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ABSTRACT 

Kenya and Ethiopia are two African states that vary in physical size, political capabilities, 

and economic stability. The two are sovereign states and members of the African Union 

and United Nations. They are separated by a mutual boundary; they face the same threats 

and they have mutual prospects. The two countries have been enjoying close bilateral 

relations since 1963 when Kenya attained independence. The general objective of the study 

was to analyze Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020. This study had 

three objectives: To explore the nature of diplomatic relations between Kenya and Ethiopia 

from 1963 to 2020; to examine the factors behind Kenya and Ethiopia diplomatic relations 

from 1963 to 2020; and to analyze the extent to which fair and equitable bilateral trade 

relations between Kenya and Ethiopia have been promoted from 1963 to 2020. A 

comparison was made to analyze Kenya-Ethiopia diplomatic relations since 1963 to 2020 

as determined by different presidents, and the influence that President Jomo Kenyatta’s era 

had to the diplomatic relations between 1963 and 1978 that impacted on the other regimes’ 

relations with Ethiopia. The study adopted the Realism Theory together with Allison’s 

Theory of Decision-making in international relations. This enabled the conceptualization 

of foreign policy as a meaningful perspective to guide state relations in the modern world. 

This study adopted an exploratory research design and purposive, snowball and stratified 

random sampling techniques were employed. Interview schedules research instruments 

were used to obtain data. A thematic approach was used in analyzing qualitative data and 

the statistical package for social sciences was employed in the analysis of quantitative data. 

This enabled a contemporary analysis of the available academic material and interstate 

reports to determine Kenya’s strategic advances towards Ethiopia. The findings showed 

that Kenya and Ethiopia have had cordial diplomatic relations over time though with some 

traces of tension. The cordial relations can be seen in the series of combined activities that 

the two states have engaged in such as joint cross border security enhancement initiatives, 

cross border trade, sending their troops to AMISOM with a view of stabilizing Somalia as 

well as spearheading peace talks in Sudan. Secondly, it was also found that the two states’ 

ties have been built on joint security, economic and economic factors. Lastly, it was also 

found that there were traces of tension as manifested by unfavorable investment policies 

especially by Ethiopia. In conclusion, it was recommended that the two states’ diplomatic 

ties can be enhanced further through continued trade and security engagements and that 

there was need for Kenya and Ethiopia to harmonize their investment policies as a roadmap 

to free and fair-trade relations.  
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background to the Study 

The strength of a nation’s international relations is dependent on a number of factors. 

Security and economic development are among the most common of these factors. States 

are rational actors who seek to preserve themselves; hence, they are influenced by their 

security and economic survival. In achieving security and economic development, states 

use both bilateral and multilateral forums. Since decolonization, African states have 

worked to limit the influence of colonial legacies on their ties, such as instability induced 

by porous borders.  According to The Daily Nation (24th November 2020), Kenya and 

Ethiopia are neighboring sovereign states at the Horn of Africa that share a common border, 

which is approximately 779KM, similar challenges, and arguably, joint opportunities. 

Schlee (2003) acknowledged that the common challenges faced by both Kenya and 

Ethiopia include: security challenges caused by the smuggling of small guns and an inflow 

of refugees from nearby volatile nations like Somalia and South Sudan, as well as cross-

border disputes over natural resources, livestock rustling, and contraband trade. This led to 

various concerns from members of parliament in Kenya and Non-Governmental 

Organizations risking the good ties Kenya enjoys with Ethiopia. 

Kenya has had diplomatic relations with other states both globally and regionally. China-

Kenya relations were shaped mainly by the prevailing global trends such as Cold War, the 

collapse of communism and the New Cold War where capitalists and communists are 

fighting for developing countries. Kenya has enjoyed bilateral relations with China since 

1963 but the relations begun turning sour when President Jomo Kenyatta begun alienating 
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the left wing for fear that their leader, Jaramogi Oginga Odinga would introduce socialist 

ideologies into the country (Morton, 1999). When President Moi who was pro-West took 

over leadership then the Western countries started pushing for democracy, he started 

warming up towards countries in the eastern bloc and this move resulted into signing of 

numerous agreements on economic and technological cooperation (Barkan, 1994). 

President Kibaki’s government embraced the ‘look East’ policy since his government was 

being driven by the desire to resuscitate the economy and accusations of graft by Britain 

and US only catalyzed the move (The Guardian Newspaper, 2008). 

Kenya's diplomatic efforts with France and Russia have been driven mostly by a desire for 

trade and investment. Kenya has always had cordial connections with France, with the 

former offering the latter the largest investment market (La France au Kenya, 2019). Russia 

on the other hand has had cordial relations with Kenya since 1963 but the economic activity 

between Kenya and Russia has been limited (RWR Advisory Group, 2016). However, 

Valentina Matviyenko, Russia’s Senate Speaker said that Russia saw Kenya as a strategic 

partner in Africa and was determined to foster trade relations between the two states 

(Citizen News, 2015). Obala (2013) contends that President Uhuru’s foreign policy has not 

a departed from the old since it laid emphasis on presenting Kenya as a regional leader 

while asserting sovereignty and alienating the Western powers. He further states that 

Kenya’s foreign policy during president Uhuru’s regime was more afro-centric though 

ironically, the Jubilee Coalition manifesto still endeavored to engage the traditional 

economic partners such as the US and UK among other European countries.  

Kenya’s compromised position over South Africa’s apartheid policy played a major role 

in shaping Kenya-South Africa relations. Mbogo (2014) opines that mistrust exists between 
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Kenya and South Africa and efforts to resolve the poor trade relations have often been 

thwarted by Kenyan policy makers who seem uneasy about the volume of trade imbalance 

in favor of South Africa. According to Gichangi (2012) regional bodies such as EAC, 

IGAD, COMESA and AU play a pivotal role in advancing Kenya’s foreign policy towards 

its neighbors. 

Gichangi (2012) asserts that the treaty signed by Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda Tanzania and 

Burundi in an effort to revive the EAC in 1999 facilitated trade and interaction among the 

member countries. According to Kabukuru (2015), Ethiopia supported Kenya’s Mau Mau 

liberation struggle against British colonial rule. On the other hand, Ethiopia battled the 

Italian occupation forces through Kenyan territory and secured medical support and 

military aid. Kabukuru (2015) further states that the principle of reciprocity between the 

two states has never wavered sixty years later. The problems between Kenya and Ethiopia 

mostly were resource- based conflicts between border communities such as the Daasanach 

(Merille) of Ethiopia, the Turkana of Kenya, the Nyangatom of South Sudan and Ethiopia, 

the Gabra and the Borana of both Kenya and Ethiopia, which begun in the 1990s and 

escalated in 2010 (OCHA, 2011).  

According to a biographer Jeremy Murray, Kenya’s former president Jomo Kenyatta was 

a close ally of Ethiopia’s Emperor Haile Selassie (Murray, 1982). As a result, Mzee Jomo 

Kenyatta went on to name one of the only three critical avenues in Nairobi after the 

Emperor in 1972- Haile Selassie Avenue (Gebremedhin, 2015). The same good friendship 

among Kenyan and Ethiopian leaders as constituted in the constitution of Kenya saw 

President Mwai Kibaki develop good relations with his counterpart the late Ethiopian 

Premier Meles Zenawi (1955-2012).  Economic diplomacy has continued to dominate 
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Kenya’s relations towards Ethiopia (Makinda, 1987). Despite the transformation of 

governance in Kenya and Ethiopia and the point that the two states had diverse colonial 

experiences, economic prowess continued to characterize their co-operation and foreign 

relations (Onyango, 1995).  

Little research has been done on Kenya-Ethiopia relations. Therefore, in order to 

understand Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia, it is essential to establish the factors 

behind Kenya and Ethiopia diplomatic relations exploring the nature of Kenya and Ethiopia 

diplomatic relations. This study analyzed the challenge faced by Kenya in the 

implementation of its foreign policy towards Ethiopia. It explored explicitly the nature of 

diplomatic relations as well as factors that determine the relations between Kenya and 

Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020. This study also sought to analyze the extent to which fair and 

equitable bilateral trade relations between Kenya and Ethiopia have been promoted from 

1963 to 2020.  

1.2. Statement of the Problem 

Since Kenya’s independence in 1963 and despite having had four different presidents with 

different economic preferences -Jomo Kenyatta (1963 to 1978); Daniel Arap Moi (1978 to 

2002); Mwai Kibaki (2002 to 2013) and Uhuru Kenyatta (2013 to 2020), the sound 

relations between Kenya and Ethiopia have been seeded and added value to both Kenya 

and Ethiopia in numerous ways that generated enhanced relations, connections, and 

collaboration between them. Nonetheless, given that both Kenya and Ethiopia are 

confronted by similar security related challenges stemming from cross-border conflict, lack 

of security, terrorism, and volatility makes an investigation of their foreign policy an 

essential topic to examine (Blanchard, 2013).  
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For instance, in 1964, both Kenya and Ethiopia found themselves having a common enemy 

in Somalia.  At Africa’s independence, the then OAU called its members to respect the 

colonial boundaries under Uti possidetis the principle of International Law (OAU, 1987). 

Kenya and Ethiopia signed a Defense Pact after being faced by a familiar foe, Somalia. 

This pact has since remained intact to this day (Maina, 2005). Although some scholars 

opine that this was proof of dependency, where Kenya through its heads of state can depend 

on other states when in need and as well offer support to her neighbors, it reveals a very 

realistic scenario that the two states have co-existed well (Onyango, 1995).  

As Abebe (2010) notes, after 1991 Kenya’s relations with Ethiopia experienced some 

problems due to cross-boundary conflicts between the border communities forcing the 

Kenyan government to enter into a Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation. In 1997 Kenya 

pushed for the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) which identified 18 

fields of cooperation on different spheres; border security, immigration, refugee matters, 

legal matters, information and broadcasting rights, among others. At the same time, the 

relations of these two states have been tested by the movement of the Ethiopian opposition 

group, the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF). The involvement of these groups did not have 

an impact on the relations of the two states. This has made local officials from the two 

states along with local communities living along the border to organize consultative 

meetings on the growth, strength, and threat level of the armed opposition group.  

Although Kenya was a colony of the British and Ethiopia resisted colonialism, Kenya’s 

relations with Ethiopia seem to be instituted on comparable socio-political and economic 

prospects existing in both of them. The states experience similar national security 

challenges posed by neighboring states. Conflicts in Somalia as well as South Sudan   posed 
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unique challenges to Kenya and Ethiopia stemming from refugees, illegal immigrants, 

importation of firearms, to extremism together with other security threats. Occasions have 

existed for both Kenya and Ethiopia to grow their relations, particularly on economic 

growth, power supply, and accessibility to broader markets. Despite the foregoing, little 

research has been done to examine the two countries' general diplomatic ties and how much 

they've responded to sub-regional events such as economic competition. This study 

analyzed the challenge faced by Kenya in the implementation of its foreign policy towards 

Ethiopia. It explored explicitly the nature of diplomatic relations as well as factors that 

determine the relations between Kenya and Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020.  

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

The general objective was to: 

Analyze Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020. 

Specific Objectives 

i. To explore the nature of diplomatic relations between Kenya and Ethiopia from 

1963 to 2020. 

ii. To examine factors behind Kenya and Ethiopia diplomatic relations from 1963 to 

2020.  

iii. To analyze the extent to which fair and equitable bilateral trade relations between 

Kenya and Ethiopia have been promoted from 1963 to 2020.  
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1.4 Assumptions 

i. Diplomatic relations between Kenya and Ethiopia have been cordial from 1963 to 

2020. 

ii. Security and economic development are the main factors behind Kenya and 

Ethiopia diplomatic relations from 1963 to 2020. 

iii. Bilateral trade relations between Kenya and Ethiopia have been fair and equitable 

from 1963 to 2020. 

1.5 Justification of the Study 

The study on Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia has both political and academic 

justifications. Foreign policy refers to a government's tactic in relating to other states. This 

shows that the instruments and approach used by a state in its foreign policy are the 

determinants of how a state can foster good relations with other states. Kenya is bordered 

by five states, Somalia, Ethiopia, Uganda, Tanzania and South Sudan, all of which were 

colonized except Ethiopia.  

On the other hand, Kenya has received threats from some of these states at different levels 

since its independence. For instance, Somalia claimed the North Eastern District of Kenya. 

Uganda, on the other hand, claimed the western district while Sudan (South Sudan) claimed 

Lake Turkana (Waithaka, 2016).  As these cross-border tensions continue, Kenya has had 

border conflicts with its Ethiopian counterpart, which begun in the 1990s and escalated in 

the year 2010, but the relations between the two states continue to be strong. There are 

substantial research materials written on Kenya – Ethiopia relations, but very little 

literature can be found on Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020. 

From 1963 through 2020, this study looked into the nature of Kenyan-Ethiopian foreign 
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ties. It focused at the elements that influenced Kenya-Ethiopia diplomatic ties from 1963 

until 2020. This study also analyzed the extent to which fair and equitable bilateral trade 

relations between Kenya and Ethiopia have been promoted from 1963 to 2020. 

The study generated evidence that could be considered useful by policy makers to add to 

the growth of Kenya’s foreign policy towards other states and also established whether the 

nature of Kenya-Ethiopia diplomatic relations would help researchers to understand the 

Realism Theory and the Allison’s Theory of Decision-making in international relations. 

1.6 Scope and Limitations of the Study 

This study takes into account primarily the nature of diplomatic relations between Kenya 

and Ethiopia and attempts to examine the critical determinants behind Kenya-Ethiopia 

diplomatic relations as well as the order in which they shaped Kenya’s foreign policy 

towards Ethiopia since independence (1963) up to 2020. The study aimed at examining 

Kenya’s conduct towards Ethiopia through the lens of four different regimes thus, the 

period 1963 to 2020 was selected because it provides a comprehensive evaluation of the 

diplomatic relations between the two states from independence under four different leaders. 

1963 was particularly chosen because both Kenya and Ethiopia had different ideology 

inclinations at the time with Kenya being pro-West and Ethiopia being pro-East whereas 

2020 was chosen because it is the period when Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed of Ethiopia 

was pushing for a foreign policy that would lead to liberalization of the Ethiopian market, 

a move that is crucial to Kenya’s economic development. Considering that both Kenya and 

Ethiopia face common threats emanating from clashes, lack of security and volatility makes 

their foreign policy a vital subject to research on. Kenya’s foreign policy is of significant 

interest in this study since it dictates the actions that Kenya takes about other nations as 
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well as actors in the global arena. The factors to be investigated include; economic, 

security, and geopolitical factors.  

Suitable informants such as diplomats and Foreign Service officials to be interviewed were 

a challenge to the study; since the study focused on people with expert knowledge and 

experience on Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia. These individuals were not readily 

available and most of those that were interviewed were too busy to fill questionnaires 

thereby forcing the researcher to resort to both face to face interviews and telephone 

interviews.  The focus of the study was also sensitive, especially with the view of security 

matters related to the two states thus making it difficult to get detailed information 

especially from the Ethiopian Embassy and the security personnel.  

Restricting the informants to the timeframe of 1963 to 2020 was yet another challenge to 

the study since most of the Ethiopian informants had little or no knowledge about Kenya –

Ethiopia relations in the 60s, 70s and 80s. On the other hand, they had substantial 

information on Kenya-Ethiopia relations during President Uhuru Kenyatta’s regime since 

that is the period when the two states made major milestones in terms of security and 

economic development. Therefore, in the study, the LAPPSET Project and the Al’Shabaab 

threats to both Kenya and Ethiopia came out. However, due to the restricted availability of 

data, the analysis had little impact on the endeavor to achieve the study's overall objectives.  

To overcome the limitations, the study focused on the use of diplomats and Foreign Service 

officers that were available and willing to take part in the study. Secondly, sensitive topics 

of concern, which were security related, were also avoided and anonymity of the 

respondents preserved to improve their ability to provide the required information. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

This chapter analyses the broad literature on Kenya’s foreign policy towards a number of 

countries. It discusses the nature of diplomatic relations that Kenya has been having with 

other states such as China, Russia, United States of America, United Kingdoms, France, 

South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda and Ethiopia. The nature of Kenya’s diplomatic relations 

is clearly discussed in the light of the different presidents that were holding office at the 

specified time i.e. President Jomo Kenyatta (1964 to 1978), President Daniel Arap Moi 

(1978 to 2002), President Emilio Mwai Kibaki (2002 to 2013) and President Uhuru 

Kenyatta (2013 to 2020). In this chapter, the factors that determine Kenya’s foreign policy 

with the mentioned states are also discussed explicitly. 

2.1 The Nature of Diplomatic Relations between Kenya and Ethiopia from 1963 to 

2020 

A number of foreign countries view Kenya as a strategically placed country that facilitates 

their penetration into the African market. Kenya has been having diplomatic relations with 

a number of countries globally some of them include: China, Russia, Britain, United States 

of America, France, Nigeria, South Africa, Egypt, Tanzania, Uganda and Ethiopia among 

others. The relations have been of both cooperation and conflicts depending on the 

prevailing circumstances.  

The diplomatic relations between Kenya and China date back to December 14th 1963 when 

China opened its Embassy in Nairobi and appointed Wang Yutien as its first ambassador. 

China was one of the first countries to acknowledge Kenya's independence, and its embassy 
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in Nairobi is Africa's largest, as well as being located in a relatively secure neighborhood 

near Kenya's army headquarters. According to Chege (2008), in May 1964, Jaramogi 

Oginga Odinga who was the Minister for Home Affairs then led a team to China and in 

July 1964, China’s ambassador paid a visit to the Minister of Finance, James Gichuru. This 

resulted into a dispatch of 15 Chinese experts to Kenya with a view of cementing their 

negotiations on technical and economic cooperation. However, the China-Kenya relations 

begun turning sour when the pro-Western President Jomo Kenyatta who stuck by the 

principle of “Non-Interference” begun viewing Oginga Odinga as a threat that needed to 

be neutralized for fear that he might make Kenya a socialist-friendly country (Morton, 

1999). This led to an expulsion of the Third Secretary in the Chinese Embassy in 1966 and 

a protest by the Chinese outside the Kenyan embassy in Beijing and thus an 11 years 

diplomatic break in 1967 (Chege, 2008).  

When President Moi came to power in 1978, he followed in the footsteps of his 

predecessor, Jomo Kenyatta, in terms of foreign policy (Mwega, 2009). As at 1983, Kenya 

was a great ally of the Western Bloc. However, President Moi who had just amended the 

constitution to support one party rule was forced to start warming up towards the Eastern 

Bloc when the West started pushing for democracy and multi-partyism (Barkan, 1994). 

