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ABSTRACT
This study was designed to investigate relationsh;
performance among secondary scl ationship between sex stereotypes and mathematics
how sex stereotype beliefs, ste 100! students of Machakos County. It sought to establish
» Stereotype consensus and . :
l-.e[forn:mnce among students. It examined and stereotype threats influence mathematics
ability in mathematics affected thej e ho“_' exposure o negative stereotypes on students’
were social cognitive theory (by B;n:ialhcmﬂ“ch‘ performance. The theories used in the study
1987). The study adopted an ¢x 0;‘1 t:u ra, 1986) and sclf- categorization theory (by Turner,
the year 2016 form two students ];1 .Jubalgto research design and the target population was all
sample involved 250 partici a::n l' .lc secondary schools in Machakos County. The study
<econdary schools of Matu p, IS with; 200 students, 30 teachers, and 20 parents from six
gimple random sampling Prgtzdirigbwi?:m{;dmaChakns Cu.umy. s smliﬁc‘d’ and
Stratified random sampling was used to 'dUb _r'“ the selection of schools and participants.
celected schools. These SChOUl’i-wcr‘ s 1 lj::-u y the six schools fo'r the srud'y from twenty
cingle sex schools. Simple m - ¢ el .er I.drdmg or day and classified as mixed schoals or
participants fo G Emi ST om‘ bamE ing was then used to identify the slu'dentS'
+ athematics teachers ba%ezl £ Hesehioies purposely  selected the most expericnced
‘based o0 the years of service in each sampled school. Mathematics
perﬁ{nnancc was obtained from the students’ scores in a Sit-In-CAT. The students also filled
a Sugma CO“SC‘OUSHCSS Questionnaire (SCQ) whose scale measured the extent of sell-
categorization and how it influenced their performance. Some selected parents, teachers, and
the sample students filled Mathematics as a Sex Domain (MSD) questionnaire whose¢ scale
measured their beliefs in sex differences and mathematics performance. Piloting was done on
30 participants and the instruments adjusted accordingly to improve on validity and reliability.
Data was coded, tabulated, scored and keyed in the computer. Analysis was done using the
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). Data was analyzed using both descriptive and
inferential statistics. Demographic information of the participants was descriptively presented
in tables, graphs and percentages. Stereotype beliefs from the MSD questionnairc were
analyzed using independent samples t-tests by comparing the mean scores for participants’
beliefs in sex differences and mathematics performance. Stereotype threats [0 students’
mathematical abilities were analyzed using the independent samples (-1€stS by cz:‘;i‘culaling
mean score differences between boys’ and girls’ performance ’m‘ll“lc Sit-In test. The Chi-
square analysis was used to study rclali(msll%p hc_lwcen sex dlﬂcrel‘mt_:s 'and _steljculypc
consensus among students from the SCQ _qucstmm!au-u and a_nalyze(f un:;;] :;Ol‘l’lrlbll.ltlllu(lil.s ln
mathematics performance according to their rcjspcc_u-vc scores in Ih(j‘ [Lbl." ! L mldJOi d'nll llﬂe_b_
- female students showed a weaker identitication \j.-'n]’x m.ilhclmuu, than did their
were that : supported these beliefs. This was also evident 1 the
male peers; the parents and teachers supp L : R o S
) ics rformance compared 10 males under a stereotype threal.
females mathematics PoS” o o consciousness in their mathematics abilities,
Additionally, females displayed high stigma con: S5

: had higher levels of sex stereolype CONSCNSUS compared 10 their cmll_litffnarfs. l\l was
lhcre{orc e t x stereolype€ peliefs, threats, and consensus are prcdlf:tors n_[ poor
therefore concluded that .sc song high school students. Based on the findings, 1t was
Pcffﬂrmﬂ.n‘-cw a'I:m qtg'ikeholdcrs should combine forees in cstablishing fn.vm'ab]e
pemrpe e . 0(1 uwl::ms. l‘hat purture the development of intrinsic motivaton and
posi "‘“d‘ h(;inwlcz::c;)snrﬂzarning of mathematics, in order to help students overcome the
nositive attitudes 10
s offects of s€X stereot

ypes on mathematics.
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