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Plagiarism
 Plagiarism is defined as presenting other people’s works as your own. 

The term plagiarism is derived from Latin plagiarius that means 
‘kidnapper’.

 Thus for one to claim originality of other people’s works such as reports, 
publications, ideas, speeches, verses and stories is being dishonest.

 It is common among students, researchers, writers, journalists and politicians.

 The original work/source often exists and is retrievable.

 Failure to acknowledge sources of information used is what leads to 
plagiarism.

 Note those plagiarizing, are potential library users and fail to 
acknowledge resources found in or accessible through the library.

 Consequences to such actions can be serious and there is risk in their 
social, academic and professional reputation.



Plagiarism and Social Reputation



Plagiarism and Profession

 The article by Lumumba was published in the Law 
Society of Kenya Journal.

 … Lumumba wrote a 10,000-word essay titled ‘From 
Jurisprudence to Poliprudence: the Kenyan 
Presidential Election Petition 2013’, with nearly 
5,000 words lifted from an article …

 He says Lumumba has behaved unethically. 

 Maina criticised LSK for failing to sufficiently check 
before publishing the article. 

 Maina wants compensation for intellectual theft. 

 He also seeks to have the plagiarised part deleted from 
Lumumba’s article. 

 …wants Lumumba’s conduct declared to have 
undermined values and principles of public service as 
set in the Constitution, hence bar him from holding 
public office.

PLO Lumumba accused of plagiarism, intellectual theft
Oct. 07, 2016, By STAR REPORTER, @thestarkenya

Kenya’s ‘most eloquent man’ now off the hook in plagiarism row
Posted on Feb 21, 2017

http://www.twitter.com/thestarkenya
http://www.twitter.com/thestarkenya


Plagiarism and Academic 
 In higher education plagiarism happens when students, researchers 

and other scholars present research reports, papers, assignments as their 

own when its not the case.

 Acknowledgment should be done whenever:

 Directly quoting another person's actual words, whether oral or 

written;

 Using another person's ideas, opinions, or theories;

 Paraphrasing the words, ideas, opinions, or theories of others, 

whether oral or written;

 Facts, statistics, or illustrative material borrowed from other sources.

 Libraries should conduct information literacy that cover 

referencing and citations,



Academic Integrity Issue

 Plagiarism is an academic integrity issue, a great concern and 

is considered an academic crime. Consequences can lead to:

 Discontinuation of studies.

 Withdraw of certificates awarded.

 Conviction.

 Surcharging.

 Demotion or loss of job



Plagiarism: Academic Consequences
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Acknowledging



Acknowledging Plagiarism



Acknowledging Plagiarism… contd

 In 2016, part of Melania Trump speech appeared to have 

been lifted from Michelle Obama’s 2008 speech.

 Nigerian president, Mr Buhari’s, acceptance speech in 2016 

had statements plagiarized from former US president 

Barrack Obama.

 Also, Ghana President acceptance speech plagiarized



Why Plagiarize

 Laziness.

 Stress for time.

 Lack of skills on referencing and citation.

 Ignorance: because they don't know that plagiarism is wrong.

 Easy access to internet/electronic resources making it easy to 

copy and paste.

 Commercial bureaus that tempt students to pay for reports.



Avoiding Plagiarism

 When using direct words, quotes and phrases

 Reproduce the text exactly.

 Credit the sources by citing appropriately.

 Any ideas or materials taken from another source for either 

written or oral use must be fully acknowledged, unless the 

information is common knowledge.

 Does not apply to those ideas which are generally and freely 

circulated in the public domain.

 Libraries should make it easy for users to locate information.



Useful Software

 Anti-Plagiarism / Text Similarity Check Software

 Turnitin

 Grammarly

 Reference and Citation Management

 Mendeley

 Zotero

 Librarians should learn these kind of software, train users and 

ensure they are used.



TURNITIN: Plagiarism Check Software

INPUT

Text 

Report
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Similarity 
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Individual 
Source

All Sources



Sample Turnitin Report



Conclusion

 Understand library business is information

 Organize information well for storage and retrieval.

 Provide links to wide range of databases.

 Train users how to discover information.

 Induct users on how to do referencing and citation.

 Through conducting information literacy to all users.

 Ensure there is a policy on plagiarism.

 Sensitize users on plagiarism.

 Emphasize on consequences of plagiarism.

 Train on plagiarism and similarity check software.
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