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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to look at language instruction and pre-primary school children's
reading readiness. The research was guided by Vygotsky's Sociocultural Theory. The study, which
took place in Vihiga County's Hamisi Sub County, used a descriptive survey research design. The
study chose 72 schools from a total of 238 to represent 30% of the school population. The schools
were sampled using stratified random sampling of divisions to ensure that each division was
represented by at least 18 out of the 72 schools sampled. Purposeful sampling was used to identify
two language teachers from each pre-primary school for the study. One class was observed during
a language session, and five children were assessed in reading using the reading readiness
assessment checklist in 30% of the sampled schools. On the study questions, head teachers and
managers from the sampled schools were interviewed. Questionnaires, an interview schedule, a
reading readiness checklist, and an observation schedule were used to collect data. A pilot research
was conducted by gathering data from the principals and teachers of seven schools in the Vihiga
Sub County. During the pilot investigation, the instrument was administered using the test re-test
approach. The Alpha reliability co-efficient of 0.9 from Cronchbachs convinced the researcher that
the instruments were reliable. Data was analyzed both qualitatively and quantitatively, and
statistical and thematic presentations were made. The study revealed that the success rate of using
the techniques was moderate, with only (47%) of learners in the tested schools being well
equipped in reading readiness. According to the findings, teaching strategy had little or no impact
on learners' reading preparation. The most common teaching and learning resources, according to
the study, are those that are available locally (52.5 percent). The study also established that
teaching a first language encourages the acquisition of a second language (85 percent). As a result,
first language development must be nourished, nurtured, and improved in order to facilitate
English learning, which has a significant impact on reading readiness. The study revealed that the
learners' social environment, educational environment, and family economic situation all had a
significant impact on their language learning and eventual reading readiness (47 percent). The
study therefore concluded that the environment has the greatest impact on pre-primary school
children's reading readiness. Parents are encouraged to enroll their children in pre-primary schools
in order to get the benefits of the first level of education.
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