This brought the 11 years diplomatic break between Kenya and China to an end as 

agreements on economic and technological cooperation were signed (Alden & Oiveira, 

2008). During President Kibaki’s regime, there was an exchange between Former British 

Ambassador to Kenya, Mr. Edward Clay and Cabinet Ministers in Kenya over allegations 

of graft thereby leading to a diplomatic row between Kenya and her allies from the West 

(Britain and US) (Oluoch, 2006).  
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According to Kiberenge (2012), the exchange was not accidental since at the time, the 

bilateral relations between Kenya and China were flourishing. Since President Kibaki’s 

motive was to revive the economy, he paid state visits to Beijing, New Delhi and Tokyo 

then paid similar visits to Washington and London and this led to an outcry from western 

diplomats, investors and financiers, but the President Kibaki government seemed unshaken 

(New York Times, 24th January, 2008). President Kibaki’s state visit to China gave birth 

to a series of agreements aimed at developmental assistance (Gadzala, 2009). A travel ban 

to US and UK was then issued to Dr. Chris Murungaru who was the Transport Minister 

then over allegations of corruption and the move was interpreted as a way of hitting back 

at President Kibaki since the western allies were not amused by the government’s decision 

to allow competition from the East that made them lose lucrative contracts (The Guardian 

Newspaper, February 19th, 2008). 

Kenya-Britain diplomatic relations date back to the 19th century before Kenya attained its 

independence. When Kenya attained independence and President Jomo Kenyatta took over 

leadership, Britain still endeavored to continue relating with its colonies. President Jomo 

Kenyatta being a conservative leader, upheld ideologies that were in tandem with Britain’s 

quest such that four years into independence over 1,700 Britons were still holding 

government positions inclusive of senior strategic and military positions (Ogot, 1995). 

When President Moi took over power from 1978 to 2002, the Kenya- Britain relations 

continued being warmer since he adopted the ‘Nyayo’ motto that evidently declared that 

he would continue fostering policies laid down by his predecessor. President Moi continued 

using foreign policy as a technique to attract vital resources for economic development just 

like President Jomo Kenyatta.  However, the relations started being strained when the West 
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begun advocating for democracy and multi-partyism. During President Kibaki’s regime the 

Kenya-Britain diplomatic relations were further strained due to the ‘look-east’ policy 

which resulted from allegations of massive graft by senior officials in the Kenyan 

government. This made Kenya to start engaging alternative non-traditional partners as 

allies in infrastructural development, affordable technology trade and manufacturing with 

a view of increasing Foreign Domestic Investments and flows. In spite of the little 

misunderstandings that were popping up between Kenya and Britain and Kenya and US, 

their diplomatic relations still continued to grow since the relations are mutually beneficial 

with Kenya enjoying military support, trade, investment, employment opportunities and 

foreign aid whereas the US and Britain benefit from trade and highly profitable foreign 

direct investment opportunities.  

France has consistently enjoyed cordial bilateral relations with Kenya thanks to the 

cooperation in education, peace promotion and development (La France au Kenya, 2019). 

Kenya provides the largest market in East Africa for French investors. The French firms 

include: Total, BIC through HACO, KLM-Air France, Afribon, Bayer East Africa and 

Decathlon among others (French Chamber of Commerce Kenya, 2019).  Russia on the 

other hand has had cordial relations with Kenya since 1963 but the economic activity 

between Kenya and Russia has been limited (RWR Advisory Group, 2016).  However, 

Russia expressed interest in strengthening the economic ties thereby resulting into 

formation of the Russian-African Forum in 2015 with an aim of enhancing trade relations 

between Kenya and Russia (RWR Advisory Group, 2016). According to Citizen News 

(2015), Valentina Matviyenko, Russia’s Senate Speaker said that Russia saw Kenya as a 
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strategic partner in Africa and was determined to foster trade relations between the two 

states.  

Mabuda (2014) opines that during the apartheid era Kenya seemed to disguise its relations 

with South Africa. However, when President Moi took over leadership, in the 1990s, FW 

de Klerk who was South Africa’s president then paid Kenya a visit and President Moi also 

paid South Africa a visit, a move that was interpreted as a failure by Kenya to support the 

Pan-African movement in its war against the apartheid state. Trade relations between 

Kenya and South Africa have not been very good due to mistrust between Kenyan and 

South African Companies in the 1990s and 2000s (Mbogo, 2014). Mbogo (2014) further 

explains that the establishment of common forums with a view of improving trade relations 

has often hit a dead end since Kenyan policy makers often seem uncomfortable with the 

volume of trade imbalance in favor of South Africa.   

Obala (2013) contends that President Uhuru’s foreign policy is not a departure from the 

old since it laid emphasis on presenting Kenya as a regional leader while asserting 

sovereignty and alienating the Western powers. He further states that ironically, regardless 

of the rhetoric against the Western powers, the Jubilee Coalition manifesto still endeavored 

to engage the traditional economic partners such as the US and UK among other European 

countries while upholding relations with the Eastern countries in pursuit for economic 

development. President Uhuru’s regime has played a major role in pushing towards the 

stability of Somalia and South Sudan as well as Congo. In a digital article written by Abdur 

Rahman in 2019, leaders of both Kenya and Ethiopia met in Addis Ababa with a view of 

discussing on how to enhance relations between the two countries. Rahman states that the 

Kenyan delegation comprised of a team of investors who wanted to explore investment 
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opportunities and that during the forum, Prime Minister Abiy emphasized on opening up 

the Ethiopian market and the economic reforms that will take Ethio-Kenya relations to 

greater heights. 

According to Gichangi (2012), regional bodies such as EAC, IGAD, COMESA and AU 

play a pivotal role in advancing Kenya’s foreign policy towards its neighbors. Gichangi 

(2012) asserts that the treaty signed by Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda Tanzania and Burundi in 

an effort to revive the EAC in 1999 facilitated trade and interaction among the member 

countries. The member countries have benefitted from common custom procedures, 

common external tariffs and duty-free trade across borders but on the other hand, Tanzania 

and Uganda had fears that Kenya is likely to be the greatest beneficiary in the region (World 

Bank, 2012). Kenya has witnessed a number of cross-border disputes with her neighbors 

in the EAC, a fact that has often interfered with trade (Sunday, 2019). Examples are cases 

where trucks from Kenya were held in Uganda for a number of weeks and the scramble for 

Migingo Island. Kenya’s economic dominance led Tanzania to close its borders for Kenya 

in 1977. The same suspicions made Uganda to reroute a pipeline that was meant to transport 

oil through Kenya such that it passed through Tanzania instead thus sparking a diplomatic 

row between Kenya and Uganda. Ironically, trade relations had to be revived between 

Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania and the signing of a tripartite agreement increased the trade 

volumes significantly. 

The implementation of Kenya’s foreign policy is informed by various sources which entail 

official documents and declarations such as bills (Ahmed, 2016). The parliament also plays 

an important role in foreign policy formulation. Oloo (1995) opines that during President 

Jomo Kenyatta’s regime, 22 parliamentary motions relating to foreign affairs were brought 
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before the National Assembly and 14 were approved while eight were rejected. During 

President Moi’s tenure, that is 1978 to 1993, only two motions relating to Foreign Affairs 

were debated in parliament, and both were approved. During President Moi’s regime, most 

issues relating to foreign affairs were handled by bureaucrats under the direction of the 

president (Oloo, 1995). Both Kenya and Ethiopia have had different presidents but still 

maintained cordial diplomatic relations unlike other nations that have seen a break in these 

relations with new leadership in place. Hughes (2012) asserts that Kenya’s foreign policy 

is clearly seen under various leaders since independence in 1963, i.e. President Jomo 

Kenyatta’s era, President Moi’s era, and President Kibaki’s era. 

2.1.1 Kenya’s Foreign Policy under President Jomo Kenyatta (1964-1978) 

Kenya embraced the principles of capitalism for her economic goals, and her quest for 

opportunities led her to neighboring nations such as Uganda, Rwanda, Ethiopia, Sudan, 

and Tanzania, among others. On November 30, 1999, the East African Community was 

formed as a result of this. Kenya was invaluable in helping the EAC's expansion. The 

political foundations that affected geopolitics and capitalist-communism warring 

throughout the Cold War were the dilemma with this unification. The economic disparity 

between the three member states, i.e. Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania as well as Idi Amin’s 

erratic policies caused havoc in the East African Cooperation, thus contributing to its 

collapse. This forced Kenya to close its borders in 1977. Other causes for the collapse of 

EAC as mentioned by other scholars include: the perception of unequal gains, the rise of 

fiscal autonomy as well as the effect of external power (Ojo, 1985).   
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According to Merhatsidk (2011), Ethio-Kenya diplomatic relations begun way back when 

Ethiopia opened a consulate office in Kenya. He further opines that although Ethiopia had 

smooth relations with the British colonial administration, it gave massive support to 

Kenya’s Mau Mau movement that fought the British colonial rule. As soon as Kenya 

attained independence, the relations intensified as marked by Kenya opening its consulate 

in Addis Ababa and Emperor Haile Selassie paying a state visit to Kenya. Merhatsidk 

(2011) further lists the useful milestones made by Kenya and Ethiopia in their relations at 

the time as: getting rid of the visa system, demarcation of their shared boundary as well as 

signing of a military pact in 1964. Kenya and Ethiopia also established a trans boundary 

committee and had a number of meetings which made them arrive at a middle ground on 

how to utilize the shared resources. It is at this juncture that Kenya was allowed to use Omo 

River by Ethiopia.  

Belete (2005) contends that bilateral relations between Kenya and Ethiopia during the 

Haile Selassie era were based on cooperation. According to Whittaker (2008), the 

aspiration of the Kenya-Somalis to embrace the Somalia state was the most significant 

factor influencing Kenya's foreign politics prior to 1963. If Kenya did not defend its 

territorial integrity, different ethnic groups in the country would also strive to secede. This 

would have impacted not only Kenya but also Ethiopia and French Djibouti, as the Somalia 

government had ambitions of combining her lost territories into one Greater Somaliah, 

(Kabukuru, 2015).  As such, Kenya and Ethiopia signed a Defense Pact in 1964 due to 

former's assertiveness in agreeing to the Organization of African Union (OAU) on 

territorial integrity. The former Ghanian President Kwame Nkrumah (1960-66) third 

Chairman of the OAU, once said: 
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“This fatal relic of colonialism [boundaries] will drive us to war against one 

another. Unless we proceed in arresting the danger through mutual understanding 

on fundamental issues and through African Unity, which will render existing 

boundaries obsolete and superfluous, we shall have fought for independence in 

vain. Only African Unity can heal this sort of boundary disputes between our 

various states”. (Nkrumah, 1997).  

It is upon this basis that the OAU Charter was formed based on the following principles: 

Sovereign equality of member states, non-interference in internal affairs of states and 

respect of borders inherited from colonialism. The Defense Pact enabled Kenya’s 

government to utilize the Ethiopia’s military to contain Somalia’s territorial ambitions and 

prevent secession of the Northern Kenya. The significant reliance on Ethiopia's military 

force was however, Kenya's principal concern, as the former would exert control over the 

latter's foreign policy, and interferences in her domestic politics.   

In 1974, Ethiopia’s leadership was taken over by a military junta known as Derg who had 

close relations with the Eastern socialist bloc. This seemed to threaten Ethio-Kenya 

relations since Kenya was pro-West. However, the Derg proceeded with the amicable 

relations such that Ethiopia enjoyed much support from Kenya during the Somali invasion 

in 1977/78 (Nigussay, 1977). The visit of Colonnel Mengistu the Derg leader to Kenya 

before he fled to Zimbabwe is an important indicator of the nature of relations between the 

two states especially during tough moments (Okumu, 1977).  

2.1.2 Kenya’s Foreign Policy under President Daniel Toroitich Arap Moi (1978 to 

2002) 

During President Moi’s reign (1978-2002), the main factors that influenced Kenya’s 

foreign policy were the downfall of the Somalia administration under the leadership of Siad 

Barre in 1991, multi-party-political system, and the bombing of the United States embassy 
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in 1998. Several African countries had totalitarian regimes supported by Western 

superpowers before to 1990. The regimes were unconcerned about full democracy and civil 

liberties. The two main hegemonies, the United States and the Soviet Union (USSR), did 

not consider the political systems of their allies as a valuable component in conducting 

diplomatic cooperation. The number of governments that supported their geopolitical 

philosophies was their top priority. Many western countries, however, began to campaign 

for democracy after the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. This was seen as a step in the 

direction of economic liberalization.  

Kenya, just like other African nations at that time, was a single-party state, the Kenya 

African National Union (KANU) serving as the only political vehicle. However, diplomatic 

pressure from western governments compelled the regime to embrace multi-party system. 

This led to the removal of Section 2A of the Constitution, ending the one-party political 

structure. Kenya made this decision because it did not want to compromise its 

diplomatic ties with the western countries, which were the main donors. As a result, 

it became a role model for East African governments, in terms of democratic rule of 

governance. At the time when Kenya was accepting democracy, other neighboring states 

like Somalia were being affected by the collapse of governance. For instance, the downfall 

of the Siad Barre government in 1991, which made the state ungovernable (Gumbi, 2015). 

The influx of Somali refugees in Kenya from the time when Mohammed Siad Barre was 

dethroned in 1991 made democracy to be a relevant system of governance to the Kenyan 

Foreign policy. Kenya became a signatory of the OAU and Geneva Conventions on 

Refugees and as such, established a refugee camp in Dadaab as a kind gesture and in 

fulfillment of her international commitments. The nation opened her borders for refugees 
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of about 200000, who had left the volatile Somalia because of security concerns (IFRC, 

2006). Internally, the North Eastern province is generally marginalized and lacks sufficient 

social amenities to support decent livelihood standards, for both residents and 

refugees.   The governance void generated in Somalia promoted the establishment of 

terrorist factions such as Al-Ittihad and Al-Islam, something that became a security 

concerns for Kenya (Abasa, 2015).  

The new ideological battle post the Cold War was the terrorism issue, which resulted as a 

result of Kenya dealing with the refugee difficulties in Somalia. The Al Qaeda terrorist 

organization main goal of disrupting the US interests around the world, while also 

establishing an Islamic caliphate, caught up with Kenya, since it had cordial relations with 

the US. As such, the US embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, was bombed on August 7, 1998. 

Kenya was entangled in a war she was not a party to, and was forced to tackle terrorist 

groups by allying with the US and other Western powers. 

Terrorist attacks faced by both Kenya and Ethiopia also enhanced their cooperation. In an 

effort to mitigate terrorism, Kenya cushioned Ethiopia by closing its borders with Somalia 

so that the defeated Union of Islamic Courts (UIC) can lack a place to hide (Ploch, 2010). 

According to USIP Special Report (2014), Ethiopia has also experienced terrorist activities 

such as mines planted on roads, bombing of public buildings, kidnappings, plane hijackings 

and assassination attempts from groups such as Al Ittihad al Islamiya (AIAI), Oromo 

Liberation Front and the Islamic Front for the Liberation of Oromia. Somalia on the hand 

serves as a safe haven for the terrorist groups as occasioned by a number of factors such 

as: lawlessness that results from Somalia being a collapsed state, active existence of the 

largest Islamist radical group Al Ittihad al Islamiya (AIAI) as well as high levels of 
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insecurity that has minimized western presence in the region thus weakening the 

intelligence (USIP Special Report, 2014). Based on the USIP Special Report (2014), the 

terrorist groups from Somalia have always found Kenya to be a soft target due to corruption 

in the immigration system that led to foreigners acquiring citizenship and going as far as 

setting up businesses as well as NGOs thereby forcing Ethiopia as a close ally to Kenya to 

support the fight against terrorism with the help of the United States of America. Annual 

border commission meetings comprising of officials from the Kenya and Ethiopia, local 

community leaders and IGAD officials are held with a view of highlighting common 

challenges and how they can be mitigated (IGAD, 2009). When the EPRDF government 

took over power in 1991, it also opened a window for cooperation with neighboring 

countries. In 1991 a Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation that identified 18 areas of 

cooperation was signed between Kenya and Ethiopia (Abebe, 2010).   

2.1.3 Kenya’s Foreign Policy under President Emilio Mwai Kibaki (2002 to 2013) 

The desire to resuscitate the economy based on underperformance in the previous Moi 

regime can describe Kibaki's reign (2002 to 2013). Kenya's inflation rate was high, thus 

the government had to reform her foreign relations and establish relationships with other 

development partners in order achieve her economic goals. During President Kibaki’s 

tenure, Kenya was not only hit by the commodity price hike and the financial crisis, but 

also post-election violence in 2008. As a result, the GDP growth dropped from 7% in 2007 

to below 1.5%, while inflation increased to over 30% (World Bank, 2012). The 'look east' 

policy, which allowed Kenya to develop close ties with China on development issues, was 

one of the most powerful factors that influenced the country's economic and diplomatic 

initiatives. This move deviated from the traditional norm, given that the west had remained 
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the country's major development and donor power. Kenya needed to increase its market 

and commercial prospects in order to thrive economically. 

As Kenya moved East, its international strategy focused on establishing a better market in 

the region, which was most likely among the six member states of the East African 

Community (EAC): Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Tanzania and South Sudan. Kenya had 

also the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) made of seven member 

states in the Horn of Africa namely: Djibouti, Kenya, Somalia, Eritrea, Sudan, Uganda and 

Ethiopia. Increased intraregional trade gains from expanding enterprises was one of 

Kenya's most notable EAC achievements. Kenya needed to grow economically 

and become one of the most developed countries in Eastern Africa and play key roles in 

the regional economic issues. The discovery of oil in the northern region allowed her to 

utilize economic diplomacy to persuade Ethiopia and South Sudan of her importance, 

particularly the Mombasa port for oil exports. This was significant because they could use 

liberal philosophy to ensure that countries worked together to thrive economically.  

Kenya also featured prominently in guaranteeing that President Omar al-Bashir's Sudanese 

government and the Sudan People's Liberation Movement (SPLM) reached a political 

settlement under the Kibaki administration (Oloo, 2006). After the Comprehensive Peace 

Agreement (CPA), the Southern Sudanese would vote on whether to stay in Sudan or 

become a sovereign country in a referendum. Kenya needed this since Kakuma and Dadaab 

were home to 269,000 refugees. As a result, maintaining peace in South Sudan was critical 

to limiting the number of refugees entering the country.  
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According to Rice (2011), the Al Shabab attack on Lamu in 2011 was by far the most 

pivotal event of Kibaki's presidency, and hence Kenya's participation in Somalia was 

driven by self-defense and the necessity to safeguard Kenya's sovereignty. As ships were 

hijacked, Al Shabab and the piracy threat off the coast of Somalia were impacting Kenya's 

economic interest zones. As Al-Shabab launched terrorist assaults in Kenya, the number of 

visitors visiting the nation decreased. Kenya's participation in Somalia as part of the 

African Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) gave Kenya a voice in Somalia. According to 

Maclean (2013), the Kenyan government chastised Eritrea for helping Al Shabab. Kenya 

was exerting its role as a peacemaker by making this declaration.  

