to l e c k of accommodation, the colonial government

transfer-red the ,college to Kabianga, but in 1967, Kisii High

School donated SO acres of land on which Kisii College now

The available data on student enrollment in GAS Kisii as

given in the table below, shm'is the Luo as majority population

in the school till 1960s.~<:· Even with the introduction of the

Qoota system in 1946 to save the Gusii, educational standards

~ the area was far below that of the Luos. 1962 shows marked

~~rease ~n the Gusii student enrollment. This increase is

Nobably attributed to the str-ict r u Le s of the District

f~cation Board (DEBl.

lahle 4: Student Enrollment by tribe at GAS: Kisii 1957
1~ 1959: 1960: and 1962:

-f~af" Ethl.nic Groups Total

Luo Kisii Mixed* Nubian Total
~7

150 44 11 - 205

l~ 180 49 10 - 239

195'1 163 74 - 238

19'00 173 55 8 - 236

1%1 159 72 3 - 243

UZ 145 110 5 1 261

• Nixed refers to non Luo/and Kisii Students.

lw:ademic Achievements

Wi th regard to examination, the school performed qui te

!ltI?I1 both in the Kenya African Secondary School Examination



-101-

(KASSE) and Cambridge Overseas School Certificate Course. In

1953. out of 29 candidates in KASSE, 24 passed.~~ In 1954,

out of 51 candidates, 45 obtained passed.

accepted at GAS Kakamega and 6 at Maseno.

In 1956, the GAS Kisii registered 62i~ passes in the

Of these, 20 were

Cambridge School Certificate Examination the first time. In

1957, all 26 candidates passed and two of them, one in arts

and the other in sciences got admission to Makerere College.

In 1958, 11 candidates got 1st division: of these, 4 were

admitted to Makerere and 6 to the Royal Technical College,

Nairobi.~~. In the same year, GAS Kisii was placed under the

Board of Governors (BOG) who met twi ce a year to consider

estimates, improvement and general matters related to the

school's development. In the subsequent years, GAS I(isii

performed quite well compared to GAS Kakamega (Table 5).
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Table 5:
Cambridge School Certificate results for GAS Kisii and GAS Kakamega

Schoo11year 1st 2nd 3rd I. Fail I. Tota
DIV DIV DIV GCE Pass ure fail 1

GAS Kisii 1959 5 17 24 - 73.9 12 20.7 58
1960 11 22 12 2 83.9 9 16.1 56
1961 11 22 2 9 1001. - 0 56
1962 7 15 21 - 79.6 11 20.4 54
1963 11 20 17 4 92.9 4 7.1 56

GAS 1 9 11 5 83.9 5 16.1 31
Kait:amega/1959

1960 2 11 22 4 63.9 22 36.1 61
1961 5 23 27 -s- 93.5 4 6.5 62.j

7. For percen ta,ge pa,ss end tei 1.

For Higher School Certificate (HSC) examination attempted

in 1963 for the first time, 9 candidates passed, while the

other 10 managed to get a statement of success.~3

Socio-economic Contribution of GAS Kisii

The establ ishment of GAS Kisii which the Africans had

really campaigned for, helped a great deal in improving their

social and economic standards of life. The school provided an

avenue through which students acquired instruction and

know 1edge in var l. ous subj ect s such as: Eng 1ish. History,

Geography and Religion.

The contribution of GAS Kisii can be seen in the success

of those who passed through it. GAS Kisii products were

employed as teachers. office messengers. agricultural

,"'
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technicians, clerks chiefs and others became public figures

as discussed below.

Contribution of GAS Kisii Ex-Students

Nelson Nyanchoka,24 a retired chief joined GAS Kisii in

mid February 1935 and was admitted as Student No.5. After GAS

Kisii school, he was employed as a teacher between 1942 - 53

by the Kenya Tea Authority in Kerenga, Kericho. In 1953, he

was promoted to become a Supervisor of pr:imary school s in

Kericho Tea Estates. However, within a short time Nyanchoka

was appo-inted a Social l.tJelfareOfficer, mainly dealing with

women clubs and activities.

