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ABSTRACT 

alaria is a major killer discase t
hat thrcatens 40% of the world 

population with 

over 80% of the global dis
case burden occurring in Afr

ica south of the Sahara. 

Insecticide treated bed nets have been an ef
fective prophylactic measure in malaria 

control and has shown the potential for preventing malaria morbidity and 

mortality. World Health Organi
sation (WHO) and its development partners have 

particularly recognised insectic
ide treated bed nets (I'TN<) in "

Roll Back Malaria" 

n reducing malaria burden. Even though 

making nets and 
initiative as an effective mcasure i 

ed, adoption of ITNs has been
 slow due to problems in 

and cnsuring that the 
nets are correctly 

advocal 

insecticides available to popu
lations at risk 

used, well maintained and
 routinely treated with inse

cticides. 

This investigation w
as a cross-sectional 

household study aime
d at establishing 

Socio-economic and culral factors that may affect acquisition and proper 

malaria transmission 
in Busia district, western 

utilization of 1TNs in reducing 

ing structured intervi
ews. 

Kenya. The data we
re collected from 36

0 respondents usi 

discussions and obs
ervations then analy

sed using Statistical
 Package 

focus group 

for Social Scienc
e (SPSS). 

The results of the
 study indicate tha

t while adults rath
er than children we

re more 

a bed net in the 
household, 

more than one 
bed net pre: 

pregnant women 
were more likely t

o sleep 

likely 1o use scnted a slightly h
igher 

under a net. 
Households w

ith



west chance 
o] i . 
pportunity for the child to use

 it People sleeping on mals had th
e lo 

SR 
£ using a bed net even when it was to be 

provided frec of charge 

nd woke up before and after 
mosquito peak biting hours. 

Most households slept a 

creby reducing 

Thereft ereforc, bed nets are able to 
reduce mosquito-man_ contact th 

malari issi 
i 

a transmission and consc
quently malaria burden in 

the arca. 

o nets was very lo
w and could be attributed to use of 

Coverage of mosqui
 

s that bed nets ar
¢ Juxuries 

traditional and modem
), perception 

mosquito repellan
ts ( 

ablc funds to buy 
bed nets. 

rather than health 
maintenance items a

nd lack of avail 

he community w
ere not treated 

with insecticide. 
Inability 

Most mosquito ne
ts in t 

catment and ignor
ance. 

to treat them had
 its roots in Jack 

of insecticides for
 tr 

ght not be willi
ng to buy mosqu

ito nets, as the
y do 

s were able (0
 afford at least

 
Residents of 

Bunyala south
 mi 

hem highly. E
ven thy 

may not buy t
hem es] 

not value t 
ough most ho

usehold 

one net. The
y 

pecially when
 mosquito nu

isance has re
duced. 

To increasé 
net acquisiti

on and usc 
in the commu

nity it M3y be im
perative t© 

d net marketi
ng stratcgics,

 provide cre
dit facilities 

and start 

develop aggr
cssivc be 

that can impr
ove econ

omic status 
of the reside

nts. 

projects