An indication of the exit from its old foreign policy stand, KDF attacked Somalia in 

October 2011, while hunting Al Shabab, after citing Article 51 of the United Nation’s 

Agreement on the right to Self-protection (Africa Report, 2012). Regardless of the fact that 

Kenya’s act seems to have the implicit backing of the Transitional Federal Government 

(TFG), the armed incursion of Somalia by KDF and the zealous diplomatic undertakings 

to earn domestic and global backing for her behavior point to a noteworthy progress in the 

foreign policy of Kenya. Ethiopia sent its troops across the Somali border end of 2006 to 

help the weak Transitional government rout out the Islamic Courts Union who had 

controlled the capital, Mogadishu for six months. Ever since, Ethiopian troops have been 

either an independent force or as part of AMISOM peacekeeping force. According to 

Abdirashid Ahmed, a Somali Political Analyst Ethiopia’s boots on the ground are at least 

10,000, and only 2000 serve under AMISOM’s Green Beret as of 2010. 
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According to Merhatsikdk (2011), Ethio-Kenya diplomatic relations were amicable since 

Ethiopia gave massive support to Kenya’s Mau Mau movement that fought the British 

colonial rule. Belete (2011) opines that bilateral relations between Kenya and Ethiopia 

during the Haile Selassie era were based on cooperation, an indicator that they were cordial 

relations. Okumu (1977) contends that the visit of Colonnel Mengistu the Derg leader to 

Kenya before he fled to Zimbabwe is an important indicator of the friendly nature of 

relations between the two states especially during tough moments. Onyango (1995) opines 

that trade played a pivotal role in enhancing cordial diplomatic relations between Kenya 

and Ethiopia.  The literature reviewed so far indicates that the diplomatic relations between 

Kenya and Ethiopia are cordial.  However, there is no much literature indicating the frosty 

nature of the relations between Kenya and Ethiopia thus necessitating the need to 

investigate the silent diplomatic tag of war between Kenya and Ethiopia. 

2.1.4 Kenya’s Foreign Policy under President Uhuru Muigai Kenyatta (2013 to 2020) 

Obala (2013) opines that Uhuru Kenyatta took over the leadership of Kenya in 2013 under 

the flag of Jubilee Coalition and he was not expected to make major foreign policy changes 

given that he had to follow the footsteps of his predecessors. Both the head of state and his 

deputy Dr. William Samoei Ruto took over power at a time when they were facing trials at 

ICC on crimes against humanity and that impacted on their foreign policy towards other 

states. Obala (2013) further states that President Uhuru and his deputy made a point of 

visiting a number of countries in East Africa before being elected with an intention of 

changing the negative narrative about them and the move eventually yielded fruits as 

demonstrated by them getting into power. The appointment of Amina Mohammed who had 

served at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for nearly 2 decades as a Cabinet Secretary at the 
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same ministry is a pure indication of President Uhuru’s desire of not wanting to alter the 

foreign policy pursued by President Kibaki and President Moi. In the same vein, President 

Uhuru’s regime was expected to use the umbrella of regional bodies such as IGAD, AU 

and EAC to check the behavior of the West especially on the ICC issue just like the 

previous leaderships did. 

According to Obala (2013), President Uhuru’s foreign policy is founded on sub-regionalim 

and Pan-Africanism as informed by the following pillars which were also captured in the 

Jubilee manifesto: regional security, free movement of goods and people, strengthening of 

regional bodies and the equality of nations. Obala (2013) contends that President Uhuru’s 

foreign policy is not a departure from the old since it laid emphasis on presenting Kenya 

as a regional leader while asserting sovereignty and alienating the Western powers. He 

further states that ironically, regardless of the rhetoric against the Western powers, the 

Jubilee Coalition manifesto still endeavored to engage the traditional economic partners 

such as the US and UK among other European countries. 

In a different digital article which was a presentation by Ambassador Monica Juma to 

diplomats on 26th February 2018, President Uhuru is quoted to have often reiterated the 

centrality of Africa in Kenya’s foreign policy in Ambassador Juma’s effort to reaffirm 

Kenya’s Afro-centric foreign policy. On regional peace and Security, Ambassador Juma 

mentioned that Kenya was the Chair of the AU Peace and Security Council and as such 

was committed to supporting the Somali, South Sudan and Democratic Republic of Congo 

governments to ensure their political stability and socio-economic development. On 

regional integration Ambassador Juma stated that in President Uhuru’s second inaugural 

speech he declared that citizens from EAC member states who have national identity cards 
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are at liberty to transact business in Kenya or even invest in Kenya. On matters of peace 

building Ambassador Juma opines that President Uhuru has been playing a key role in 

South Sudan’s peace process and that he pushed for the return of 5 detainees to South 

Sudan so that they can talk to President Salva Kiir, a move that was taken as a major 

milestone. 

Mosley (2020) in his article entitled Ethiopia’s Transition: Implications for the Horn of 

Africa and Red Sea Region contends that President Uhuru’s Ethiopian counterpart that is 

Prime Minister Abiy intends to reduce on investment restrictions in major sectors such as 

banking and telecommunications although he is faced with resistance to full-scale 

liberalization as well as lacking the development of full details of the new policies. Kenya’s 

private sector seems to be looking forward to Ethiopia’s market liberalization since it 

presents opportunities especially in telecommunications where Safaricom Kenya can 

compete, banking with KCB group hoping to enter the Ethiopian market since it has 

branches in other EAC countries already and Brookside Dairy for supply of milk products.  

The move is bound to reaffirm Kenya’s administration of its solid relations with Ethiopia. 

According to Mosley (2020), Ethiopia’s infrastructural development such as its road and 

rail network program seems to be dovetailing with Kenya’s LAPSSET Project and both 

are aimed at facilitating trade between the two countries. 

2.2 Factors behind Kenya and Ethiopia Diplomatic Relations from 1963 to 2020  

There exists a detailed body of literature on foreign policy formulation in general. Modelski 

(1962) defines foreign policy as “The structure of communal undertakings developed with 

a view of transforming the behavior of other nations and for regulating their actions in the 

global arena.” Modelski accentuated mainly the features of policy which purpose to alter 
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the present behavior of states as the principle goal of foreign policy. Foreign policy entails 

change in the present behavior and furtherance of the behavior at diverse periods. It entails 

both transformation and the current situation as long as they work for the domestic welfare. 

In exploring the relevance foreign policy in international relations, studies have found that 

it is influenced by two main determinants. These include international or external and 

domestic or internal. These are perceived as factors that help in shaping and molding 

foreign policy. However, the link between international and domestic determinants has 

long been debated in international relations and foreign policy. Whereas other people 

maintain that internal politics and foreign policy are autonomous issues, others perceive 

foreign policy and internal politics as symbiotic issues that could be intertwined. The level 

of influence of each of the factors tends to be different for each state. In some cases, 

international factors play a key role while in others; domestic determinants play a major 

role. The main external factors that determine the foreign policy of a state are but not 

limited to: the international system or power structure, international law, international 

organizations, alliances, and military strength or arms race. Rizwan (2009) opines that on 

the other hand, the domestic determinants of foreign policy include culture and history, 

geography, size and population, economic development and natural resources, military 

capabilities, political system, leadership, political parties and the press and public opinion.  

According to Muller (1997), the aim of a state in its interactions with other states depends 

on its inner social structure and the formation of political authority within it. Precisely, the 

class that exerts state control outlines foreign policy by its interests although this may be 

interpreted as the interests of the whole nation. Rana (2010) notes that in the modern era 

of increased struggle by superpower countries to be more influential, even matters that 
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would be confined to a specific region usually take on an international outlook thanks to 

the involvement of superpower countries. This has altered the topography of power across 

Africa and thus the contexts in which foreign policy decisions are formed. In most research, 

the state of the economy of African states, internal political pressures, colonial heritage, 

external environment, geographical location, the existence of colonialism and white 

supremacist regimes, and the cold war environment, are identified as the key determinants 

that affect the trends adopted in the formulation of foreign policy. The desire to promote a 

transparent financial policy, the need for foreign investment flows, political system 

(coalition government), national integrity and sovereignty and regional integration (EAC) 

have influenced Kenya’s approach to foreign policy (GoK, 2009).  

Ideally, and as Schraeder (1994) opines, foreign policy decisions ought to be guided by the 

interest of the nation and founded on intermediate as well as sustainable planned and 

essential domestic interests. Howell (1969) highlights sub-regional, regional, and national 

political interests, which are local interests but deeply influence how Kenya behaves 

globally. According to Omolo (2009), Kenya’s foreign policy is founded on respect for 

sovereignty and territorial integrity of other states and preservation of national security. He 

further states that the strategic physical location of Kenya and the security concerns of 

Kenya and other states provide a vast opportunity for trade, tourism and arbitration between 

states and global institutions.  

The goals of a nation in international relations are accomplished via diverse means such as 

cultural diplomacy, economic diplomacy, environmental diplomacy, diaspora diplomacy, 

and peace diplomacy (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2011).  Kenya is a state party to several 

multilateral treaties. These include International Convention on Maritime Search and 
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Rescue, 1979 (SAR), Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) among others. The most significant 

international affiliations are with the East African Community, the African Union, and the 

Commonwealth of Nations. Treaties facilitate the fundamental need of states to regulate 

by consent matters of mutual interest, thereby bringing forth stability into their mutual 

relations.  Treaties are one of the most important elements of international peace and 

security (Dorr & Schmalenbach, 2017). Despite these affiliations, Kenya's relations with 

her neighbors to the north i.e., Somalia and Sudan have been less harmonious for decades 

except for Ethiopia.  

Castagno (1964) contends that the North Eastern region of Kenya has often been a cradle 

of clashes, which stem mainly from the Somali’s self- determination. He further explains 

that the Somali people felt that they had a right to self-determination in order to join their 

kin in the Somali Republic because the British administration had at first stated that all 

regions where the Somali people had occupied should be united. The British colonial 

administration then later handed the North Eastern region to Kenyan nationalists regardless 

of the irresistible yearning by the Somali people in the region to be united with the Somali 

Republic (Castagno, 1964). However, the urge to form a greater Somalia has now given 

rise to a number of terrorist activities as an effort to fight historical injustices brought about 

by the British colonial administration. President Jomo Kenyatta on the other hand, as a 

Kenyan nationalist, consistently said, “Not an inch” when confronted with a question 

aimed at allowing the Northern Frontier District to be part of Somali Republic (Hansard, 

1965).  
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According to Maina (2014), Somalia has traditionally made claims over the North-Eastern 

territory with the large ethnic Somali population leading to instability in the region. 

Kenya’s foreign policy comprises interactions and actions that the government takes in 

order to promote, protect, and preserve its national interests as well as its image on the 

international arena. Keohane (2010) notes that state’s strategic tactic of wait and see has 

become obsolete thanks to external influences. For many years, Kenya has not been able 

to wait for its key competitors to grab its markets before reacting and thus it is forced to 

preserve the speed of asserting itself to expand its existence in foreign states. Kenya, thus, 

has to achieve this by enhancing and aligning its economic diplomacy structures. 

Ahmed (2016) opines that the guiding standards of Kenya’s foreign policy are: Peaceful 

relations with other states, solving of contentions peacefully, respect for territorial 

integrity, respect for international law, obedience to the regulation of non-alignment as 

well as fairness in the behavior of global relations. Kenya’s relations with the Western and 

Eastern countries were mainly hinged on economic development and enhancing national 

security. Since independence, Kenya has maintained amicable relations with the United 

Kingdom, which has remained its key trading partner, primary supplier of economic and 

military help, and major source of private investment (The Economist Intelligence Unit, 

1998). 

According to Mwega (2009), by 1983 Kenya was the major partner to the Western 

countries in East Africa as evidenced by the many security/military agreements and defense 

pacts signed with Britain, US and Israel. The French embassy on the other hand listed the 

areas of cooperation between Kenya and France which include: education, promotion of 

peace and development (La France au Kenya, 2019). Chege (2008) opines that diplomatic 
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visits made by senior government official from Kenya to China and from China to Kenya 

were meant to negotiate and seal economic and technical deals. Kenya’s foreign policy 

with its neighbors is built on the concept of good neighborliness which is a principle in 

international law that compels states to harmonize their interests with those of their 

neighbors. In particular, it has been found that Kenya has close relations with its many 

neighbors. This is influenced by the fact that a majority of the neighbors share close ties 

with the state in terms of culture, politics and trade. As a way of maintaining good 

neighborliness, Kenya has been part and parcel of supporting the war on terrorism in 

Somalia (Makinda, 2008). It has also been critical in supporting refugees in one of the 

largest refugee camps in the world (UNHCR, 2016).  

According to Mitei (2005), Kenya has also participated in solving political unrest in states 

such as Sudan among others (Jan, 2012). According to Blanchard (2013), the degree to 

which Kenya can attain its set foreign policy goals and influence the behavior of Ethiopia 

or any other international body largely relies on how active the state is in pursuing such 

policies. Domestic factors such as the physical position and size of the states, their 

resources (both mortal and material), their military, level of advancement in technology 

are all crucial to the type of foreign policy the state adopts. James and Zhang (2005) 

contend that policy makers often settle for strategies that are satisfactory to the masses 

regardless of whether they find the strategies to be less ideal. For a number of 

administrators, the capability to consistently earn support from the masses for their 

decisions is a crucial element that choices must comply with.  
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Breunning (2007) argues that a state’s citizenry is the principal determinant of its foreign 

policy. A state’s citizenry takes several diverse forms, though the key ones can be 

categorized into three groups which are interest groups, mass media, and views from the 

masses. The degree to which state citizenry influences foreign policy is measured by taking 

into account how policy makers are controlled by the pressure from the citizenry. Secondly 

it is also influenced by the strategies employed by policy makers in seeking to fix their 

plans and forming the opinion of the citizenry. James, Zhang, and Breuning (2007) in their 

work observe that domestic constituencies and leaders play a pivotal role in shaping foreign 

policy thus ignoring the fact that external pressure from neighboring states is bound to 

influence the foreign policy of a state.  

Howell (1968) asserts that globally, Kenya’s foreign policy is characterized by a strong 

sense of idealism, a philosophy that is fundamentally peace oriented and is shaped by 

values and beliefs of the nation. Almost every major Kenyan foreign policy pronouncement 

such as those on security and international relations points to the inequalities the present 

global order and the desire to attain a nonviolent and unbiased global community founded 

on rule-based inter-state relations. According to The Ministry of Foreign Affairs Strategic 

Plan 2013/14 – 2017/18, Kenya’s foreign policy is founded on principles such as a resilient 

activism for a global structure founded on rules, environmental sustainability and unbiased 

advancement as well as a safe world (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2011).  Regionally, the 

foreign policy of Kenya is directed by a more traditional philosophy, particularly where a 

drastic retreat from normalcy is not considered. Clearly where foreign policy matters 

directly affect essential interests of Kenya such as internal security and development, the 
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fanaticism of Kenya's extensive foreign strategy, mainly demonstrated in UN conferences, 

subjected to substantial control.  

According to Gebremariam (2004), from 1965 to 1967, Somalis prepared rebel groups 

which made distressing invasions into Kenya as well as Ethiopia, regardless of the efforts 

made by Sudanese President Ibrahim Aboud who had arbitrated at the start with a view of 

calming the aggressions. This impelled both countries to approve a preventive foreign 

policy by closing the boundaries as a way of hindering the Somali pastoralists from 

intruding their regions. The move enhanced closer collaboration between Kenya and 

Ethiopia on Somalia, particularly on matters of security.  

In another study by The Institute of Public Administration (1999), it emerges that the 

Somali issue seems like it is entirely restricted to the Somali people and their state. This is 

owing to the fact that it is a conflict that presents features of an in-house conflict with in-

house implications; nevertheless, upon close analysis, it turns out to be a regional issue that 

has become global since it spills over to neighboring countries. To confront the threat of 

Pan-Somalism which is the Somalis’ vision of unifying all areas populated by Somalis to 

form a Greater Somalia, the governments of both Ethiopia and Kenya opted to collaborate 

in case of any threats from Somalia under self-defense Article 51 of the UN charter – 

collective self-defense.  For a number of years, foreign policy decisions by Ethiopia as well 

as Kenya have demonstrated stability by collaborating in the event that the integrity of their 

territories is being compromised by Somalia. It is useful that both states ensure that that 

they have troops in Somalia to counter the challenge emanating from the Somali crisis, and 

especially the challenge posed by Al-Shabab. Additionally, as cooperation is required from 

the states it also helps them accomplish their individual interests.  
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According to Alemneh (2017), Ethiopia’s import from Kenya increased by 49% from 2004 

to 2013 with the highest trade volumes being recorded in 2006. The major imported 

commodities from Kenya were stationery, creams for footwear, household articles, and 

powdered milk. Ethiopia’s export to Kenya rose by 800% which was a dramatic change 

with the largest increase being marked in 2013 and the lowest revenue 2004. On the other 

hand, Alemneh (2017) argues that the government of Ethiopia has a lot of untapped 

potential in the private sector yet it has chosen not to open doors to Kenya and COMESA 

countries as it abides by the principle of economic nationalism as a way of protecting its 

local industries from competition. Therefore, economic development is among the key 

factors that are aimed at enhancing bilateral relations between Kenya and Ethiopia and 

there is proof that trade is going on between the two countries.  

Omolo (2009) opines that foreign policy starts where national policy stops, and both of 

them are aimed at maintaining national security, which is a valuable national concern. 

Citizens of a given state are at the heart of its interest, and their security is the nation’s core 

interest. Omolo (2009) argues that Kenya’s foreign policy is based on: respect for the 

integrity of other nations as well as maintaining of national security. The strategic location 

of Kenya and the relatively protected concerns of Kenya with other states provide a huge 

opportunity for business.  

According to the Kenyan Government Sessional Paper Number 10(1965), Kenya asserted 

that African Socialism in the state must not rest its success on a satellite relationship with 

any other state or group of states. Kenya therefore, made agreements with major world 

powers and received economic and military assistance from them. This is seen for instance 

in the military support that the state gets from developed nations such as the UK and US in 
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training its military. Since 1963 Kenya has been embracing capitalism while benefitting 

from the East for developmental projects in order to maintain the state’s political 

independence while gaining economic mileage. The literature available just gives a general 

outlook of the main factors that determine Kenya’s foreign policy with Ethiopia as security, 

economic development and geopolitics. However, there seems to be an imbalance in the 

trade policies of Kenya and Ethiopia which is an integral aspect of economic development; 

a fact that makes factors that determine Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia an 

interesting area that requires further exploration. 

