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ABSTRACT 

QL}:SETQX:R:T?: ‘;Z:u:‘:““y lbal laflccls peaple of every origin. Many human communines 

condition of albinism Hl\d%w ‘m "‘_‘""‘ffi"lu! myths and superstitions that crroncously explain the 

Jed to community challe Lif’ persons living with albinism. !(L‘llflllfl: on erroncous belicls has 

disetiiminats alienges llkg r{lua! attacks, trafficking 1n persons with ullunmw. 

nation and abandonment of children bom with albinisin, among others. Community 

conceptualisation of albinism has therefore become an i Rt 515 erm. The L of 

this study was to find out how }; ore become an issuc of global concern. The purpose © 

to establish the psycho-s ‘“" : 'crcsylm‘nls of Kvml.c County, KL‘{I)’ZA. conceptualise .|Il.>|n|~m and 

albinism. Tt dy ocial implications of this conceptualisation on pcrsnnsbl‘mng. with 

sm. The study employed a descriptive survey design. Purposive and stratified simple 

random sampling techniques were used to obtain a sample of 384 participants. A questionnaire 

was f'“f’ to gather quantitative data, while a Focus Group Discussion schedule was uscd to gather 

quuhm.tlvc_dau The Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 25 was used to aid 

analysis of quantitative data Qualitative data was analysed using the thematic content analysis 

approach. Triangulation based on the integration of quantitative and qualitative data was done, 10 

draw conclusions. To establish conceptualisation of the nature of albinism for the variables of 

age, level of cducation and gender, the data were subjected to descriptive statistical analysis which 

generated pereentages, means and frequencies. The study established that misconceptions of 

albinism were widespread among residents of Kwale County, Kenya. It emerged that education 

level determines how the residents of Kwale County conceptualize albinism. 1L was further 

established that the variables of gender and age had an effect on the conceptualisation of the 

nature of albinism. Misconceptions were found to be higher among male residents of Kwale 

County compared to the female residents. The study found out that most of these misconceptions 

were constructed through cultural beliefs and practices This study reccommends thut awarencss 

programmes be put in place to sensilize communities on the nature and causes of albinism 
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