Later, Chief Mathayo Rateme retired 1n 1959, Nyanchoka

was appointed as the next Chief of Bassi location. As chief,

Nyanchoka encouraged his people to plant tea, coffee,

pyrethrum and to keep grade cows. Through Nyanchoka's

efforts, Samwel Menge, a business partner in Masaba General

Stores, Nelson Nyariki of Nyansiongo Investment Company,
I'

Magembe of Satellite Hotel and Morris Nyamongo of Masige Tea

Estates ventured into business and agriculture. With regard

to education, he helped in establishing many primary schools

in his area and was the force behind the establishment of

Sameta Secondary School in 1963. Wi th regard to other

activities, he influenced the appointment of t-1rs.Tabitha

Ogega to the Chai rpe rs.orr's posi tion in 'Naendel eo Va Wanawake'

(Women's Development) in 1960, for Kisii district branch.



-104-

Lawrence G. Sagini~~ was admitted to GAS Kisii. from

Sengera SDA Primary School as Student Number 293. After Kisii

where he was a junior prefect, Sagini joined Holy Ghost Mangu

High School in 1945. From Mangu High, he was admitted to

Kagumo Teachers College where he graduated as a KTI teacher in

1949. In 1952 Sagini was appointed Headmaster of Nyabondo

Intermediate School. Being an assiduous Character, he studied

by correspondence and in 1956, when the Institute of

International Education advertised its scholarships, his

application was accepted. With the help of a two thousand

shillings bursary from the South Kavirondo African District

Council ,he proceeded for further studies in the United States

of America at Alleghary College. In 1958, he graduated with

a Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology. In 1959, he \~as

appointed Supervisor of Mill Hill Primary Schools in Kisii.

He became one of the first Kisii to own a Volkswagen Car.

In 1961, he ventured into politics by winning the Kisii

parliamentary seat. Sagini served Ki tutu as a member of

parliament until 1969 election when he was defeated by a

29-year old ex-St. f'1ary'sYala student Dr. Zacharia Onv on ks

who had come back from the USA and briefly lectured in the

Department of Economics University of Nairobi. Mr. Sagini has

served the government in various capacities as a Minister for

Education and Local Government and as a Chairman, of Board of

Directors, Firestone (E.A. ) L td. , Agricultural Finance

Corporation, Kenya Power and Lighting Co., and Kenya African
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National Union (KANU) Kisii Branch. Recently, he chaired a

presidential committee appointed to investigate the causes of

School Strikes and indispline in the Country, currently,

Sagini is a nominated MP and Chairman of the University of

Nairobi Council.

John Henry Okwanyo, the former Minister for Regional

Development was educated in GAS Kisii between 1946-1950.

After GAS Kisii, Okwanyo joined the Medical Training College

in Nairobi in 1951 for a medical course. After his graduation

1n 1953, Okwanyo worked briefly in King George Hospital

(Present day Kenya tta Na tiona 1 Hospi ta 1) before going in to

politics. Between 1956 and 1963,he served as a Councilor for

Migori Ward and at the same time chairman of the South Nyanza

Chamber of Commerce.

In 1969, Okwanyo was elected a Member of Parliament for

Migori and was appointed as an assistant Minister for Health.

Okwanyo re+ ceptured his seat in the 1979 general election

I"which he had lost 1n 1974. Thereafter, he was appointed

Minister for Water Development and Energy. In 1982, he was

elected the President of United Nations (UN) Conference on new

and renewable sources of energy. He is a member of the Red

Cross, Family Planning Association of Kenya and the Scouts

Association of Kenya.

Simeon Nyachae, ~7 a career Civil Servant who retired as

the Chief Secretary in December, 1986 joined GAS Kisii in the

mid 1940s after which he was employed as a clerk. In 1957,
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Nyachae was awarded a government scholat-ship~ through the

influence of his late father. Senior Chief 1'1usaNY'4Jldusito

study at Torgugy College then a constituent of College of

Exeter University in the United Kingdom (UK). On his return

to Kenya in 1958, he joined the civil service briefly before

he became the Welfare Officer with the East African Breweries

Ltd for two years. Later, Nyachae rejoined the Civil Service

as a District Officer for Kangundo, Machakos. He rose through

the ranks and in December 1964, he was promoted to Provincial

Commissioner. In 1979~ Nyachae was appointed

Secretary in the Office of the President in Charge of

Development, Co-ordination and Cabinet Affairs. In 1984,

Nyachae was appointed the Chief Secretary. Up-to-date,

Nyachae takes pride of his former school, Kisii and apart from

supporting the school financially and materially, he is an

acti ve member of Kisi i School Old Boys Assoc i at ion (KOBA).