2.3 Bilateral Trade Relations between Kenya and Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020 

According to The Kenya Association of Manufacturers Report (2021), Flora Mutahi, the 

Vice Chairperson of the Association opines that Ethiopia is known for its agro-based 

industries in leather, coffee, bamboo products, natural gum and flowers though it has a 

young manufacturing sector whereas Kenya has a more stable and wider manufacturing 

sector. According to Mutahi, Ethiopia has cheaper energy supply thereby making its 

manufacturers to pay 6 times less for electricity than their Kenyan counterparts. Mutahi 

goes ahead to state that Kenya and Ethiopia have had a number of exchange programs in 

technical expertise and that Ethiopia imports livestock from Kenya with a view of getting 

raw materials for manufacturing leather products. However, Ethiopia often has a shortage 

of milk thereby presenting a great opportunity for Kenya’s dairy sector. Mutahi points out 

the fact that there are numerous opportunities for Kenya to invest in Ethiopia especially in 

the food, beverage and financial domain though seemingly, Ethiopia often buys beverages 

from South Africa. Notably, Ethiopia can do business with Kenya in the mobile sector but 

Ethiopia’s ICT sector has not been liberalized since Ethiopia still relies only on the services 
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provided by Ethio Telkom, a state-owned company. Mutahi concludes by stating that a 

number of challenges exist in the implementation of free trading and exchange of expertise 

between Kenya and Ethiopia. 

According to the Moyale Cross-Border Market Profile Report (2011), food products and 

livestock are the main commodities that Kenya imports from Ethiopia and non-food 

products such as detergents, plastic and construction materials are the main items that 

Kenya exports to Ethiopia. The report further enumerates the main constraints of cross-

border trade as: Poor infrastructure, civil conflict, market dominance by brokers, high 

taxes, export bans and the negative impact of food aid. 

Alemneh (2017) points out the trade imbalance that exists between Kenya and Ethiopia 

and states that it can only be mitigated if Ethiopia improves on its agricultural commodities 

before exporting them and if Kenya and Ethiopia solve the impediment that promotes trade 

imbalance. According to Alemneh (2017), the Ethiopian government locks out the private 

sector in the running of projects and in the process investors from Kenya fail to be included. 

Alemneh further explains that trade relations between Kenya and Ethiopia have seemingly 

improved gradually but still remain low in comparison to other EAC countries. 

A lot of research has been done on Kenya’s foreign policy in general; however, little 

analysis has been done on the key factors that influence Kenya’s diplomatic relations with 

Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020 in the order of their significance. Makinda (1987) talked about 

Kenya- Ethiopia relations while he was attempting to trace Kenya’s foreign policy from 

1963 but his main focus was on the role that Kenya played in the Somali-Ethiopia dispute. 

Adar (1986) also discussed Kenya- Ethiopia relations briefly. However, his thesis was only 
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concerned with the importance of “territorial integrity” as the main factor that determines 

Kenya-Ethiopia relations. Mesfin (1964), on the other hand, talked about Kenya-Ethiopia 

relations while analyzing the background of Ethiopia-Somalia disputes. Abebe (2014) also 

discussed Kenya-Ethiopia relations but he focused more on the socio-economic and 

environmental implications of Gibe III Dam system in Ethiopia’s Omo Valley. Similarly, 

Merhatsidk (2011) discussed diplomatic relations between Kenya and Ethiopia but his 

main aim was to bring out the challenges and prospects of the security factors that affect 

relations between Kenya and Ethiopia. Alemneh (2017) mentioned Kenya-Ethiopia’s 

relations but he focused on the regional economic integration of East African countries. 

Onyango (1995) on the other hand discussed how security, geopolitical and trade factors 

contributed to cooperative relations between Kenya and Ethiopia but he never brought out 

the conflictual nature of their relations. Kenya’s diplomatic relations with Ethiopia is 

usually mentioned in passing by different scholars.  

2.4 Theoretical Framework and Conceptual Framework 

Despite the many theories that exist in international relations, this research was hinged on 

two theories only which are: the Realism theory and the Allison’s theory of Decision-

making. The central assumption behind this study is that states are rational actors. That is, 

they make decisions based on the reality that they face. Kenya is faced by challenges and 

continues to face challenges ranging from threats to its national security to economic 

survival. As such, this exploratory study on Kenya’s diplomatic relations with Ethiopia 

employs the Realism theory and Allison’s theory of Decision-making in international 

relations since the two theories are more suitable to give an explanation on the relations. 

The study established whether the nature of the relations help us to understand theoretical 
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frameworks in international relations. The key assumptions and critics of the two 

theoretical frameworks are discussed below: 

2.4.1 Realism Theory 

A number of approaches which explain international relations are encompassed in the 

realist theory whose other name is political realism. It differs with idealism or liberalism 

since liberalism or idealism puts emphasize on cooperative relations. Carr and Morgenthau 

who are the main proponents of this theory explain international relations through human 

nature. They assert that human beings are naturally egocentric, self-interest-oriented and 

aggressive and so is the state (Brown, 2005: 30). That states are so power-hungry that at 

times they apply aggressive techniques to ensure that they subdue other states. According 

to realism the state is the main actor in the international arena. The state is a central actor 

in the pursuit of matters of security, national interest and power struggle (Buzan, 1997: 53).  

Hans Morgenthau (1978) is the key proponent of the realism theory. He opines that power 

is central in explaining the behavior of states in the international arena. According to 

Morgenthau, there is no central governing authority in the international arena thus making 

each of the states to adopt techniques of improving their military capability. All realists 

uphold the doctrine that security issues of a state come top on the hierarchy of their agenda 

on sustaining the state’s existence. In other words, they regard security as primary in 

international politics whereas other issues like commerce are considered secondary. States 

take the leading role in the global system and thus engaging in relations that are aimed at 

propagating, safe-guarding their individual interest and maximizing their power which in 

turn affects their relations with other states.  
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Morgenthau among other realists doubts the existence of morality in the international 

arena. He contends that incase morality is employed then probably it is used as an 

instrument to justify a given state’s behavior. Morgenthau argues that the guiding principle 

of foreign policy formulation is to enhance national stability and survival. It is against this 

background that many states strive to protect their political integrity and physical territories 

from interference by other states that may have bad motives.  The theory is relevant in this 

study since it explains the motive behind Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia from 

1963 to 2020. Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia is mainly pegged on enhancing 

mutual security and economic development. However, this theory prioritizes security over 

economic development, which makes it insufficient in explaining Kenya’s foreign policy 

towards Ethiopia. However, the limitation of the realism theory will be covered by 

Allison’s theory of foreign policy decision making. 

2.4.2 Allison’s theory of foreign policy decision making  

The study also used Allison’s theory of foreign policy decision making. In his book, The 

Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis, (1971), Allison argues that the 

three models of the rational actor, organizational process, and national politics are useful 

in strategic foreign policy implementation processes by states. In the rational actor model, 

Allison says that human beings act in rationality with certain policy concepts. These 

concepts identify phenomena as actions performed by purposeful agents. Rational choice 

consists of selecting that alternative whose consequences ranks highest in the decision 

makers’ pay off. The organizational behavior model explains how an organization behaves 

and makes decisions and how these decisions are implemented. Organizations have 

standard procedures which do not change significantly over time. The government politics 
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model views the actions of government as political resultants. Allison outlines that the 

emergence of those resultants is from the foreign policy feature of a competitive game, 

where multiple players with different policy preferences struggle, compete, and bargain 

over the substance and conduct of policy. These approaches contend to the fact that 

governments are unified, rational entities seeking to achieve well defined foreign policy 

goals in the international system. A careful examination of Kenya’s trade relations with 

Ethiopia will best be explained within this theoretical framework since Kenya’s foreign 

policy is based on rational decisions by policy makers that are aimed at benefitting Kenya 

as a country. 

2.5 Conceptual Framework 
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Kenya’s foreign policy is determined by various factors (Independent variables). These 

factors include: security and economic development. Kenya’s foreign policy is pegged on 

whether Kenya stands to gain by preserving its territorial integrity, enjoying protection 

against terrorist attacks as well as limiting conflicts among border communities. On the 

other hand, Kenya seeks to enhance trade relations and investments with other countries 

and also improve on its infrastructure. However, on many occasions extraneous variables 

such as manipulation from colonial masters together with the leadership in place at a given 

time often come into play thus influencing foreign policy decisions. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

This section describes the research process in terms of the design, the targeted population, 

study sample, sampling technique, sampling frame, data type, data collection techniques 

and data analysis and ethical considerations. 

3.1 Research Design 

In this study exploratory research design was used. Exploratory research is aimed at 

gaining new insights, discovering unfamiliar concepts and improving understanding of a 

phenomenon. This research was exploratory since it explored Kenya’s foreign policy 

towards Ethiopia, an area that has not received much academic attention. Substantial 

research has been done on Kenya’s foreign policy in general but not much research has 

been done on the foreign policy of Kenya towards Ethiopia, the nature of their diplomatic 

relations as well as the critical determinants of Kenya’s diplomatic relations with Ethiopia.  

3.2 Study Area 

Primary data was mainly collected from employees at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 

Kenya. A number of the informants were interviewed in Nairobi town, the capital city of 

Kenya and its outskirts since Nairobi is the hub of most of the major ministries such as The 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and The Ministry of Defense.  However, a few other informants 

were interviewed on phone especially those who were in Ethiopia and those who were too 

busy to schedule a physical meeting. 
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3.3 Target Population 

Category Target Population Percentage 

Diplomats 20 19.6 

Foreign Service Officers 20 19.6 

Security Personnel 8 7.8 

Other key informants 54 52.9 

Total 102 100 

 

The target population of the study comprised of 102 adults; male and female from Kenya 

and Ethiopia. They included: Diplomats, Foreign Service officers, Security Personnel, and 

other key informants such as Ethiopians living in Kenya and Kenyans living in Ethiopia.  

3.4 Sampling Techniques   

According to Mugenda and Mugenda (1999), purposive sampling technique allows a 

researcher to use cases that have the required information concerning the objectives of his 

or her study. Cases of subjects are therefore handpicked because they are informative or 

they possess the required characteristics. In this study, the informants were purposively 

selected based on ease of acquiring information and minimum expenditure as well as their 

knowledge about Kenya- Ethiopia relations and their availability for the interview. The 

study also used snowball sampling technique to get new contacts or links to other 

respondents since being referred by a former informant to another one earned the researcher 

more credibility which facilitated the process of collecting data. Stratified random 

sampling technique was also employed to ensure that all categories of the target population 

had an equal opportunity of being included in the sample. 
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3.5 Sample Size 

Category Frequency Sample ratio Sample size 

Diplomats 20 0.3 6 

Foreign Service Officers 20 0.3 6 

Security Personnel 8 0.3 2 

Other key informants 54 0.3 16 

Total 102  30 

 

Given that it is impossible to collect data from the entire population, the researcher had to 

select a sample to represent the entire population. Mugenda and Mugenda (2003) contend 

that 30% of the target population is enough to represent the target population. Therefore, 

out of a target population of 102 people, 30 respondents were enough to provide relevant 

data for the study at hand. Additionally, the researcher ensured that accuracy as well as 

representativeness was taken into account while calculating the sample size. This was done 

by using the stratified random sampling technique that ensured that all categories of the 

target population got an equivalent opportunity of being part of the sample. A sample of 

30 individuals with expert knowledge on Kenya- Ethiopia’s diplomatic relations was 

sampled purposively and 18 of them were male while 12 were female. These included 6 

diplomats and 6 Foreign Service officers some who are still in service and others who had 

already retired from service. Among the informants there were 2 members of the security 

personnel one being a retired Brigadier from the military and another who is a serving 

Colonnel in the Kenya Defense Headquarters at Hurlingham. Other key informants 

included 8 Kenyans and 8 Ethiopians who were also interviewed to gain their general 

outlook on Kenya- Ethiopia relations. The design in this study is aimed at covering the 
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target population adequately, while considering the inadequate funds and the distance 

between the two states. 

3.6 Instruments of Data Collection 

The researcher employed interview schedules comprising of close-ended and open-ended 

questions to generate data. This facilitated the process of the researcher acquiring data 

which is essential in meeting the objectives of the study. An interview schedule which is 

semi-structured was used as the participatory tool, and the respondents were engaged in a 

conversation through a series of guided questions. It is flexible and also allows open-ended 

discussion with the government officials and people with expert knowledge of Kenya- 

Ethiopia relations and foreign policy analysis. The semi-structured interview schedules 

were designed with questions that varied to some extent from one respondent to another 

basing on the required data. Telephone interviews were also conducted in situations where 

a face-to-face interview was impossible. Secondary data was also sought to inform the 

study.  

3.7 Pre-testing of Research Instruments 

The researcher conducted a pre-test of the data collection instruments by sending out 20 

questionnaires to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs but only 10 were responded to. Among 

the 10 questionnaires some had many blank spaces, which made the researcher to opt for 

interview schedules as data collection instruments. This was due to the nature of the 

informants’ jobs. These individuals were not readily available and most of those that were 

interviewed were too busy to fill questionnaires thereby forcing the researcher to resort to 

both face to face interviews and telephone interviews.   
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3.8 Validity and Reliability 

This research employed construct validity since it is a measure of the degree to which data 

obtained accurately and meaningfully represents a theoretical concept. The concepts being 

tested in this research were theoretical concepts relating to Kenya-Ethiopia relations; thus, 

construct validity was perceived as the best technique for this study. Data collected from 

primary sources was also triangulated with data collected through secondary sources with 

a view of ensuring that the findings from the empirical data collection process are credible. 

The data collection instruments were also pre-tested and adjusted accordingly in effort to 

improve validity. 

Reliability on the other hand entails the degree to which data collection instruments give 

consistent results. Reliability was taken care of through a piloting exercise conducted 

among a small percentage of the target population at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

3.9 Data Collection Techniques and Procedures 

The primary sources of data in this study were face to face and telephone interviews with 

key informants such as Kenyan government officials namely: diplomats, high ranking 

security officers, Foreign Service officials at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kenya as 

well as Kenyans with interests in Ethiopia and Ethiopians living in Kenya. Their ranks 

include: Ambassadors, Deputy Foreign Service Academy, Director General Foreign 

Service Academy, Third Secretary, Foreign Service officers, Brigadier, Colonel, scholars 

and Kenyan and Ethiopian nationals. A total of 30 informants took part in the study, 22 of 

them were Kenyans and 8 were Ethiopians.  Open-ended questions with key informants 

and interviews were the data collection techniques that were employed in this study. A 

semi-structured interview schedule was used as the participatory tool, and the respondents 
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were engaged in a discussion directed by a sequence of questions. The interview schedule 

permitted unrestricted discussion with all the respondents with adept understanding on the 

analysis of foreign policy.  

The secondary sources of data consisted of the general literature on foreign policy and 

Kenya’s relations with other states the main focus being Ethiopia in particular. It also 

consisted of Kenya- Ethiopia export and import volumes aimed at explaining the trade 

trends between Kenya and Ethiopia. The secondary sources of data include: Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Reports, UNHCR Reports, UNOCHA Reports, books such as Kenya 

Foreign Policy Behavior Towards Somalia by Adar G.K., Postgraduate thesis such as The 

Hydro-politics of Omo-Turkana Basin by Abebe, African Journal of Political Science and 

International Relations, The Modern Journal of African Studies, archival records such as 

letters, itinerary and photos, Hansard Parliamentary Debates among others. Internet 

sources such as online journals and YouTube were also relied on for current information. 

Statistics on the magnitude of trade was obtained from the International Trade Centre 

Database, compiled by EPC. 

3.10 Data Analysis  

Data was analyzed using both qualitative and quantitative analysis techniques. In 

particular, thematic analysis was used to conduct the qualitative analysis. In this type of 

analysis, interview data is grouped into key themes and patterns before being analyzed. In 

the context of this study, a portion of the qualitative data was categorized into related sets 

after which the groups were coded and compared to identify key themes from the data.  
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The key themes identified for objective 1 explored the nature of diplomatic relations 

between Kenya and Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020 were: pragmatic, cordial and frosty 

whereas the key themes identified for objective 2 identified the factors behind Kenya and 

Ethiopia diplomatic relations from 1963 to 2020 were: regional and sub-regional 

integration, peace and security, economic prosperity and political organization. The sub-

themes identified for objective 2 included: sovereignty and territorial integrity, national 

interests, friendship between leaders, international organizations as well as treaties and 

pacts.  

Objective 3 analyzed the extent to which fair and equitable bilateral trade relations between 

Kenya and Ethiopia have been promoted from 1963 to 2020.The main theme identified for 

objective 3 was:  unfavorable investment policies. Quantitative data collected from 

secondary sources was used by the researcher to justify the qualitative data collected from 

primary sources. Simple statistics in form of percentages, histograms and pie charts from 

excel program was employed in coding, tabulating and analyzing of the data collected. 

Descriptive statistical tools which include frequencies and percentages were used to 

analyze and interpret the quantitative data. The data was then presented in form of pie 

charts and tables. 

3.11 Ethical Considerations 

The researcher observed the principle of voluntary participation such that respondents were 

not coerced to give information. The researcher also respected cultural sensitivity since the 

respondents were from diverse cultural backgrounds that is Kenya and Ethiopia. The 

researcher also observed anonymity of the informants as requested given the sensitivity of 

the study and the fact that most of the informants were holding senior government positions 



  

   

49 

 

and they had to preserve their jobs. The information gathered was kept confidential, and 

research permits and authorization were obtained from the National Commission for 

Science, Technology, and Innovation (NACOSTI) as well as the Kenyatta University 

Ethics Review Committee. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

 DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION  

Chapter four consists of the analysis and interpretation of data that was obtained by the 

researcher from information founded on objectives of the research through formal 

interviews that were guided by interview schedules. This section also explores findings of 

the study and compares them with those from previous studies in order to understand the 

contribution of this study to literature on international relations and diplomacy. 

The researcher conducted a pre-test of the data collection instruments by sending out 20 

questionnaires to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs but only 10 were responded to. Among 

the 10 questionnaires some had many blank spaces, which made the researcher to opt for 

interview schedules as data collection instruments. The researcher drew a sample of 30 

informants from a target population of 102 informants with knowledge on Kenya-Ethiopia 

relations and managed to interview all of them. The sample size was adequate given the 

complexity of the topic since only a limited number of the entire population had in-depth 

knowledge on Kenya’s relations with Ethiopia. 

