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ABSTRACT 

This study was desi : i 

Pcrformar):Ce amos‘lgglsmd to investigate relationship betw i 
econdary school students een sex stereotypes and mathematics 

how sex stereotype beliefs, i ents of Machakos County. It sought to establish 

performance among students. It examf“’“ficnsus and stereotype threats influcnce mathematics 

ability in mathematics affected thei; - hw{ exposure (o negative stereotypes on students’ 

were social cognitive theory (by B"a":ialhemaugs performance. The theories used in the study 

1987). The study adopted an ex 0: t-u ra, 1986) and srflf- categorization theory (by Turner, 

the year 2016 form two students ]i)u .)uljl?m research design and the target population was all 

sample involved 250 Pfll'licipa;u l, l e secondary schools in Machakos County. The study 

secondary schools of Matung s with; 200 students, 30 teachers, and 20 parents from six 

gimple randor sampling r:%lflju sgb county, Machakos County. Purposive, stratified, and 

Suatifiéd vandom sa linpv cedures were ustx_] in the selection of schools and participants. 

selected schools. Thcsep schl:(’) “llf-is usfd;m identify the six schools for the study from twenty 

single sex schools. Si}n leU :aW;ru ull.ler bqardmg or day and classififid as mixed schools or 

esiparis T e p ndom sampling was then used to identify the students 

P pant e study. The researcher purposely selected the most expericnced 

mathematics teachers 'hased on the years of service in each sampled school. Mathematics 

perfi{nnnncc was obtained from the students’ scores in a Sit-In-CAT. The students also filled 

a Stigma Consciousness Questionnaire (SCQ) whose scale measured the extent of self- 

categorization and how it influenced their performance. Some selected parents, teachers, and 

the sample students filled Mathematics as a Sex Domain (MSD) questionnaire whose scale 

measured their beliefs in sex differences and mathematics performance. Piloting was done on 

30 participants and the instruments adjusted accordingly to improve on validity and reliability. 

Data was coded, tabulated, scored and keyed in the computer. Analysis was done using the 

Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). Data was analyzed using both descriptive and 

inferential statistics. Demographic information of the participants was descriptively presented 

in tables, graphs and percentages. Stereotype beliefs from the MSD questionnair¢ were 

analyzed using independent samples t-tests by comparing the mean scores for participants’ 

beliefs in sex differences and mathematics performance. Stereotype threats (O students” 

mathematical abilities were analyzed using the independent samples t-tests by calculating 

mean score differences between 
in the Sit-In test. The Chi- 

boys’ and girls” performance 

square analysis was used to study relationship between sex differences and .slcrcnlypc 

consensus among students from the S 
d their contributions (o 

CQ qucsliunnail“ and analyze T 

mathematics performance according to their xgspcc_{iyc scores in (hff test ThL mla,m d(?r;dilng 

were that female students showed a weaker ldenulluulm \.\’Ifl’l r_mnlh?n.inle..s nr_nl)) i l\(;‘u. 

male peers; the parents and teachers Supporlcd {hese beliefs. This W‘IS'-J T\u fm c,l:l m;E_ e 

? ics poor performance compared 10 males under a stereotype l‘h‘nal. 

fcmd-’fles rlrlall\tffimallCS i 
in their mathematics abilities. 

Additionally, fem e displayed high stigma consciousness | 

h - had b ‘ghzl:;e\?;rf:)flf)::
x ::::::osly;e consensus compared 10 their conmgrpms. l‘l was 

l crc{orc hac & -d that sex stereotype beliefs, threats, and consensus are predictors of poor 

theretore concluded t a. among high school students. Based on the fi_ml}ngs, it was 

mathemalics purfnrman‘-cfl :on stakeholders should combine forces in cslahhshx"_& f“ym able 

rccommcn:jlc‘d e 
fl”y‘f‘:(‘)‘:;:::[‘; l‘hal nurture the development of intrinsic motivation and 

jome envl i 2 
ents overcome the 

T i maltics, 11 order to help students OVer 

i S 
arning of mathemal 

d 

titudes towal ds learn 
3 athematics. 

maladaptive effects of sex stereotypes o mathem 

school an 
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