
Miriam Wanjiku Ndungu

Head Librarian, Digital Services

Kenyatta University Post Modern 

Library

ndungu.miriam@ku.ac.ke

mailto:ndungu.miriam@ku.ac.ke


CHOOSING THE RIGHT 
JOURNAL

10TH JUNE 2020

Publishing for Hospitality 
&Tourism Research Team



Presentation objectives

Introduction to selection tools

Overview of selection criteria

How to avoid predatory journals



Selection tools- “White List”

Directory of Open Access Journals

Scimago- http://www.scimagojr.com/

Scopus preview

https://doaj.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiryOCv2NbXAhXhBcAKHe6BAEsQFggkMAA&url=https://doaj.org/&usg=AOvVaw1kVuL_Nvph4Le3QoH8I-Y-
https://www.scopus.com/home.uri?zone=header&origin=


Scimago



Directory of Open Access Journals



Scopus Preview



Selection tools

Some publishers have a service that aids in 

selecting a journal 

 Emerald find a journal

 Taylor and Francis Journal suggester

 Elsevier journal finder

Browsing databases by subject

 Taylor and Francis Tourism Journals- Current 

Issues in Tourism- call for papers

 Sage Marketing and Hospitality

https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/products/journals/find-a-journal?searchfor=&tid=40187&starts_with=&sort_by=title
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/journal-suggester/
http://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
https://journals.sagepub.com/action/showPublications?category=10.1177/social-sciences-and-humanities-marketing-and-hospitality


Emerald find a journal

Filter by 
subject



Taylor Journal suggester

Paste 
abstract



Browse Taylor and Francis by subject



Browse Sage by subject-Marketing & 
Hospitality

Marketing 
&Hospitality



Criteria for choosing a journal

Journal information found on Website as:

 Information for authors

Publish with us

About the journal

Author resources

Call for papers



Criteria for choosing a journal

Open access journal vs Commercial/ 

subscription  

Regional vs international?

type of submission- empirical research, review 

paper, brief report, thought piece, book review, 

book chapter ?

Journals aims and scope



Criteria for choosing a journal

Reputation of the journal

Acceptance/rejection rates 

Quality of accepted articles

No of issues in a year

Turnaround time-

 early cite, acceptance and publication



Criteria for choosing a journal

Are there any article processing charges?

Any waivers for developing countries?

Journals with waivers/discounts

Is the journal visible and accessible-in our 

subscribed databases

Publication timelines- how many issues a 

year?

https://library.ku.ac.ke/waived-discounted-article-processing-charges/


Criteria for choosing a journal

Is it indexed? Scopus, Web of Science, 

Scimago, Google Scholar

Read the peer review policy

Review their sample papers



Before sending your manuscript

One publisher at a time

Check for plagiarism

Obtain co-authors’ consent

Agree on order of author list

Declare any conflict of interest

Proof read

Check against author instructions



Have a checklist

Image from 
windowsreport.com



What to expect after submission

Accept

Accept with minor revision

Accept with major revision

Reject



Why do articles get rejected? 

Reasons

 Most common reason is mismatch between the 

manuscript and the journal aims and scope.

 Sent to the wrong journal

 Not aligned to author instruction

 Nothing new is found or stated

 Poor English- get a peer to review and proof read 



What are your options if rejected?



How to avoid fraudulent/predatory journals

Def. APC without requisite editorial and 

publishing services

Non conformity with publishing best practices 

8000 active predatory journals, with total 

articles increasing from 53,000 in 2010 to 

420,000 in 2014 (an estimated three-quarters 

of authors were from Asia and Africa)



How to avoid fraudulent/predatory 
journals

Does the journal promise more than it can 

reasonably deliver? 

Check website-contact information and 

general appearance

Quality of past issues

Is it in our subscribed content?

Is it indexed by search engines



How to avoid fraudulent journals

When you Google the title of the journal, is the 

first hit the journal website or a blog on why 

the journal is a fraud?

Aggressive indiscriminate solicitation practices

Quick acceptance and publication

Unrealistically broad coverage

Bealls list of fraudulent journals

https://beallslist.weebly.com/


How to avoid fraudulent journals

False or misleading information

If it claims to be indexed by a reputable 
database (e.g. ones from EBSCO, ProQuest, 
Thompson Reuters, etc.), verify 

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


Example of articles in predatory journals

http://www.ijtrd.com/papers/IJTRD8157.pdf

International Journal of Enterprenuership

https://ajpojournals.org/journals/index.php/IJE/in
dex

http://www.ijtrd.com/papers/IJTRD8157.pdf
https://ajpojournals.org/journals/index.php/IJE/index


Publishers with local content

Taylor and Francis

Emerald

Sage



Points to note in manuscript submission

Corporate email

Author list

Researcher ID

ORCID Open Researcher and Contributor 
ID



An ORCID Profile

ORCID



References

https://www.editage.com/insights/editorial-
decision-making-what-are-the-possible-outcomes-
for-a-manuscript

http://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/

http://www.scimagojr.com/

http://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/

http://www.authoraid.info/en/news/details/1156/

https://www.editage.com/insights/editorial-decision-making-what-are-the-possible-outcomes-for-a-manuscript
http://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/
http://www.scimagojr.com/
http://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
http://www.authoraid.info/en/news/details/1156/