4.1 Demographic Information  

Demographic information such as age, gender and working period in a government 

institution is vital in this study since it is an indicator that all the relevant categories of the 

population are well represented in the sample. The tables below give a comprehensive 

summary of the general characteristics of the 30 participants who participated in the study. 
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4.1.1 Gender of the Informants 

Table 1: Gender of the Informants 

Gender  Count Percentage 

Male 18 60% 

Female 12 40% 

Total 30 100% 

 

There was a total of 30 people who took part in the study, 22 of them were Kenyans and 8 

were Ethiopians.  Among those who volunteered to take part in the study, 60% were male, 

while 40% were female. Thus, there were more men than women in the study sample, an 

element that could have skewed the study outcomes. 

4.1.2 Age of Informants 

Table 2: Age of the Informants 

Age Group Count Percentage 

Below 21 0 0% 

21-30 2 6.7% 

31-40 12 40% 

41-50 10 33.3% 

51-60 4 13.3% 

Above 60 2 6.7% 

Total 30 100 

The above table indicates the age group of the participants. From the findings, majority of 

those who responded were aged 31-40 years, which comprised 40% of the sample. 33.3% 

were aged between 41 and 50 years, and 6.7% were aged 21 and 30 years of age. 13.3% 

were aged 51-60 years and 6.7% were above 60 years old. 
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4.1.3 The Working Period in the Government Institution 

Table 3: The Working Period in the Government Institution 

Period Count Percentage 

Below three years 0 0% 

3-7 years 2 6.7% 

8-10 years 10 33.3% 

Above ten years 4 13.3% 

Not applicable  14 46.7% 

Total 30 100 

 

The table above shows that 6.7% of the participants had worked as government officials 

for a period ranging between 3 and 7 years, 33.3% for 8 to10 years and those who had 

worked for more than ten years were 13.3%. 46.7% of the participants could not be placed 

in either of the Foreign Service professional categories since majority were Kenyan and 

Ethiopian nationals who gave their general views about Kenya-Ethiopia relations. 

4.2 The Key Findings 

4.2.1 The Nature of the Diplomatic Relations between Kenya and Ethiopia between 

1963-2020 

The first specific objective of this study was to explore the nature of diplomatic relations 

between Kenya and Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020. In the analysis of the nature of diplomatic 

relations between Kenya and Ethiopia three main themes arose. Some respondents 

indicated that the diplomatic relations between Kenya and Ethiopia have been cordial; 

others found the relations to be pragmatic whereas others found the relations to be frosty. 

The diplomatic relations between Kenya and Ethiopia can be described as cordial, and 

according to the findings this has been in existence since independence. These relations 
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can be traced in a letter dated 2nd December 1964 in which Emperor Haile Selassie writes 

to Sir Malcolm MacDonald, who was the Governor General of the Kenya Colony of his 

intentions to visit Kenya after independence. The letter was written during the transition 

period after Kenya got its independence. Therefore, Kenya was still under the stewardship 

of Sir MacDonald who was the Governor General of the Kenyan Protectorate and Jomo 

Kenyatta was the Prime Minister then. In this letter, Emperor Haile Selassie says that he is 

pleased to learn that His Excellency Sir Malcolm MacDonald will be able to visit Ethiopia 

(Jubilee Palace, 1964). He confirms that 12th December 1964 is a very convenient date and 

that they will be very happy to welcome him and Mrs. MacDonald (Sir Mac Donald’s wife) 

as of that date (See Appendix 4). 

In a different letter H.W. Russell, the British Ambassador at the time also acknowledges 

Emperor Haile Selassie’s visit to Kenya indicating the feeling of the people in Kenya in 

having both governments work together to improve mutual interdependence between the 

two states. In this letter, Ambassador Russell writes that, it was a great honor and pleasure 

to have The Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie as a guest at the State House in Kenya and 

that both the exalted and the humble people continued talking about the emperor’s visit, an 

indication that he had left an abiding impression (State House Nairobi, 1964). He further 

stated that the government and the people of Kenya felt warmer towards Ethiopia than 

before. (See Appendix 4).  These visits seem to have cemented the relations between the 

two states an element that resulted in the laying of the foundation stone for the Ethiopian 

embassy near state house Nairobi on 6th June 1964 as indicated on Emperor Haile Selassie’s 

invitation card from Ethiopia’s Ambassador to Kenya (See Appendix 4). 
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Figure 2: Respondents’ Views on the Nature of Diplomatic Relations between Kenya 

and Ethiopia 

 

In response to the question of how the informants rated the nature of relations between 

Kenya and Ethiopia, 50% of the 30 informants interviewed felt that the relations between 

Kenya and Ethiopia were cordial whereas 43% felt that Kenya-Ethiopia relations were 

pragmatic. They pointed out the economic and security factors that were of benefit to both 

states. On the other hand, 7% of the informants expressed that the relations between Kenya 

and Ethiopia were frosty. The latter went to an extent of giving examples of incidents that 

made them feel that the Kenya-Ethiopia diplomatic relations were frosty. It was found that 

indeed, the relations have been cordial as noted by one of the ambassadors who was the 

UN Special Envoy to Somalia who said that:  

“The relations between the two states are cordial, and this can be explained by the 

fact that the Ethiopian embassy is situated near State House and also in Ethiopia, 

the Kenyan Embassy is situated strategically in the city of Addis Ababa, showing 

the relations that exist between the two nations” (KY3, telephone interview, 

6/02/2019) 

Frosty
7%

Cordial
50%

Pragmatic
43%

Nature of Kenya-Ethiopia Diplomatic Relations
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The Ethiopian embassy is only 240 meters away from state house in Nairobi whereas the 

other embassies that seem closer to the state house such as the Embassy of Spain, the 

Embassy of Tanzania and the British High Commission are 2 kilometers away from state 

house. In diplomatic context, such subtle elements such as the location of the embassies 

among other factors can be an essential starting point in understanding relations between 

two nations, an aspect that emerges clearly from the relations between Kenya and Ethiopia. 

Informant KY3 agrees with Merhatsidk (2011) who contends that: As soon as Kenya 

attained independence, the relations intensified as marked by Kenya opening its consulate 

in Addis Ababa and Emperor Haile Selassie paying a state visit to Kenya.  

In the same vein, informant KY3 echoes the sentiments of Nigussay (1977) who opines 

that the Ethiopian military junta known as the Derg proceeded with the amicable with 

Kenya at a time when it seemed that the relations were going to be dampened by the 

different ideological stands of leaders of the two states. Ideally most nations tend to have 

cordial relations with nations that share a similar ideology with them. The ascension of the 

Derg who was pro-East to power seemed to be a threat to Kenya-Ethiopia relations since 

Kenya was pro-West. The fact that Kenya-Ethiopia relations still stood firm during the 

Derg’s era is a clear indicator of how cordial the relations are. In addition, Okumu (1977) 

states that the visit of Colonnel Mengistu the Derg leader to Kenya before he fled to 

Zimbabwe is a vital indicator of the cordial nature of relations between the two states 

especially during tough times. 

Secondly, the relations have also been termed by respondents as pragmatic as evidenced 

by the collaborations in which both states have benefited from each other, enhancing the 

stability of both states. Ideally, it is only practical for a state to establish strong bilateral 
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relations with a state which does not have a common interest and the bilateral ties will often 

lead to collaborations that eventually will be of mutual benefit to both states. This is in line 

with Allison in his theory of decision-making who contends to the fact that governments 

are unified, rational entities seeking to achieve well defined foreign policy goals in the 

international system. From the findings, collaborations began way back before 

independence. Informant KY4 who was Kenya’s ambassador to Ethiopia opines that: 

“Kenya’s relations with Ethiopia begun during pre-independence time. Early 

diplomats in both Kenya and Ethiopia, for example, were concerned with the 

conflicts in the Horn of Africa and especially Somalia” (KY4, Westlands, 

19/02/2019).  

Informant KY4 tends to validate Whittaker (2008) in his study on The Stigma of Shifta 

War during the ‘shifta war’ in Kenya 1963-1968 where he argues that before 1963, the 

biggest concern that would influence Kenya’s foreign relations was the desire by the 

Somalis in the Northern Frontier District to join the Somalia government. In the post-

colonial era, from the late 1950s to the present, the Horn of Africa has witnessed a number 

of major wars between two different states and among communities within the states. The 

wars include:  the Ethiopian-Somali wars (1964, 1977-78, 2006-9), the Kenyan-Somali war 

(1963), the Ugandan-Tanzanian war (1978-79) and the Ethiopian-Eritrean border war 

(1998-2000). Cross-border conflicts among different communities have also occurred due 

to environmental destruction as well as porous boundaries which are not appreciated by the 

communities that practice pastoralism especially those divided by the national borders 

(Ngeiywa, 2008).   
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Belete (2005) contends that bilateral relations between Kenya and Ethiopia during Haile 

Selassie era were based on cooperation for mutual security benefit. His argument supports 

Informant KY4 who mentioned that conflict in the Horn of Africa made Kenya and 

Ethiopia to cooperate since that was the only pragmatic solution. Abebe (2010) further 

supports Informant KY4 by highlighting that in 1991 Kenya and Ethiopia signed a treaty 

of Friendship and Cooperation that identified 18 areas of cooperation. 

According to the Realism Theory, countries come up with foreign policy decisions that 

will often favor the protection of their territorial integrity and this entails forming bilateral 

relations with the view of safeguarding their security. The many cross border conflicts and 

the desire to mitigate the common threats from Somalia clearly defines the nature of 

relations between Kenya and Ethiopia as that which is pragmatic in the sense that both 

countries had a desire to collaborate so that they can be able to fight the challenges facing 

them as one strong unit. The wars in the Horn of Africa are intertwined and related in the 

sense that they adopt sub-regional as well as regional forms. For decades almost all the 

states in the Horn of Africa have suffered a number of conflicts of diverse degrees and 

magnitude. However, no state in the Horn of Africa region has succeeded in averting the 

increase of intra-state and inter-state violence and none has ever succeeded in mitigating 

the hostile impact of the conflicts in a way that is sustainable.   

In addition, the results indicated that regional bodies such as IGAD, AU and EAC have 

been vital in determining Kenya’s relations with her neighbors such as Ethiopia which is 

in concurrence with findings of Gichangi (2012) who did a study on The Effects of East 

African Common Market on Cross Border Business for Kenya Association of 

Manufacturers’ Members. IGADD which is an instrument that helped at the beginning to 
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mitigate the drought situation at the horn of Africa had to take up the mandate of promoting 

peace and security in the region. As the war between Ethiopia and Eritrea, Ethiopia and 

Somalia and Northern and Southern Sudan   continued to escalate in this part of Africa, 

IGAD grew as an essential instrument that helped to negotiate for peace in the border 

between Kenya and Ethiopia, Ethiopia and Somalia as well as Sudan.  Indeed EAC, AU 

and IGAD have often given Kenya and Ethiopia a platform where they can work together 

to ensure that there is peace and economic development in the East African region. Kenya 

and Ethiopia form the economic powerhouse in the East African region so they have a 

bigger say in running the operations of the regional organizations. Due to their economic 

position, Kenya and Ethiopia are often entrusted with the role of negotiating peace among 

member states and even influencing economic policies in the region. Both Kenya and 

Ethiopia for example played a major role in South Sudan peace talks as well as enhancing 

stability in Somalia. Therefore, this form of collaboration under the umbrella of IGAD has 

been cited by informant KY5 who is one of the former ambassadors of Kenya to Canada 

as very essential. He said: 

 “IGAD is an essential element that has had a positive effect on the diplomatic 

relations between Kenya and Ethiopia. The role of regional players through IGAD, 

mainly Ethiopia and Kenya, in curbing the spillover effect of the interstate and intra 

state wars on the Horn of Africa has had a great impact” (KY5, Foreign Service 

Academy, 14/02/2019).  

According to Informant KY6 an ambassador: 

 “Ethiopia and Kenya play an active role in the seven-member IGAD, which 

attempts to resolve regional conflicts and promote regional economic integration. 

Both Ethiopia and Kenya did their best to assist the Sudan government and the 

South Sudan people’s Liberation Army (SPLA) to reach an agreement in 2005, a 

signed Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), and it finally led to a referendum 

that was conducted in Southern Sudan in 2011” (KY6, telephone interview 

22/01/2019).    
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Somalia is always claiming the Ogaden region of Ethiopia and northern territories of 

Kenya, and this violates the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Ethiopia and Kenya. 

The convergence of the two states’ national interests against Somalia’s claim has been a 

substantial issue in regards to their cooperation since the 1960s. 

According to KY5 the Deputy Foreign Service Academy: 

“Attacks from terrorists made Kenya and Ethiopia to be closer since they have a 

major mutual concern which is enhancing security thus resulting into the two states 

sending their troops to AMISOM to fight against terrorists. It is this concern that 

drove the Ethiopian Prime Minister Haile Mariam Dessalegn and the Kenyan 

President Uhuru Kenyatta to renew the six decades old military pact in 2015” 

(KY5, interview at Foreign Service Academy 14/01/2019)  

KY5 highlighted the transformation of the Somali problem into the Al-Shabaab crisis when 

the Al-Shabaab decided to hit back at Kenya in support of the Somalis of North Eastern 

part of Kenya who resented because they felt that their region was less developed compared 

to other parts of Kenya.  Terrorists began to destabilize Kenya by launching a number of 

attacks. In 1980, the Jewish-owned Norfolk hotel was attacked. In 1998, the US embassy 

in Nairobi was bombed, as was the Israeli-owned Paradise hotel in 2002. 

Informant KY5 echoes the sentiments of Ploch (2010) who contends that terrorist attacks 

faced by both Kenya and Ethiopia also enhanced their cooperation. According to Ploch 

(2010) in his study on Countering Terrorism in East Africa, Kenya cushioned Ethiopia by 

closing its borders with Somalia so that the defeated Union of Islamic Courts (UIC) can 

lack a place to hide as an effort to mitigate terrorism. Abasa (2015) also concurs with 

Informant KY5 by noting that the vacuum created in Somalia due to lack of a proper 
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government enabled terrorists to camp in Somalia, which therefore posed security 

challenges to both Kenya and Ethiopia thus fostering their cooperation. 

Still, on pragmatic collaborations, KY1 noted that: 

 “Under the rule of Mzee Jomo Kenyatta and Emperor Haile Selassie, both states 

developed and maintained close working relations. A vital element of these 

relations can be seen in the negotiation of the boundary adjustments between the 

two states that were done to the satisfaction of both parties leading to the signing 

of a treaty on 9th of June 1970 at Mombasa” (KY1, Foreign Service Academy, 

14/01/2019).  

The treaty entailed clear demarcation of the boundary line between Kenya and Ethiopia as 

well as a guideline on how common water points and grazing land will be shared among 

border communities (UN Treaty Series, 1989). Although Kenya and Ethiopia seem to have 

co-existed well as neighbors, there have been episodes of tension arising from border 

communities due to shared resources and they were catalyzed by the porous borders. In 

order to solve the cross-border conflicts, authorities from both Kenya and Ethiopia had to 

be involved as a way of offering a pragmatic solution. During this period, both states 

welcomed diplomatic missions that were geared towards increasing trade between the 

states, improvement in security, educational, science and technical cooperation as well as 

the coordination of policies at meetings of international organizations. 

The findings also indicate that cordial relations between the two states seem to have 

developed as a result of the defense pact signed between Kenya and Ethiopia in 1964. This 

is in concurrence with findings of Merhatsidk (2011) who did a study on Security factors 

affecting Ethiopia-Kenya relations: (Post 1991) Challenges and Prospects. Pacts and 

treaties are used as binding tools that are geared towards enhancing bilateral relations 
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between countries. Kenya and Ethiopia signed the defense pact that bound them together 

so that they can assist each other in case they faced threats from an external aggressor and 

to date they have been abiding by the defense pact as a way of countering security threats 

from Somalia. One of the former ambassadors of Kenya to Ethiopia KY4, states that:  

“The development of positive relations between the two states seems to have been 

significantly influenced by the defense pact, an aspect that positively helped foster 

the relations between the two states” (KY4, Westlands, 19/02/2019). 

Other aspects that also indicate good relations between the two states that were also 

identified from the findings include the fact that the leaders of both states were friends and 

especially Jomo Kenyatta and Emperor Haile Selassie.  An informant KY8 from the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs opines that Emperor Haile Selassie and President Jomo 

Kenyatta were such great friends that: 

 “The emperor took good care of President Jomo Kenyatta’s family while he was 

imprisoned in the 1950s” (Informant KY8, interview at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs on 14/03/2019) 

 

The sentiments of informant KY8 are in agreement with those of biographer Jeremy 

Murray and Gebremedhin who opined that Kenya’s former president Jomo Kenyatta was 

a close ally of Ethiopia’s Emperor Haile Selassie (Murray, 1982). As a result, other than 

keeping the Ethiopian flag in his room, Mzee Jomo Kenyatta went on to name one of the 

only three critical avenues in Nairobi after the Emperor in 1972- Haile Selassie Avenue 

(Gebremedhin, 2015). This friendship has been a critical force in driving positive 

engagements across different aspects of strategic relations. One of the diplomats 

interviewed KY5, who is former Kenya’s ambassador to Canada observed that:  
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“The support given in both directions as a result of this friendship has been vital in 

building a positive diplomatic environment as well as engagement” (Informant 

KY5, interview at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 14/02/2019).  

Nonetheless, one of the respondents, a former ambassador of Kenya to Ethiopia KY4 cited 

incidents of competition between Kenya and Ethiopia. He particularly opined that:  

“Kenya seems to have opened its doors wider to Ethiopia than Ethiopia has opened 

to Kenya. It is much easier for an Ethiopian to set up a business in Kenya than it is 

for a Kenyan to set up a business in Ethiopia. In fact, bilateral trade between Kenya 

and Tanzania and Kenya and Uganda is much better than Kenya and Ethiopia. 

Trade between Kenya and Ethiopia is quite low and this results from the silent 

competition between the two states for regional economic leadership” (KY4, 

Westlands, 19/02/2019). 

This was confirmed by another female respondent KY13 who is a Kenyan living in 

Ethiopia who said that: 

“It is rare to find an African who is not an Ethiopian running a business in Ethiopia. 

In fact, most of the businesses are owned by Asians and Ethiopians. Most of the 

Kenyans in Ethiopia are employees of multinational corporations” (KY13, 

telephone interview, 1/03/2019).  