Currently, Nyachae is the MP for Nyaribari Chache and Minister
I'for Agriculture. Livestock Development and Marketing.

Ex-products of GAS Kisii include: Professor Douglas

Odhiambo, 2e former Head of Chemistry Department University of

Nairobi. Vice Chancellor Moi University and currently Chairman

of Kenya Pipel ine Cooperation. Professor Shellemiah Keya

current l~' Vice-Chancellor of r'loi Un i v e r ssi t v s Professor

Sorobea Bogonko Nyachieo (no: 1264), former Acting Registrar

Kenyatta University, and currently, a Deputy Principal in

charge of Academics, 1'1aseno University College; Dr. N.



-107-

Orwenyo, Senior Lecturer, Department of History at Kenyatta

University.

Others in the list include J.D. Nyaema,~Q Principal Kenya

Technical Teachers College (KTTC); L.O. Kana ro , Headmaster

Kisii School; D. I'lotanya, Headmaster Kisumu Day Secondary

School; P.Okundi, I'lanaging Director of Kenya Broadcasting

Corporation (KBC); J.N. Simba, Chairman National Bank of Kenya

and A. A. Adongo, Secretary General, Kenya National Union of

Teachers (KNUT); former M.P.'s: M. Onsando Majoge Boss; Late

G. Morara and D. Onyancha, West Mogirango, Abuya Abuya, Kitutu

Masaba; D.O. Kombo, South Mogirango and W. Mwita, Kehancha are

also ex-students of GAS Kisii.~1

Sum mar y

The establishment of GAS Kisii was indeed a blessing and

a milestone in the development of African education in the

district. It effectively provided competitive education. The

mission schools had to improve their academic performance in

~rder to reach its standards. The study has also demonstrated

how positively GAS Kisii has contributed to the standard of

living in the rural areas and the Nation at large through its

ex-students.
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C HAP T E R S I X

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR FURTHER STUDIES

Sum mar y

In this studv , we have looked at the development of

secular education in colonial Kenya. In order to bring out

this factor clearly~ the establishment of Government African

School. Kisii and its development between 1934 and 1963 was

chosen as the main theme of the study. However, secu Iar

education cannot be discussed in isolation. Hence, analysis

of the social, economic and political factors has been done to

show how they have influenced the theme of the study.

It has been clearly shown that formal Western education

was introduced in Kenya, as in other parts of Africa by the

Christian missionaries. The chief object of the Christian

missionaries was to convert the African and win his soul for

Christ through education. Hence. education to the Christian

missionar ies was a vehi c 1e or weapon of prop aqa ting the
I'

Christian gospel. The missionaries did not stress the

importance of education for its own sake, as long as it

enabled them to get more Christian converts.

At the start. the Kisii people as the study has revealed

displayed an element of suspicion, indifference and mistrust

of the Roman Catholic and SDA Christian missionaries. They

associated the Christian missionaries with people who had

carried a punitive expedition on them, and hence refused to

have any dealing with them. But~ as time went by, they came
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to re a Li s.e the new socio-economic opportunities associated

with the education introduced by the missionaries. They

changed and started to attend school ~n large numbers.

In the mission schools~ Africans came to r ea lLs e that

they were only subjected to education mainly stressing on the

3Rs i.e. reading~ writing and simple arithmetic. This

education apart from enabling them to become ardent Christians

denied them opportunities of aspiring for white-collar jobs.

Therefore. they started to ask and long for a secular

education which could enable them to get better jobs like

their white counterparts. Before the Fraser Report of 1909,

government participation in African education was minimal and

negligible. Wi th the es t a b Iishment of the Department of

Education in 1911, the government processed grants, issued

policies and went as far as establishing its own schools in

areas which the missionaries had not catered for.