The sentiments of KY4 and KY13 are in tandem with those of the Foreign Affairs Chief 

Administrative Secretary Ababu Namwamba during the celebration to mark 55 years of 

strategic partnership between Kenya and Ethiopia. He said that: 

 “Despite all these very impressive agreements and JMC, regrettably the bilateral 

trade between our two countries remains quite low” (Mr. Ababu Namwamba, Chief 

Administrative Secretary Ministry of Foreign Affairs). 

However, during the same celebrations of 55 years of strategic partnership between Kenya 

and Ethiopia, Ethiopian Ambassador to Kenya Meles Alem said:  

“Ethiopia and Kenya complement each other. As we celebrate 55 years of strategic 

partnership, this is the beginning of more to come. We are not rivals. Maybe the 

only thing we compete each other on is athletics.  Commemoration of the 55-year 
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relationship is not only about reflections but reaffirming our commitment to further 

deepen the relations we have. These two states have excellent diplomatic relations 

which is a vehicle for a strong economic bond. The economic dividends between 

Kenyans and Ethiopians are insignificant but commemoration of 55 years is an 

affirmation of the commitment to further deepen our traditional ties and above all 

make our economic and business ties stronger” (Meles Alem, Ethiopian 

Ambassador to Kenya). 

In spite of the over 30 agreements and MoUs as well as the formation of the Joint 

Ministerial Commission aimed at driving the bilateral ties, conducting robust trade between 

Kenya and Ethiopia seems to be a struggle. The struggle according to Mr. Ababu 

Namwamba is as a result of non-tarrif barriers such as long bureaucratic procedures, bans 

and sanctions as well as a strict foreign currency regulatory regime (Business Daily, 2019).  

Despite the different fronts of collaboration between Kenya and Ethiopia, Kenya-Ethiopia 

relations have not been entirely free from tension. Informant KY10 a Foreign Service 

Officer said that:   

“Ethiopia’s Gilgel Gibe III Dam on River Omo has been a source of tension 

between Kenya and Ethiopia” (Informant KY10, interview at the Ministry of 

Foreign affairs on 14/01/2019.  

When the dam was still being constructed, Richard Leakey a Kenyan palaenthropologist 

once said:  

“The dam will produce a broad range of negative effects some of which would be 

catastrophic to both the environment and half a million indigenous Ethiopian and 

Kenyan communities living downstream.” 

 80% of the water in Lake Turkana comes from River Omo and by January 2015, the water 

levels of Lake Turkana had dropped by approximately 1.5 meters according to data from 

United States Department of Agriculture. According to Human Rights Watch, the shoreline 

of Lake Turkana had receded as much as 1.7 kilometers since 2014 thus affecting the 



  

   

64 

 

breeding area of fish which is a source of livelihood for the Turkana people. There were 

fears that the reduced water levels will heighten competition for water thus resulting into 

increased clashes. Felix Horne, a Human Rights Researcher asserts that: 

“The Ethiopian government in its haste to develop its resources has not bothered to 

come up with strategies that will downsize the impact on those living downstream” 

(Human Rights Watch, 2017). 

When confronted with the question on describing the nature of relations between Kenya 

and Ethiopia, informant KY12 a Colonel in Kenya Army responded that: 

Kenya and Ethiopia have issues that cannot be classified as major. The issues 

arising between them mostly revolve around outdated cultural practices such as 

cattle rustling and some are resource-based. Such issues are often fixed by regional 

administrations” (KY12, Kikuyu, 14/3/2019).  

The sentiments of informant KY12 are in tandem with those documented in the UNOCHA 

report of 2011 that states that: The relations have not been entirely free of problems but the 

problems were not significant. The problems between Kenya and Ethiopia mostly were 

resource- based conflicts between border communities such as the Daasanach (Merille) of 

Ethiopia, the Turkana of Kenya, the Nyangatom of South Sudan and Ethiopia, the Gabra 

and the Borana of both Kenya and Ethiopia, which begun in the 1990s and escalated in 

2010 (UNOCHA, 2011).  

Lastly, the findings also indicated that both states realized that there was mutual benefit in 

them working together and the need to build good relations. Precisely, the benefits far 

outweighed any antagonistic relations in helping to deal with the problem of food security, 

drought, locust invasion, and conflicts that emerged in the regions of Sudan, Somalia and 

Eritrea (Alemneh, 2017).  It was also found that there was a need to work together 
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cooperatively to help stabilize the volatile region through IGAD. Both Kenya and Ethiopia 

are very active members of regional organizations such as IGAD.  Therefore, they play a 

major role in resolving the regional conflicts thereby contributing immensely to improving 

regional stability. Most of the scholars perceived this form of collaboration as a perfect 

example of the cordial and pragmatic relations between the two states. 

The relations between Kenya and Ethiopia can be termed as cordial since at no time in 

history have the two countries declared enmity between them or even staged a war against 

each other. Kenya and Ethiopia have been facing similar challenges such as cross border 

conflicts, security threats from Somalia, an influx of refugees from neighboring countries 

but they have chosen to focus on the common opportunities at their disposal while solving 

the issues amicably. The regular visits by the heads of state of Kenya and Ethiopia 

regardless of changes in the leadership as well as collaborations in fixing their economic 

and security challenges are a clear indication of how cordial and pragmatic their relations 

are.  Kenya and Ethiopia seem to be inseparable as evidenced by the regular renewal of 

their treaties since several decades ago with an aim of further deepening their relations. 

However, it is evident that there is a spec of mistrust between Kenya and Ethiopia as 

demonstrated by their trade relations. Ethiopia seems to fear competition from Kenya since 

both of them are striving to be regional economic giants. According to the findings, the 

same fear has driven Ethiopia into developing stringent measures that restrict foreign 

investors (Kenyans included) from accessing the Ethiopian market easily whereas Kenya 

has opened its doors wider to foreign investors (Ethiopians included). 

Overall, it can be concluded that Kenya and Ethiopia continue to enjoy cordial and 

pragmatic relations that have helped both states to make many achievements from trade, 
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security, and stability, among others. A number of the responses that were received from 

the participants showed that between 1963 and 2020, they would rank the relations between 

the two states as amicable. However, some of the respondents mentioned that there were 

some frosty relations between the two states due to resource-based cross-border tension as 

well as trade imbalance, a fact that cannot be ignored.   

4.2.2 Factors behind Kenya and Ethiopia Diplomatic Relations from 1963- 2020 

In this study, the first objective found out that the strategic relations between Kenya and 

Ethiopia have been amiable and that both states enjoy cordial relations but with some traces 

of imbalance between the ways in which the two countries handle each other on matters of 

trade. Several key factors have contributed to these relations, which are explained below. 

It was, however, established that different respondents had different perceptions of these 

factors and pointed out some of them as essential determinants of these relations. 

First, the study established that the good relations between the two states were influenced 

by mutual security concerns such as security threats from Somalia.  One of the former 

ambassadors KY5 said that:  

“Kenya and Ethiopia have related well since independence. We have collaborated 

in fighting terrorism and developing transport infrastructure in the region as well as 

negotiations for peace in the region through the bilateral relations and IGAD” 

(KY5, Foreign Service Academy, 14/01/2019).  

Informant KY5 agrees with Makinda (2008) who contends that as a way of maintaining 

good neighborliness, Kenya has been part and parcel of supporting the war on terrorism in 

Somalia. This statement thus indicates the key mutual problems that Kenya and Ethiopia 

have, which meant that they needed to put measures in place that would help them address 

the problems they were facing. Maina (2012) contends with the fact that security is one of 
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the main factors that determine Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia by stating that: 

Kenya and Ethiopia signed a Defense Pact after being faced by a familiar foe, Somalia and 

the pact has since remained intact to this day. The second factor tied to security which is 

one of the determinants mentioned by KY5 that have influenced these relations includes 

the cross-border conflicts between Kenya and Ethiopia.  

Findings of this study indicate that the key factor that dictates Kenya’s relations with 

Ethiopia is protection from attacks from Somalia. According to KY3, the UNHCR Special 

envoy for the Horn of Africa and former IGAD’s Special envoy to Somalia, the issue of 

conflicts and security threats from Somalia is a key factor that necessitated the development 

of positive diplomatic engagements between Kenya and Ethiopia.  

“Kenya and Ethiopia became great collaborators as a result of The Shifta War 

(1963-1967) which was a secessionist conflict where ethnic Somalis in the Northern 

Frontier District of Kenya attempted to secede from Kenya to join the greater 

Somalia.  Both states engage in positive relations because they are very keen on the 

stability of Somalia and hence both have troops in AMISOM for this purpose” 

(KY3, telephone interview, 6/02/2019). 

Informant KY3 tends to agree with the opinion of Whittaker (2008) who argues that before 

1963, the biggest concern that would influence Kenya’s foreign relations was the desire by 

the Somalis in the Northern Frontier District to join the Somalia government. Between 

1963 and 1968 the newly independent Kenyan state was faced by a secessionist insurgency 

of ethnic Somalis living within Kenya who wanted to be identified with the “greater 

Somalia” ideal. Ethiopia on the other hand had its Ogaden region being claimed by 

Somalia. As early as 1954, Somalia and Ethiopia were already hostile neighbors engaged 

in territorial skirmishes. The result was the need for the establishment of a common 
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approach to deal with the external aggression from the Somali states and Somalia 

nationalism that also became violent towards both Kenya and Ethiopia.  

The core of the Kenya-Ethiopia Defense Pact, which has been renewed consistently over 

the years, is significantly based on either country coming to the aid of the other in case of 

an attack from a third party thus resulting into a united response should Somalia attack 

either of them.  In the same spirit, today both Kenyan and Ethiopian troops are in Somalia 

to contain the Al-Shabaab militant group. Therefore, the need for stability in the region, 

especially from security threats, is a factor that has been at the heart of the relations between 

the two states, driving positive engagements between them.  

The findings established that the second factor which is tied to security is cross border 

conflicts. According to KY9 who is a Foreign Service Officer at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs in Kenya:  

“The cross-border conflicts mostly emerging from the cattle rustling communities 

living near the border as well as the Lake Turkana region also enhanced the 

relations” (Informant KY9, interview at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 

14/01/2019).  

 According to KY12, a Colonel in the Kenya Defense Forces:  

“Poor infrastructure, low literacy level of the natives, and a high poverty index 

are the main characteristics of these cross-border regions thereby encouraging 

conflicts. The locals are mostly nomadic pastoralists and since they are not 

confined to one particular state, they often cross over to Ethiopia and vice versa” 

(KY12, a Colonel in the Kenya Defense Forces, 18/01/2019).  

Informant KY12 tends to agree with Abebe (2010) who opines that after 1991 Kenya’s 

relations with Ethiopia experienced some problems due to cross-boundary conflicts 

between the border communities. According to Abebe (2010), on many occasions, these 
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movements often result into resource-based conflicts as they look for water and pasture 

for their animals.  The conflict prevention mechanism of the locals is very weak since 

the locals rely on traditional methods of conflict resolution other than state intervention.  

Merhatsidk (2011) notes that the existence of peace committees which are groups 

formed between warring communities with a view of enhancing peace seems not to 

bear much fruit due to poor communication as well as poor linkages with the local 

authorities. Positive relations between the two states, Kenya and Ethiopia were desired 

because of the need to stop these conflicts. Respondent KY2 opines that:  

“In particular, the Kenyan government has been involved significantly in programs 

aimed at stopping the issue of cattle rustling, disease control and controlling the 

Oromo Liberation movement along the Kenya-Ethiopia border. In turn, Ethiopia 

has allowed Kenya to benefit from the free cross-border trade and the joint security 

initiatives, which has created a win-win situation for the two states” (Respondent 

KY2, interview at Kikuyu, 1/02/2019). 

However, we cannot ignore the fact that both Kenya and Ethiopia have been making efforts 

to mitigate the cross-border conflicts. KY8 who is a Foreign Service Cadet in the 

department of Africa notes that:  

‘The 2006 agreement signed by Kenya and Ethiopia played a key role in 

minimizing cross-border conflicts” (KY8, interview at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs on 14/02/2019). 

 According to a report by UNOCHA (2006), in the year 2006 Kenya and Ethiopia signed 

an agreement to work jointly to create situations of free movement of citizens of both states 

in the common border area. The agreement was signed at Adama town of South Ethiopia’s 

Oromia State after a two-day meeting of Ethio-Kenya Joint Administration Commission. 

The two sides agreed to strengthen cooperation, to maintain peace and security and to halt 
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anti-peace forces in the border areas. They observed that tribal conflicts had been 

minimized due to strengthening the cross-border committees. KY8 further explained that: 

 “The cross-border initiative launched by Kenya and Ethiopia with the help of UN, 

EU, AU and IGAD has also improved the situation at the Kenya-Ethiopia border. 

This initiative is aimed at fostering peace and sustainable development around 

Marsabit County in Kenya and Borana/Dawa Zones of Ethiopia by improving the 

socio-economic status of the locals around the boundary area” (KY8, interview at 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 14/02/2019). 

Kenya and Ethiopia have a common border that stretches to a length of up to 

approximately 779 kilometers thereby cutting across four counties on the Kenyan side 

namely: Mandera, Marsabit, Wajir and Turkana and Dawa and Borana regions on the 

Ethiopian side. The Kenya-Ethiopia border region is an area that experiences a lot of 

conflicts due to the fact that there exists no binding legal framework that regulates the use 

of the available resources by the communities living in the area. The area is known for 

sporadic conflicts stemming from shared resources such as water and pasture given that 

most of the inhabitants at the border area practice nomadic pastoralism as a source of their 

livelihood. The proximity of the border area to the respective capital cities of Kenya and 

Ethiopia seems to have contributed immensely to the low development in the area which 

in turn has led to poor education as well as increased poverty levels. Poor development of 

a region often goes hand in hand with sticking to cultural practices that often infringe on 

other people’s rights such as cattle rustling. Since the cross border conflicts affect both 

Kenya and Ethiopia, it was imperative that the two countries join hands in fighting this vice 

that has often resulted into massive killings and loss of property. 
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The study holds that another factor that determines the positive relations between Kenya 

and Ethiopia is the need to foster positive economic development and trade between the 

two states.  Both Kenya’s foreign policy and Ethiopia’s foreign policy share regional 

integration and Pan –Africanism as one of their key guiding principles that is aimed at 

unifying people of African descent while at the same time boosting them economically. In 

this regard, Kenya and Ethiopia opted to strengthen their economic ties through improving 

on the road and rail network to facilitate movement of commodities and people from one 

country to another as well as encouraging trade and investment across borders.  Informant 

KY7 asserts that:  

“One of the critical issues is the fact that Ethiopia is a landlocked state, and hence, 

there was a need for collaboration. Ethiopia has a population of 100 million people, 

and hence, the need to access the coastline to facilitate the movement of goods was 

critical. Kenya on the other hand needed the market of the 100 million Ethiopians 

to be able to grow economically. Kenya was also interested in benefitting from the 

lower tariffs and lower energy cost provided by Ethiopia’s Grand Renaissance 

Dam, an aspect that is critical for industrialization” (KY7, Kikuyu, 1/02/2019).  

Makinda (1985) and Onyango (1995) agree with Informant KY2 since they opine that trade 

played a pivotal role in enhancing cordial diplomatic relations between Kenya and 

Ethiopia.  They further explain that Kenya and Ethiopia discovered the need to work 

closely in order to reap maximum benefits of intra-African trade. Kenya seems to be more 

grounded in the manufacturing sector as compared to Ethiopia. Ethiopia on the other hand 

is in a position to supply the entire region with affordable energy which Kenya is in dire 

need of since it is aspiring to boost its industries. Kenya also benefits more from exporting 

its goods to Ethiopia since it has a ready market of about 100 million people. Clearly, 

Kenya and Ethiopia needed to establish strong economic ties that would strengthen their 
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economic standing in the East African region and beyond. Informant KY4 who was 

Kenya’s ambassador to Ethiopia states that: 

 “It is for the sake of enhancing trade and economic development that the LAPPSET 

project which is a regional flagship project aimed at providing seamless 

connectivity between Kenya, Ethiopia and South Sudan was launched since it was 

going to ease the delivery of goods from Mombasa to Ethiopia and I had the honour 

to initiate the project before leaving the office” (Informant KY4, Westlands, 

19/02/2019).  

Informant KY4 seems to validate the sentiments of Alemneh (2017) who in his study on 

Economic Integration in East Africa argues that poor Kenya-Ethiopia trade relations was 

occasioned by poor infrastructure and different economic policies thereby leading to an 

increase in contraband trade which results into loss of revenue for both Kenya and Ethiopia. 

Apparently, findings indicate that the trade between Kenya and Ethiopia was highest across 

the Moyale border. Kenyans visiting Ethiopia do not need to have a visa and vice versa, 

which has been done to support trade between the two nations.  Informant KY11, a Retired 

Brigadier in the Kenya Armed Forces confirmed this by saying:  

“The border in Moyale is porous; therefore, civilians from either Kenya or Ethiopia 

walk freely across the border without any restrictions. I think that is aimed at 

enhancing cross- border trade. In fact, Moyale is divided into two; there is Moyale 

Ethiopia and Moyale Kenya and leather items such as shoes and jackets in Moyale 

Ethiopia are usually much cheaper. Therefore, Kenyans usually cross over to 

Moyale Ethiopia to buy them” (Informant KY11, telephone interview, 6/3/2019).  

Due to the realization of the fact that both states can benefit from trade across borders, 

Kenya and Ethiopia have made a deliberate effort to foster positive relations with a view 

of enhancing trade. However, unfavorable trade policies and lack of transparency 

especially on the Ethiopia’s side has proved to be a hindrance to the effort to promote 

robust trade relations between Kenya and Ethiopia. Traders who do business across the 
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border also face challenges due to lack of a proper formal trade agreement between Kenya 

and Ethiopia. The challenges include: Poor infrastructure, civil conflicts, market 

dominance by brokers, high taxes by Ethiopia on food products being exported to Kenya 

and occasional export bans on food products by the Ethiopian government. 

A close analysis of the findings demonstrates that friendship between leaders of both Kenya 

and Ethiopia is also a factor that has facilitated the process of enhancing Kenya’s bilateral 

relations with Ethiopia. Informant KY1 contends that: 

“Emperor Haile Selassie was a great friend of President Jomo Kenyatta as 

evidenced by their visits and support for each other during times of crisis. Their 

friendship is what became the foundation of bilateral relations between Kenya and 

Ethiopia because the rest of the leaders had no choice but to follow the footsteps of 

their predecessors” (KY1, Foreign Service Academy, 14/01/2019).  

The sentiments of Informant KY1 are in tandem with Muller (1997) who observes that the 

aim of a state in its interactions with other states depends on its inner social structure and 

the formation of political authority within it. Precisely, the class that exerts state control 

outlines foreign policy by its interests although this may be interpreted as the interests of 

the whole nation. Yuri Van Hoef (2017) in his paper on Friendship and Foreign Policy 

asserts that the practices that demonstrate friendship among leaders of states include: 

Providing privileged or specialized access as well as solidarity and support in times of 

need. Celebrating and appreciating each other together with exchanging gifts are also 

strong pillars of friendship. According to Jeremy Murray-Brown, a biographer, as a way of 

celebrating Emperor Haile Selassie’s victory President Jomo Kenyatta kept the Ethiopian 

flag in his room at London’s Quaker College where he was studying after Haile Selassie 

was declared the emperor having resisted colonization of Ethiopia by Italy. Kenya’s 
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founding father President Jomo Kenyatta valued Emperor Haile Selassie so much that he 

invited him as the first dignitary in the Jamhuri day celebrations in 1964 during which he 

instructed that President William Tubman of Liberia stays under ship arrest until the 

emperor was done with his state visit.  

On the other hand, the emperor handed a white dog to President Jomo Kenyatta who hated 

pets as a gift but due to their solid friendship, President Jomo Kenyatta loved the dog so 

much that he bought it a Mercedes 280s where it sat on the back left while being 

chauffeured by its own driver, as revealed by Lee Njiru who was an officer at the State 

House.  President Jomo Kenyatta had very few friends and he made two foreign trips only 

during his tenure. The first trip was to Britain where he was manhandled on the streets by 

John Tyndall, the former Secretary of the British National Socialist Party in July 1964 and 

the second trip was when he went to Ethiopia where fighter jets displayed his name 

‘JOMO’ in the sky in 1969. Emperor Haile Selassie also supported President Jomo 

Kenyatta’s family so much when he was imprisoned, a clear indication of their solid 

friendship.  The solid friendship between President Jomo Kenyatta and Emperor Haile 

Selassie, who are termed as the founding fathers of Kenya and Ethiopia respectively, 

formed a strong foundation upon which Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia was built. 

It is on the same basis that their successors had to consider Kenya and Ethiopia as brothers 

and work towards fostering their bilateral relations in the area of security and economic 

development.  

In conclusion, the need to solve mutual problems such as cross-border conflicts    resulting 

from environmental concerns around Lake Turkana and along the Kenya-Ethiopia border 

as well as the effort to eliminate militant groups in Somalia such as Al-Shabaab coupled 
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with the need to improve trade and economic development between the two states as well 

as leadership, stood out as the key factors that have helped to build positive relations 

between Ethiopia and Kenya. Having understood the value of these relations, the 

diplomatic missions sought out to ensure that there was a positive diplomatic environment 

that was important in helping improve the social and economic conditions of both states. 

4.2.2.1 Ranking the Determinants of Kenya’s Foreign Policy towards Ethiopia in 

Terms of Significance from 1963-2020 

 

Figure 3: Ranking of the Determinants of Kenya-Ethiopia Relations in the Order of 

Significance 

In this study, it was established that the main determinants of Kenya-Ethiopia relations 

were security, economic development and leadership. 50% of the 30 informants 

interviewed strongly agreed that security was a common major concern between Kenya 
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and Ethiopia which led to their cordial relations. The sentiments of the 15 informants echo 

Omolo (2009) who contends that Kenya’s foreign policy is based on: respect for the 

integrity of other nations as well as maintaining of national security.  On the same note, 

Ahmed (2016) opines that the guiding standards of Kenya’s foreign policy are: Peaceful 

relations with other states, solving of contentions peacefully, respect for territorial 

integrity. 

Economic development came second at 40% as one of the key factors that enhanced the 

relations between Kenya and Ethiopia. The sentiments of 12 of the 30 informants resonate 

with those of Onyango (1995) who states that despite the change of leadership in both 

Kenya and Ethiopia between 1963 and 2020, economic prowess continued to characterize 

their co-operation and foreign relations. 

5% of the informants which is 1 of the 30 informants felt that political organization 

(leadership) must have also contributed to the cordial relations between the two states by 

specifically highlighting the friendship between President Jomo Kenyatta and Emperor 

Haile Selassie. The one informant concurs with Belete (2005) who contends that bilateral 

relations between Kenya and Ethiopia during the Haile Selassie era were based on friendly 

cooperation. 

As indicated in the previous discussion, the need to solve mutual problems, conflicts and 

security issues as well as the need to foster economic development between the two nations 

were identified as critical determinants of the relations between the two states. However, 

while all the issues were necessary for the two states, it is possible to rank them in order of 

importance.  
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In 50% of the responses received, the issue of solving the conflicts and security threats 

emerged as a core issue that shaped Ethiopia-Kenya Foreign policy relations. In particular, 

conflicts caused by Somalia’s aggression, cross-border conflicts between the communities 

staying at the Kenya-Ethiopia border driven by cattle rustling as well as water and pasture 

scarcity have all been mentioned as very important. Thus, these issues needed to be 

addressed through a joint approach between the two states, and hence, they needed to come 

together to improve the stability of both states. The issue of Somalia in particular, and 

South Sudan proved a critical rallying point for both states to find ways to work together 

to improve their wellbeing. As two frontier states to both Somalia and South Sudan, Kenya 

and Ethiopia tend to shoulder most of the burden of refugees as well as external aggression 

from Somalia.  

According the UNHCR Population Statistics Reference Database, by the year 2010, Kenya 

was hosting approximately 337,000 refugees from Somalia while Ethiopia was hosting 

about 240,000 refugees from Somalia. In order to contain the situation, Kenya and Ethiopia 

signed a Defense Pact where they promised to support each other to fight a common enemy 

who is Somalia. In the same vein, both states sent their troops to Somalia under the 

umbrella of AMISOM to fight the Alshabaab. Both Kenya and Ethiopia played a key role 

in the peace processes both in Somalia and South Sudan. Ethiopian leaders went to Somalia 

in 2006 and Kenyan leaders went in 2011 to prevent the state from collapsing and to try 

and establish regional peace and a framework that can allow a lot more peaceful 

engagements in the region. 
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Secondly, having tried to solve the issues of conflict and security, another issue of 

importance in terms of rank has been the issue of trade and economic development of both 

states. Both states place importance on trade given that Ethiopia, for instance, needs goods 

to be delivered to the state through the Kenyan coast because of the state being landlocked. 

Therefore, of crucial importance has been the need for both governments to support trade 

and hence the establishment of free cross-border trade between Kenya and Ethiopia 

through the signing of an agreement in 2014. The agreement was aimed at creating 

opportunities for communities at the borders of the two states in order to create stability 

and security. Additionally, the LAPPSET project, the Railway from Kenya to Ethiopia and 

the pipeline infrastructure projects have been perceived as avenues to foster cross border 

trade that is important for the two states.  

Overall, from the study findings, it seems that security and economic factors have been 

given significant priority by Kenya and Ethiopia as aspects that calls for the development 

of mutually cooperative relations in order to enhance success. While others, such as 

political organization (leadership), International/Regional Organizations and history have 

also been considered, they have not been given much priority in comparison to these two 

issues. Security came top on the list of priority since it also dictates the economic 

development of an area. Where there is insecurity economic development which entails 

trade is likely not to take place smoothly. Security and economic development are 

important as demonstrated by the over 30 bilateral agreements, foreign policy documents, 

and pacts that have been developed in support of these issues. 
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4.2.3 Bilateral Trade Relations between Kenya and Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020 

This sub-section presents findings with regard to the extent to which the principle of 

reprocity has been upheld in the trade relations between Kenya and Ethiopia from 1963 to 

2020. The findings reveal an imbalance in the trade relations as occasioned by a number of 

factors such as high tariffs and a number of restrictions by the Ethiopian government which 

prevent foreign countries from investing whereas Kenya does not have many restrictions 

thereby allowing all investors and especially those from East Africa to invest as much as 

they would like. 

4.2.3.1 Bilateral Trade Figures between Kenya and Ethiopia 

Table 4: Kenya Exports to Ethiopia and Imports from Ethiopia from 2001 to 2010 

(Values in USD) 

  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Kenya exports 

to Ethiopia 

25,734 11,786 35,980 26,002 33,575 50,902 51,027 63,915 55,882 55,310 

Kenya imports 

from Ethiopia 

911 256 293 0 848 1,681 2,165 2,908 3,081 964 

Source: International Trade Centre Database 
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Source: International Trade Centre Database 

Figure 4:  Kenya Exports to Ethiopia and Kenya Imports from Ethiopia from 2001 

to 2010 

 

Table 4 and Figure 3 clearly demonstrate that there is a significant improvement on the 

exports from Kenya to Ethiopia with the lowest being commodities worth 11,786 USD in 

the year 2002 and the highest being 55,882 USD in 2009. However, the value of 

commodities that Kenya imports from Ethiopia has considerably remained low with the 

highest in a span of nine years being 3,081 USD in the year 2009 and the lowest being 0 in 

2004. This is an indication that Kenya seems to be the greatest beneficiary of the trade 

relations between Kenya and Ethiopia. Indeed, Kenya gets a large market from the about 

100 million Ethiopians. However, that is not an indicator of excellent trade relations 

between Kenya and Ethiopia given that Kenya exercises an open-door policy that allows 

Ethiopians to set up businesses in Kenya easily whereas Ethiopia imposes many restrictions 

that prioritize the locals over Kenyans while setting up businesses. The tables below give 

a summary of the goods that Kenya imports from Ethiopia and those that Kenya exports to 

Ethiopia. 
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Table 1: Kenya’s Imports from and Exports to Ethiopia 

  Imports Exports 

1 Maize/corn Insecticides 

2 Cane Medicine 

3 Vegetables Stationary 

4 Textile Petroleum oils 

5 Beverages Detergents 

6 Woven fabrics Rubber products 

7 Aircraft parts Shoe polish and wax 

8 Alcohol Plastic items 

9 Live plants Household items 

10 Cement Beauty products 

11 Clothing accessories Animal/vegetable oils 

12  Live animals 

Source: International Trade Centre Database 2018, Compiled by EPC 

 

4.2.3.2 Perspectives from Ethiopians Residing in Kenya about Kenya-Ethiopia 

Relations  

In order to understand Kenya- Ethiopian relations better, the study gathered sentiments 

from Ethiopian nationals residing in Kenya. The Ethiopian informants interviewed have 

lived in Kenya for varying period of years and are found in diverse sectors such as business 

and employment.  This was aimed at understanding their experience and their opinion 

about Kenya. 
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Figure 5: Ethiopian Informants’ Response to the Question about their Experience in 

Kenya 

Data was collected through face-to-face interviews of a total of 8 Ethiopian informants who 

were interviewed with the guideline of a set of questions about their experience in Kenya 

from the time they migrated into Kenya. From the findings, 75% of the informants 

indicated that their experience in Kenya was “very good” and “very comfortable.” This is 

because they were able to transact any form of business without many restrictions. 12% of 

the informants said that they had a good experience in Kenya whereas the other 13% 

evaded the question.  All the 8 informants had stayed in Kenya for 2 to 18 years, indicating 

a long history of stay in Kenya. An informant aged 32 who is a freelance Amharic translator 

particularly mentioned that he found Kenya “welcoming and a nice place to stay” while a 

40-year-old Ethiopian businessman in Eastleigh mentioned that it was “quite an interesting 

and affordable place to stay.” On the contrary, another informant aged 27 stated that “So 
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far my experience in Kenya has been good apart from the high cost of living”. Another 

respondent was non-committal on his experience in Kenya raising suspicions that probably 

he could be an illegal immigrant since an informant who is a retired Brigadier from the 

Kenya Defense Forces had mentioned that Kenya has a number of Ethiopian illegal 

immigrants who tend to use Kenya as a transit route to countries such as South Africa.  

“Most of the Ethiopian refugees in Kenya presently are usually illegal immigrants 

who are on transit to a third country which is mostly South Africa with an aim of 

getting greener pastures” (KY11, telephone interview). 

Informant KY11 confirms findings of Merhatsidk (2011) who observed that Ethiopian 

illegal immigrants find it easier to use the route of Kenya-Tanzania-Mozambique-South 

Africa than Somali-Yemen-Saudi Arabia or Sudan- Libya- Italy-South Africa because of 

the security threats on the way.  

Overall, the majority of the participants indicated that they had positive experiences in 

Kenya. Most of them indicated having a comfortable stay free from all manner of 

discrimination or victimization, which is an indication that they really had a positive 

attitude towards Kenya because they were being treated fairly by both Kenyan citizens and 

the Kenyan authorities.  The fact that they were given equal rights with Kenyan citizens 

made them feel at home and thus appreciate the cordial relations between Kenya and 

Ethiopia. 
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Figure 6: Source of Livelihood for Ethiopians Living in Kenya 

Informants were asked whether they had any business in Kenya and from the findings, it 

was established that about 4 of the informants which makes 50% of those surveyed 

indicated that they owned one form of business or the other which entailed selling of goods 

and services in Nairobi town. In particular, they owned businesses such as electronic shops, 

boutiques especially in Eastleigh, cosmetic shops, restaurants such as Habesha, Abyssinia, 

and Awash Restaurants among others. Among those interviewed 1 which makes up for 

12% of the 8 informants that were interviewed was selling his services as a freelance 

translator of Amharic language.  Other 2 informants i.e., 25% were employees of various 

multinational companies and NGOs in Kenya and 1 i.e., 13% was not willing to disclose 

his source of livelihood. From this perspective, it can be argued that the friendly relations 

between the two states provide an essential environment that supports Ethiopians to reside 

and work in Kenya.   
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Figure 7: Feedback on Kenyan-owned Businesses in Ethiopia 

The 8 Ethiopian informants were asked a question on whether there were businesses owned 

by Kenyans in Ethiopia. In response to that question, 75% which are 6 informants said they 

have never come across a business owned by a Kenyan in Ethiopia. Among the 75% some 

in fact chose not to elaborate their response to that question probably because it exposed 

the inequality between how Kenyan entrepreneurs are handled in Ethiopia and how 

Ethiopian entrepreneurs are handled in Kenya. 25% which are only 2 of the informants said 

that Kenyans own businesses in Ethiopia, a fact that seems to be disputed by most of the 

Kenyan entrepreneurs. 
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4.2.3.2 Kenyans’ Experience in Ethiopia  

 

Figure 8: Kenyans’ Experience in Ethiopia 

Data on the experience of Kenyans in Ethiopia was collected through face-to-face 

interviews. 8 Kenyans were interviewed on their opinion about their stay in Ethiopia. 75% 

which are 6 of them said their stay was very good whereas 25% which are 2 of them said 

that their stay in Ethiopia was just good. None of them mentioned having had a bad 

experience in their stay in Ethiopia. Informant KY14 aged 45 who works for a 

multinational company based in Ethiopia said:  

“I have really enjoyed my stay in Ethiopia. I have never experienced any form of 

discrimination as an individual since I came to Ethiopia 8 years ago” (KY14, 

telephone interview on 23/05/2019).  
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Another Kenyan informant KY15 aged 30 who is a teacher in Ethiopia had the following 

to say:  

“Ethiopia is a good country to stay in. I am very comfortable. Tension in Ethiopia 

only comes up due to politics but the Ethiopians are generally good people” (KY15, 

telephone interview on 23/05/2019).  

On the other hand, all the 8 Kenyans interviewed were employed and they complained 

about the complexity of setting up a business in Ethiopia. All of them had gone to Ethiopia 

as expatriates in different sectors that include: Engineering, Teaching, Diplomacy, 

Information Technology as well as International and Regional Organizations. Informant 

KY16, a 35-year-old Kenyan entrepreneur particularly said, 

“I have been trying to set up an IT related business in Ethiopia for the last two and 

a half years with no success” (KY16, telephone interview on 23/05/2019). 

 He particularly cited the repatriation of funds, the cost of setting up a business as well as 

a lot of bureaucracy as some of the reasons that either slow down or eventually hinder the 

entire process. Another 45-year-old Kenyan informant KY17 who is an entrepreneur living 

in Ethiopia and working there as an engineer opines that: 

“In order to succeed in starting a business in Ethiopia, one needs to do it in 

partnership with the natives or else, as an individual from Kenya it’s impossible” 

(KY17, telephone interview on 23/05/2019).  

According to Giustini et al. (2020), Ethiopian House of the People’s representatives 

adopted a new investment law on 30th January 2020 that entailed a rule that demands that 

any investor from a foreign country should apportion at least a capital of USD 200,000 for 

one investment project. In case the foreign investor has a partnership business with a local 

investor, the minimum capital required reduces to USD 150,000; and if the investment is 
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in the line of architecture or engineering or in relation to technical consultancy services or 

publishing works, the capital needed reduces to USD 100,000 or to USD 50,000, 

respectively, depending on if the foreign investor is planning to run the business alone or 

in partnership with a local investor. 

A different Kenyan informant KY18 aged 40 also raised similar sentiments and went to an 

extent of giving an example of the Safaricom deal of venturing into the Ethiopian market 

that backfired. On asking him on whether Kenya Commercial Bank and Equity Bank have 

succeeded in establishing branches in Ethiopia, this is what he had to say: 

“They only have representative offices. All the full-fledged banks are owned by 

Ethiopians” (KY18, telephone interview on 23/05/2019). 

 In an interview with a different informant KY19 aged 47, an entrepreneur who has stayed 

in Ethiopia for about seven years highlighted the issue of capital as well as some 

unfavorable policies that barred foreigners including Kenyans from investing in Ethiopia.  

“You need minimum capital of 60,000USD to be able to start a partnership business 

with a local investor. Not all business ventures are open to foreigners; some are a 

reserve for the locals” (KY19, telephone interview on 23/05/2019).  

He also mentioned the fact that once a foreigner invests in Ethiopia, it becomes very 

difficult to wire money back to his country. The views from Kenyans definitely cast a 

shadow on whether the principle of reciprocity is being upheld faithfully by both parties. 
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CHAPTER FIVE  

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

The chapter reviews the key findings based on the three objectives set out at the start of the 

study and gives a conclusion of the findings as well as recommendations that will be useful 

in policy making and further research. 

5.1 Summary of Findings 

5.1.1 Nature of the Diplomatic Relations between Kenya and Ethiopia between 

1963-2020 

The findings established that Kenya and Ethiopia diplomatic relations could be described 

as cordial and this is built on the close relations that the two states have enjoyed and the 

support that they have given each other. While there were some frosty relations between 

Kenya and Ethiopia resulting from cross border conflicts, this did not stop the two states 

from working together on matters related to security and their economic development. 

Instead, it further improved the diplomatic ties between them. 