The con tr-i bu t ion 0f the the government to African

education as revealed in the study was greatly influenced by

social~ economic and political forces. For example, owing to

the fact that the Europeans naturally felt superior to the

Africans~ the former believed that educational practices

between the two races were then to be different. The

Europeans in this case were to get literary education to

prepare themselves for administrative roles while the black

man was to be subjected to techno-religious education which

was not capable of preparing and equipping him with relevant
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skills to enable him serve the colonial government as an

administrator.

The Africans were totally dissatisfied with the type of

education they were being offered. Hence. with the

establishment of the Local Native Councils in 1925. they were

able to get the proper channel of airing their grievances ~s

to the type of education they wanted. With the inauguration

of the LNC's. they were able to express the need of

establishing a purely secular educational institution outside

missionary control. The Africans in South Kavirondo taxed

themselves and contributed labour. materials and land for the

establishment of a non-denominational school. that 1.S, GAS

Kisii • This was not an easy task especially with the

.increased opposition from the Christian missionaries. The

unwavering stand taken by Africans, coupled with the local

support and that from Kisumu and Nairobi, enabled them to

es t ab Iish the school. The study further shows the ini tial

problems that also threatened the establishment of GAS Kisii

and how these problems were later solved.

The study has revealed that GAS Kisii. became a milestone

in the development of African Education 1.n South Kavirondo

despite teething problems. This argument is proved by the

quality of education given at the GAS Kisii which soon

outshone the mission controlled schools. in academics and

sports. There was a general outcry in South Kavirondo

District that missionar1.es should pull up their socks and

give quality education as the one found in the GAS Kisii. The
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call was favourabl'l responded to by the

their

ChristiCtn

missionaries who started to ~mprove schools'

performance in order to compete with the GAS Kisii and other

newly established LNC schools. The subsequent result of this

was the improvement in the quality of education in the

district.

Besides all these, the graduates of GAS Kisii have served

the society in various capacities, as clerks, technicians.

engineers, doctors, 1awyers, administrators and entrepreneurs.

Therefore, the school has acted as catalyst of

socio-economic advancement in the country since its

establishment.

Suggestions and Recommendations for Further Research

In this study, apart from the SDA and RC missionary

groups, other missionary groups were mentioned as having

provided education to the Africans after 1930s. There ~s,

therefore, a need for a thorough study to be carried out on

each of these Christian missionary groups in order to bring

out their respective roles in the development of education for

the African people. We further discussed the role of colonial

government in establishing the first government African

schools like Narok, Kapsabet, Waa and Kabianga. There is need

for other studies to be carried out along this 1ine to

establish to what extent did the colonial government

contribute towards the establishment of these schools and

other Government African schools established in the colony.
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The establ ishment of Kerer i Gi r Is Secondary Boarding

School shows that it was an offshot of GAS Kisii. This study

did not undertake a detailed account of its historical

development. It is, therefore. necessary that a study on this

school be carried out.

At the same time. the study also discussed about the

teacher training programme started in 1950 at the GAS Kisii.

This study only traced the transfer of the training facilities

to Kabianga in 1957 and later to present-day Kisii College in

1967. It is imperative that a more detailed study should be

carried out to establish more about this teacher training

college.

Elsewhere in the study, we looked at the establishment of

secondary school education in the district especial Iy in

.,. 1960s . There is a need, therefore, to carry out a detai led

study on the development of secondary school education in the

area since the 1960s.

F ina 11 v , thi s study on 1y focused on the growth of GAS

Kisii in the period between 1934 - 1963. Nothing about the

school has been discussed beyond this period. There is,

therefore. a need to carry out a further study on the school's

history from 1964 t6date.
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APPENDIX 1

Interview Schedule EX-Students of 6AS - 1;.-ISII

Occupation:

Age:

Tribe:

1. Be twe en which ye e r s: were you in GAS Ki s ii?

~~. Ht w.hat age did )r'OLI enter GAS Ki s i i ?

o , l'tIhere were you schooling before jOJ.-ning GAS Ki eii ?

4. For how long were you in that 'V1.·11age school before you
entered GAS Kisii"?

5. WhJ.-cb subjects were YOLI taught in the 'vi 11age school?

6. Under which re I io ious domination was the vi l I eoe school?

.' .

8.

<;' .
I'

10.

11.
12.

1 ~~ ..•.),

14.

15.

16.

What educational te c il i t ie s were found in the
school s·?

'Village

Do you .know
qu e l it i c e t ion
school s i >

anything
(those who

as concerns the teachers'
taught you in the 'Village

What were t.tre entry requirements of GAS K1.-sii and at
what class d i dyou join the school?

Who sponsored your education at GAS Kisii?

J'tIt-u·ch subjects were you taught in GAS Ki s i i ?
Ho;"" di t te r en t: wer e they from those of the 'Vi 11age school
you were pre viou e I v ?

Do you know anything about the teachers· qualifications
."ho taught )'OU in GAS K'ie i i?

What can .~'OLIsa.•·-a oou t the edu ce t 1.- ori e I fac i 1it i es. a t the
GAS «:S1.· i?

Which year and class did you finishyoLir eciu ce t iori at
GAS K1.-e i 1..?

CLlrrently. what 1.S your occupation?

t 1
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Interview Schedule EX-Teacher's of GAS - Kisii

Name:

Occupation (Present):

Age:

Ethnic Group:

2.

1. Between whi cb veer s did you teach in GAS KJ'SJ'i ?

teacher?t-4/hat were your academic qu e l it i c e t i on s as a

t-4/hich subjects were taught at GAS Ki e i i and wti ic h
were you teaching vour s e I f?

one

4. Did GAS Kis i i fall under an}' religious ciomin e t i orr?

6.,-

7.

B.

9.

10.

11.

12.

DJ'd vou
students

use any of the
toGAS Ki si J'?

to admitfollowing

(a) Age

(b) 512,.,>(

( c ) E thn i ci t y

(d) Iieriom i n a t ion

t e) Academic reau ir emen t e rc l es s or entry?

What problems did you exp er ieri ce
regard to the above?

from your students ~'7

" '
Did mJSSJon school s
joiru'ng GAS KJ'sJ'i?

students from

/-4/hoorov id ed or financed the general development of the
school?

What can you say about the eau ce t ion e I
KJ'sJ'J'. in comparison to the mis ei on 0'-

te ci Tit ie e at G4S
vi I l eo e schools?

How was
KJ'SJ'i in

the general
your t ime ?

at G.A.s ••performance

Apart from academic how did
ext r e=cur r i cu l er: activities/

the school perform In

What are some of the tierre t it e of establishing GAS Ki s i i ?
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APPENDIX 2

Government African School Kisii
1934 Present

Year:

1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940

1942
1943

1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956

1957
I'

1958
1959
1960

1961

1962

10""'"
..J. ••• Ll_)

1964
1965

1966

1967
1968
1969
1970

)
}
1

.1

)
}

1.J

)

)
)
)
)
1

.I

)
1

.1

)
}
1

.I

1
.1

1
J

1
.I

}
1

J

1-',
-'

),
.J,
.I,
.J

Headteacher:

H.14. Chapman
C.H. Berridge

E.G. Kess

G.G. HLitchinson

D.H.C. NeNton

H.U.l-1L1tfuld

R.H. Lake
H. Wall ace

T.W. 5harad

C.E. Westl-vell

N.C. Grounds

W.C. GJ.·llespie

J.G.N. Bundred

J.C. Hpple.'",'
J.Bowles

B.W. Brown

G. Walobwa
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1971 ,
.'

19.72 ,
j

1973 ,
.I

1974 ,
j

1975 ,
.'

1976 ,
j

1977 ,
.I

1978 ,
j

1979 ,
.'

1980 ,
.I

1981 ,
j

1982 ,,
1983 ,

.I

1984 ,
.'

1985 ,
.'

1986 ,
.I

1987 ,
.'

1988 ,
j

1988 }
1989 ,

.'
1990 ,

j

1991 PRESENT

J. Nwaura

L7. D. N. N)..'aema (E ..x:Studen t)

J. I •. Ki nvu s

C.N. Barongo

J.L.a A~naro (Ex: Student)