Previous studies indicate that inter-state relations and diplomatic ties have the sole purpose 

of promoting interests of the states across all spheres, be it economic, cultural, and 

environmental or security. From the perspective of international relations, matters are often 

viewed in a different light, taking into consideration the issue of reciprocity. Thus, while 

Ethiopia and Kenya have strived to build stronger diplomatic ties over a long period, the 

same has not been easy as both states have had to defend their own interests although they 

are expected to be granting an advantage to each other. In short, the good relations between 

Kenya and Ethiopia have been driven in part by the ability of both states to move from self-
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interest to the furtherance of mutually advantageous relations. This has been seen from the 

joint activities that the two states have engaged in that have been at the heart of their 

diplomatic ties such as helping to ensure security in the region as well as collaborating to 

improve infrastructure with a view of enhancing the economic development of both states.  

However, incidences were cited where the principle of reciprocity seemed not to have been 

adhered to especially on matters of trade. 

5.1.2 Factors behind Kenya and Ethiopia Diplomatic Relations from 1963- 2020  

The findings of the study indicate that economic development and the need to solve mutual 

problems such as security threats from neighboring countries like Somalia and cross-border 

conflicts as well as leadership are the key factors that have helped to build positive relations 

between Ethiopia and Kenya. Having understood the value of these relations, the 

diplomatic missions sought to ensure that there was a positive diplomatic environment that 

was important in helping improve the social and economic conditions of both states. 

Security stood out as the most significant factor followed by economic development. The 

foreign policy of a state is usually informed by the values, ethics and interest of the state.  

The state is guided by the goals and objectives of development at both national and global 

level. These goals and objectives of national and global development can never be achieved 

without security measures being put in place since once security has been taken care of 

then economic development is bound to set in. There are a number of studies that have 

explored international relations and the issue of security.  However, it should be noted that 

in the context of Kenya and Ethiopia, the need to solve mutual problems such as cross-

border conflicts resulting from environmental concerns around Lake Turkana and along 

the Kenya-Ethiopia border as well as the effort to eliminate militant groups in Somalia such 
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as Al-Shabaab coupled with the need to improve trade and economic development between 

the two states, stood out as the key factors that have helped to build positive relations 

between Ethiopia and Kenya. While there was no threat of interstate conflict and war, there 

were resource-based security challenges arising from the pastoralist communities staying 

at the border between the two states.   The conflicts have continuously posed a threat to 

local peace building efforts and in some situations affected diplomatic relations between 

the two states. However, it is these conflicts that have helped the two states to build stronger 

ties with the aim of solving this problem occurring across their border for the peace and 

wellbeing of their citizenry.  

Secondly, the issue of international trade and economic development has been explored in 

many studies as a key determinant of positive diplomatic relations. Studies have found that 

diplomatic relations often refer to the nature and effectiveness of the interstate relations 

and hence not the formal exchange of ambassadors. Studies have examined the relationship 

between interstate diplomacy and bilateral trade flows and have found that the more 

friendly two states are, the greater their levels of economic exchange. Studies have also 

indicated that hostile and diplomatic relations between two states tend to weaken economic 

ties and also depress the levels of trade and commerce between the states. Thus, from 

previous studies, when a given state is faced by a decision to establish a trade partnership 

with another state with whom it has amicable diplomatic relations or with another with 

whom it has unstable ties, the first state tends to be a more attractive and less risky business 

partner.  
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This study established that Kenya and Ethiopia needed to have strong bilateral relations 

since Ethiopia has approximately 100 million inhabitants yet it is landlocked and Ethiopia 

also constructed The Great Renaissance Dam which was geared towards the supply of 

electricity to Ethiopia as well as its neighbors.  Kenya on the other hand discovered that it 

stands to benefit from the supply of affordable power from Ethiopia and the ready market 

of its goods in Ethiopia. It is in the same spirit of economic development that the LAPPSET 

Project was initiated so as to improve connectivity and thus mobility of goods between 

Kenya, Ethiopia and South Sudan.  

Lastly, previous studies have also indicated that states need to understand that relations 

cannot just be built between two states without the individuals or public figures taking part. 

In particular, improving relations between states is viewed as a means of protecting their 

interests. This takes place through exchange of official visits at all levels, from ministers 

and heads of states and governments to top civil servants.  Leadership came up as the third 

factor in fostering bilateral relations between Kenya and Ethiopia. In the Kenya and 

Ethiopia context, it has been observed that the friendship between the heads of the two 

states and their visits have played a pivotal role in cementing the relations between Kenya 

and Ethiopia. President Jomo Kenyatta was a close ally of Emperor Haile Selassie to an 

extent of him naming one of the main avenues in Nairobi after him. The same good 

friendship among Kenyan and Ethiopian leaders saw President Mwai Kibaki develop good 

relations with his counterpart the late Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, a friendship 

that resulted in the construction of the LAPSSET Project. Therefore, improving bilateral 

relations between the two states has been possible through public figures that make up 

public opinion, helping to support the growth of diplomatic ties between the states. 
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5.1.3 Bilateral Trade Relations between Kenya and Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020 

The findings of this study revealed some loopholes in the trade relations between Kenya 

and Ethiopia. The trade relations between Kenya and Ethiopia were interfered with to some 

extent by some unfavorable trade policies especially on the side of Ethiopia. These policies 

are particularly aimed at protecting Ethiopia’s local industries but they are often interpreted 

by Kenya as lack of transparency in their dealings. Kenya abides by the spirit of Pan-

Africanism as demonstrated by opening doors wider to regional economic partners. 

However, Ethiopia who is Kenya’s key economic partner in the East African region 

imposes many restrictions on investment that often discourage Kenyans from investing in 

Ethiopia. Therefore, contraband trade across the borders seemed to be at an advanced level 

thereby resulting into loss of revenue for both Kenya and Ethiopia. Kenya and Ethiopia 

have made economic gains in the line of infrastructural development and export and 

imports, however, when it comes to Kenyans investing in Ethiopia, they are often hindered 

by unfriendly trade policies. 

5. 2 Conclusion  

Opportunities have occurred for both Kenya and Ethiopia to improve relations, particularly 

on economic growth, power supply, together with accessibility of broader markets. Despite 

the above, not many studies have been conducted on Kenya’s foreign policy towards 

Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020. This study explored the nature and factors that determine 

Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020. This study also sought to 

analyze the extent to which fair and equitable bilateral trade relations between Kenya and 

Ethiopia have been promoted from 1963 to 2020.  
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The first objective of this study was to explore the nature of diplomatic relations between 

Kenya and Ethiopia from 1963 to 2020. The study concludes that the two states’ diplomatic 

relations could be described as cordial and this is built on the close relations that Kenya 

and Ethiopia have enjoyed and the support that they have given each other. While there 

were some frosty relations between Kenya and Ethiopia, this did not stop them from 

working together on matters related to security and their economic development which 

further improved their diplomatic ties.  

The second objective was to examine factors behind Kenya and Ethiopia diplomatic 

relations from 1963 to 2020. This study concludes that the issue of trade and economic 

development, the need to solve mutual problems such as security at the border of the two 

states as well as leadership have been among factors that have helped to build positive 

relations between Ethiopia and Kenya. In the third objective the study was to analyze the 

extent to which fair and equitable bilateral trade relations between Kenya and Ethiopia 

have been promoted from 1963 to 2020. The findings of this study conclude that at the 

heart of interstate relations there are interests of each state that have to be given priority 

and at times these interests can be influenced by the relationship between the respective 

leaders. From the perspective of international relations, matters are often viewed in 

different light, taking into consideration the issue of reciprocity.  

The different investment policies upheld by Kenya and Ethiopia are a clear indication of 

how each state prioritizes its interests. Thus, while Kenya and Ethiopia have strived to 

build stronger diplomatic ties over a long period, the same has not been easy as both states 

have had to defend their own interests although they are expected to be granting an 

advantage to each other. In short, the good relations between Kenya and Ethiopia have 
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been driven in part by the ability of both states to move from self-interest to the furtherance 

of mutually advantageous relations. 

The findings of the discussion have established support for the growing importance of 

diplomatic relations and how they can be built. Additionally, factors such as the issue of 

security and the need for economic development are at the heart of diplomatic ties. From 

the findings of this study, the growing positive relations between Kenya and Ethiopia is 

routed in academic discourse and hence this study is important because of the contribution 

it makes in enhancing the understanding of diplomatic relations and how such ties can be 

built. 

5.3 Recommendations 

From these research findings, Kenya and Ethiopia seemed to have cordial relations. 

However, a few indicators of frosty relations between Kenya and Ethiopia came up 

especially on trade between the two states. Kenya is hinged on an open-door policy that 

encourages foreigners including Ethiopians to invest in Kenya without many restrictions. 

However Kenyan entrepreneurs find it difficult to invest in Ethiopia due to non-tariff 

barriers. This is interpreted by a number of scholars as an imbalance that could be as a 

result of fear for competition although in real sense Ethiopia is doing so to protect its local 

industries. Ethiopia will definitely reap more from the private sector if it opens its doors to 

regional investors like Kenya. Furthermore, Kenya and Ethiopia ought to consider 

harmonizing their trade policies as a roadmap to free and fair trade between them. Kenya’s 

foreign policy is based on maintaining amicable relations with neighboring states, a 

principle which at times may not necessarily lead to mutually beneficial relations. Kenya 

with the help of regional bodies such as EAC, AU and IGAD needs to adopt a more 
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dynamic foreign policy that will accommodate the evolving regional events in order to 

foster bilateral trade relations with other states such as Ethiopia. 

5.5 Recommendation for Further Research 

There is need for further research on whether the principle of reciprocity is being upheld 

in equal measure by both Kenya and Ethiopia. A detailed study on Ethiopia’s investment 

policies and how they impact on its relations with neighboring states in the region is also 

required since it will serve to inform foreign policy decisions by both Kenya and Ethiopia 

as well as their neighbors. 
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APPENDICES 

A 1 : Questionnaire Cover Letter 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

RE: Research on Kenya’s foreign policy towards Ethiopia, 1963-2020 

This is to let you know that I am a postgraduate student at Kenyatta University, undertaking 

a Master of Arts in International Relations. I wish to research Kenya’s diplomatic relations 

with Ethiopia, 1963-2020. 

There is a list of questions attached which will assist me in analyzing the study. Kindly 

respond to the questions by putting a tick or giving an elaborate explanation where 

applicable to the best of your understanding and be certain that any information given is 

purely for scholarly work and will be handled with the highest confidentiality. No report 

from this study will reveal individual names or any information which is likely to show 

your identity. 

Your co-operation will be highly appreciated, 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Wamalwa Winrose Nafula 
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A 2: Data Collection Instruments 

Semi-Structured Interview Schedule for Government Officials 

INSTRUCTIONS:   

1. Kindly respond to all questions 

2. The interview schedule consists of 7 sections. 

3. Mark with an “X” where relevant 

 NB: All information gathered will be kept confidential. 

SECTION 1: BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 

1. Please indicate your Gender.  Male [     ]  Female [      ] 

2. Please tick the age bracket in which you fall. 

Below 21 years ( )  31-40 years ( ) 

21-30 years ( )   41-50 years ( ) 

51-60 years ( )   Above 60 years ( ) 

3. Position held in the organization _______________________________________ 

4. How long have you worked with the organization? 

Below 3 years (  )  3-7 years (  )  

7-10 years (  )  above 10 years (  ) 

5. How long have you worked with the Ministry or Government? 

Below 3 years (  )  3-7 years (  ) 

7-10 years (  )  above 10 years (  ) 
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SECTION 2: NATURE OF KENYA-ETHIOPIA RELATIONS 

1. What would you say was the nature of Kenya’s diplomatic relations with Ethiopia 

between 1963 and 2020? 

(Tick the appropriate answer) 

Regime Cordial Pragmatic Frosty 

1. President Jomo Kenyatta 

Era(1963-1978) 

   

2. President Daniel Toroitich Arap 

Moi Era(1978-2002) 

   

3. President Emilio Mwai Kibaki 

Era(2003-2010) 

   

4.President Uhuru Muigai Kenyatta 

Era(2013-2020) 

   

 

SECTION 3: DETERMINANTS OF KENYA-ETHIOPIA RELATIONS 

1. What would you describe as the main factors that condition Kenya’s diplomatic 

relations with Ethiopia? 

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 
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2. On a scale of 1-5, tick on the main objectives of Kenya’s diplomatic relations with 

Ethiopia in order of significance. 

Objectives of Kenya’s diplomatic relations 1 2 3 4 5 

To protect Kenya’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.      

To promote sub-regional and regional integration and 

cooperation. 

     

To enhance regional peace and security.      

To advance the economic prosperity of Kenya and her 

people. 

     

To promote and protect the interests of Kenyans abroad.      

 

3. What roles have Kenya and Ethiopia played in IGAD and AMISOM with a view 

of promoting regional peace and economic prosperity? 

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. What peace initiatives have been put in place by Kenya and Ethiopia in order to 

solve cross border conflicts? 

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 
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SECTION 4: ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

IN FOSTERING KENYA-ETHIOPIA RELATIONS 

1. Kindly name the non-state actors and international organizations’ representatives 

who have played a role in resolving Kenya- Ethiopia cross border conflicts. 

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. What role did the above named non-state actors and international organizations’ 

representatives play in fostering Kenya’s diplomatic relations with Ethiopia?  

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

3    What has been the role of regional bodies in fostering economic relations between 

Kenya and Ethiopia? (Kindly name the specific regional organizations) 

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………. 
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SECTION 5:  ROLE OF SOMALIA AND SOUTH SUDAN IN ENHANCING 

KENYA- ETHIOPIA RELATIONS 

1. What was the role of Somalia and Southern Sudan in fostering Kenya –Ethiopia 

relations? 

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

SECTION 6: TREATIES AND PACTS SIGNED BY KENYA AND ETHIOPIA  

1. Which treaties were signed by Kenya and Ethiopia as an initiative to boost their 

relations? 

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

SECTION 7: CHALLENGES FACED BY KENYA AND ETHIOPIA IN THEIR 

RELATIONS 

1. Are there any challenges in Kenya-Ethiopia relations? If so, please mention them. 

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Thank you for your cooperation 
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Semi-Structured Interview Schedule for Kenyans in Ethiopia 

1. For how long have you lived inEthiopia?............................................................ 

2. What is your occupation?…………………………………………………… 

3. Do you have any kind of business in Ethiopia? (If the answer is YES please 

mention the kind of business)……………………………………………………… 

4. How do you find your stay in Ethiopia?............................................................ 

5. Are there Kenyans running businesses in Ethiopia? YES/NO (If the answer is yes 

please mention the kind of businesses) ……………………………………………. 

6. If the answer for questions 5 and 6 is NO then explain what could be the reason. 

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

7. Are there Non-Kenyan nationals owning businesses in Ethiopia? ( If the answer is 

YES please mention their country of origin as well as the kind of businesses they 

own). 

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Thank you for your cooperation 
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Semi-Structured Interview Schedule for Ethiopians in Kenya 

1. For how long have you lived in Kenya?................................................................. 

2. What is your occupation?………………………………………………………... 

3. Do you have any kind of business in Kenya?(If the answer is YES please mention 

the kind of business)……………………………………………………………… 

4. How do you find your stay in Kenya?.................................................................... 

5. Are there Kenyans running businesses in Ethiopia? YES/NO (If the answer is yes 

please mention the kind of businesses)…………………………………………… 

6. If the answer for questions 5 and 6 is NO then explain what could be the reason. 

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

7. Are there Non- Ethiopian nationals owning businesses in Kenya? (If the answer is 

YES please mention their country of origin as well as the kind of businesses they 

own). 

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Thank you for your cooperation 
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A3: Verbatim Reference 

KY1- Oral interview at the Foreign Service Academy on 14/01/2019  

KY2- Oral interview at Kikuyu on 1/02/2019 

KY3-Telephone interview on 6/02/2019 

KY4-Oral interview at Westlands on 19/02/2019  

KY5-Oral interview at the Foreign Service Academy on 14/02/2019  

KY6-Telephone interview on 22/01/2019   

KY7-Oral interview at Kikuyu on 1/02/2019  

KY8-Oral interview at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 14/03/2019 

KY9-Oral interview at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 14/01/2019 

KY10-Oral interview at the Ministry of Foreign affairs on 14/01/2019  

KY11-Telephone interview on 6/3/2019  

KY12-Oral interview at Kikuyu on 14/3/2019 

KY13-Telephone interview on 1/03/2019 
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KY14-Telephone interview on 23/05/2019  

KY15-Telephone interview on 23/05/2019 

KY16-Telephone interview on 23/05/2019 

KY17-Telephone interview on 23/05/2019  

KY18-Telephone interview on 23/05/2019 

KY19-Telephone interview on 23/05/2019  
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A4: Approval of Research Proposal Letter 
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A5: Research License 
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A6: Research Authorization Letter 
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A7: Program and Letter from Ethiopia 
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A8: Photographs of Kenyan and Ethiopian leaders from 1963 to 2020

 

Old friends Embrace. A friendly embrace between President Jomo Kenyatta 

who was Prime Minister then and His Majesty Haile Selassie I, after the latter 

had presented Mr. Kenyatta with the distinguished Order of the Queen of 

Sheba in recognition of his services in the struggle for freedom in Africa. 
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The Emperor poses with President Jomo Kenyatta who was the Prime 

Minister, the Governor General Macdonald and the speakers of the senate of 

the house of representatives Mr. Muigai Chokwe and Mr. Humphrey Slade. 
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Treetops Hotel 

His Majesty Haile Selassie I and President Jomo Kenyatta who was the Prime 

Minister at the time in a group with some of the guests at the foot of the hotel. 

Right to left Dr. Njoroge Mungai, Jomo Kenyatta, Lawrence Sagini, Haile 

Selassie, Achieng’ Aneko among others. 
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The Emperor of Ethiopia with the Prime Minister Jomo Kenyatta and the 

Governor General Mr. M. MacDonald at the New Stanley Hotel where the 

Emperor was hosted for a state dinner. 
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Applause for the Dancers 

The Prime Minister Jomo Kenyatta, Emperor Haile Selassie and Macdonald 

at the Garden Party. 
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President Kibaki receives Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Meles Zenawi at the 

JKIA for a State Visit on 1st March 2012, with him is the former Vice President 

Stephen Kalonzo and the Retired Honorable Prime Minister Raila Odinga. 
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President Uhuru Kenyatta congratulating Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy 

Ahmed for receiving the 2019 Nobel Prize Award. 
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A photo of President Uhuru Kenyatta and Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy 

Ahmed during his two-day visit after The Tigray Crisis. The Prime Minister 

jetted into Kenya to participate in the unveiling of a Border Point in Moyale 

that had been under construction for two years. 

 

-END- 


